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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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The old is new again
Editor:

While AC Transit’s Route 19 
does indeed take some pressure 
off the Line 51, which is absolute 
torture in the commute hour, I don’t 
think the service is exactly “new.”

I seem to recall a bus line 12 
that served the same route a 
couple of years ago. 

I don’t quite understand why 
AC Transit discontinues one ser-
vice and replaces it with another 
that has a different number.

— Ken Hensley

Make a difference
Editor:

Many in our community are 
wondering “What can I do to make 
a difference?” as we face institu-
tional prejudice against those of 
different nationalities, ethnicities 
and religions. One step is to help us 
better understand our neighbors, 
including those who are Muslim.

The American Association 
of University Women (AAUW) of 
Alameda is cosponsoring with the 
League of Women Voters Alameda 
(LVWA) and the Friends of the 
Alameda Library (FAL) an educa-
tional forum “ American Muslims: 
Islam 102” on Wednesday, Feb. 15, 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the Alameda 
Free Library Stafford Room. 

There will be short panel pre-
sentations by college students 
and faculty and representatives of 
the Islamic Center of Alameda as 
well as the Council on American 
Islamic Relations, with ample time 
for questions from the audience. 

Even those who attended pre-
vious presentations on Muslim 
Students in America in April 
2016 at Alameda High School, 
or American Muslims Fact vs. 
Fiction, at the College of Alameda 
in October 2016, will find this 
an opportunity to gain greater 
understanding of Muslim beliefs 
and practices in our community. 

This free event is open to 
everyone and all are welcome. 
Please register on american  
muslimsislam102@eventbrite.
com. For more information, 
e-mail alameda-ca@aauw.net

— Penny Washbourn 
President, AAUW Alameda; 

Alice Fried, President, LWVA; 
Karen Butter, President, FAL

Proudly support FAAS
Editor:

FAAS is dedicated to the well-
being of the animals, the families, 
and the overall Alameda commu-

nity through caring and education. 
I have been a volunteer at FAAS 

for almost 5 years, and I am always 
impressed with the care given to 
the animals, as well as the guidance 
for new adopters and the counsel-
ing for current owners.  

It has come to my attention late-
ly that we are seeing an increase 
in the number of animals being 
surrendered as a result of their 
families being displaced from their 
homes for a variety of reasons. It 
is truly heartbreaking to watch a 
loving family having to part with its 
furry member because they need to 
find temporary housing or because 
the property owner will not allow 
pets. Alameda owes its community 
assurance that their beloved pets 
won’t end up in a “pound” situa-
tion, where the future of the animal 
could be uncertain.

At this time, the people that have 
to surrender their animals under 
such circumstances are finding 
some comfort knowing that FAAS 
will do everything in their power to 
ensure that the animal will be fed, 
loved and kept warm while waiting 
for a new family to adopt them.

The City of Alameda should be 
proud to support FAAS and its many 
dedicated volunteers in their out-
standing accomplishments.

— Nanou Ballou

Only the captain need 
go down with the ship
Editor:

Alameda is just a chef on the 
ship of Northern California. The 
captain is San Francisco, the first 
mate is Oakland. If they choose to 
drive the ship onto the rocks, the 
chef and all his cooks and waitstaff 
should be spared from the disaster 
and be given a chance to abandon 
ship, safely and in a timely way.

But, alas, the workers were not 
given that chance. We, the followers, 
now have to suffer with the revocation 
of federal funds because the lead-
ers have decided that their political 
bonuses trump our lives.

Life vests are available through 
Zillow. Time to abandon ship.

— Dennis Casto

Demo club weighs in
Editor:

The City of Alameda Democratic 
Club stands with immigrants in the 
face of injustice, and we hope you 
will join us. When it comes to pro-
tecting the most vulnerable among 
our friends and families, Alameda 
Democrats are united in their sup-
port of the actions of the Alameda 

City Council and stand against the 
actions of the current administra-
tion. We applaud the City Council in 
joining the cities nation-wide who 
have declared themselves safe for 
immigrants of all backgrounds. Our 
resolve will not waiver in the face of 
any saber-rattling from the current 
administration.

If the current administration 
goes through with their potentially 
unconstitutional threat of punish-
ing the City of Alameda for protect-
ing immigrants, we will continue to 
support the City Council’s work in 
protecting all our residents. The 
core of Alameda’s values is being a 
welcoming place for all, and we will 
not let the current political climate 
change that.

— Philip James 
Communications Chair, City of 

Alameda Democratic Club

No sanctuary in Mexico 
Editor:

An item appearing in the San 
Francisco Chronicle on Jan. 21 report-
ed that Mexico has deported its first 
contingent of Cuban immigrants. 
“Mexico’s National Immigration 
Institute said Friday it put 91 Cubans 
on a federal police airplane and flew 
them back to the island ...”

“First contingent” means others 
will follow. No mention is made as to 
whether the Cuban deportees were 
illegal or not, but it doesn’t appear 
that they were volunteers, either.

Mexico has very strict laws 
on immigration; many Americans 
“retire” there, but they do it legally.

— Bruce Elerick

Sanctuary cities help all
Editor:

The ideas regarding sanctu-
ary cities expressed by C. Perry 
(“Sanctuary city a slap in the face,” 
Jan. 26) are totally misconstrued. 
Crimes are committed by all differ-
ent kinds of people, not just illegal 
immigrants. It isn’t true that sanc-
tuary cities are created to protect 
the criminals. They are created to 
protect those who are victims. The 
police will arrest criminals no mat-
ter where they are from. Former 
Rep. Pete Stark has reported that 
illegal immigrants actually commit 
less crime than citizens because 
they don’t want to come into 
contact with the system that can 
deport them.

When illegal immigrants are 
afraid of the system, they are actu-
ally in more danger than you or me. 
If they are afraid to go to the police, 
to a hospital, or officials in schools 
to report crimes, they easily become 
the victims of those who know it’s 
easy to prey on them. The illegal 
immigrants will not report crimes 
committed against them if they know 
they are going to be turned over 
to immigration. A sanctuary city 
encourages those who have been 
victims to come forward to report 
the crimes and to get the help they 
need. In the long run, this helps citi-
zens because more criminals can be 
arrested. If the victim refuses to come 
forward, that criminal stays in the 
community to commit more crimes, 
possibly against you next time.

When the police encounter 
a criminal, they don’t ignore the 
crimes committed. They do their 
job regardless of who the crimi-
nals are. The policeman is not put 
into any more danger dealing with 
an immigrant than with any other 
person they come into contact 
with. Immigrants, even illegal ones, 
have added a lot of benefit to this 
country. They do work others don’t 
want to do. They have jobs where 
they pay taxes for services they 
will never benefit from. They send 
money home to their families, help-
ing improve the condition of people 
all over the world. 

We need to treat these people 
living among us with the same 
respect as we would want for our 
friends and family. It is the right 
thing to do.

— Dorothy Freeman

Open letter on protest
To our community:

My nine-year-old great-grand-
son created a sign by himself that 
his parents took with them to the 
protest at Los Angeles Airport. It 
read: “Stop & Think — Is this what 
America should be?” 

I feel that this is worth sharing.
— Ginny Krutilek

Increase FAAS Funding 
Editor:

I am writing to support the 
request of Friends of the Alameda 
Animal Shelter (FAAS) for a sub-
stantial increase in the City of 
Alameda’s annual funding to the 
shelter.

As a member of FAAS’s corps of 
dedicated volunteers, I have per-
sonally devoted many hundreds 
of hours to the shelter over the 
past several years and have had 
ample opportunity to observe shel-
ter operations first-hand. FAAS staff 
members and volunteers are hard-
working, talented and absolutely 
committed to the welfare of the ani-
mals and to the operation of a high-
quality “no-kill” shelter. They have 
achieved great results in terms of 
the number of animals handled and 
adopted and the care provided to 
the animals. But they are stretched 
far too thin for that level of service 
to continue under current funding 
levels.

As a 30-year resident of 
Alameda, I think it is essential that 
the city provide high-quality care 
and services to Alameda’s ani-
mals and pet owners. If FAAS is 
unable to continue those services, 
other alternatives available to the 
city will be more expensive and 
less effective. Many studies and 
figures are being tossed about in 
the discussion over FAAS’s funding 
request, and I don’t have the space 
to debate them here. But I do ask 
City Councilmembers and staff to 
take a fair and open-minded look 

at the figures and alternatives, to 
acknowledge the good work that 
FAAS has been able to achieve and 
to act promptly and caringly to 
ensure that these services can con-
tinue on a sustainable basis.

— Susan Getman

Sanctuary cities in fact
Editor:

In his letter (“Sanctuary city a 
slap in the face,” Jan. 26) C. Perry 
says, with regard to the recent City 
Council action to declare Alameda 
a sanctuary city, that this is “an 
insult to Alameda’s law-abiding res-
idents, who understand that pro-
viding sanctuary to criminals is in 
direct opposition to protecting our 
order and safety. It is also an insult 
to the men and women in the law 
enforcement community, who risk 
their lives each day.”

The notion that sanctuary cities 
are more likely to be places where 
murder and other violent crimes 
occur because of the presence 
of refugees and immigrants who 
would constitute an “illegal crimi-
nal element” is one that has been 
loudly proclaimed by President 
Trump in tweets and speeches, and 
by his chief adviser Steve Bannen, 
in interviews and through his 
Breitbart News website. Here are 
some facts:

“An analysis of FBI crime data 
by Tom Wong, a professor of politi-
cal science at the University of 
California, San Diego, finds that 
counties designated as ‘sanctuary’ 
areas by ICE typically experience 

Marina Responds
Temporary crane will be in place for upcoming event

Paul Houtz
There is gross misinformation 

circulating about the status of a 
3-ton crane located on the East 
Lot of Alameda Marina. As the 
Marina’s Harbormaster, I wanted 
to clear up any confusion and pro-
vide a current, accurate assess-
ment of the situation. 

I first want to emphasize that 
Alameda Marina has a near-perfect 
safety record with cranes. Safety 
of our tenants, boaters and the 
community is our primary goal. 
As such, this led to the decommis-
sioning of our 2-ton crane late last 
year and why we will not attempt 
an irresponsible “quick fix” for the 
3-ton crane.

Important, too, is the fiduciary 
responsibility by the property 
owner, Pacific Shops, Inc. (PSI), 
to the City of Alameda under its 
Tidelands Lease Agreement as 
demonstrated by a substantial 
capital replacement and reha-
bilitation work to the facilities, 
improvements on the property 
and numerous infrastructure 
rehabilitation projects. The lease 
requires at least $500,000 be spent 
by the end of each five-year peri-
od. PSI spent well beyond this 
minimum and expenses now total 
$2.1 million (from 2012 to date), 
far exceeding its lease obligation. 
Such efforts maintain a functional, 
safe and sustainable marina. 

For background, Alameda 
Marina once operated three 
cranes. The first, known as the 
“1-ton hoist” was decomissioned 
many years ago as it interfered 
with operations and was not uti-
lized by most boats due to its 
limited capacity.

The second 2-ton crane was 

decomissioned last summer 
due to movement of the ground 
behind the sea wall that under-
mined its safety. Alameda Marina 
hired Anchor QEA (a major mari-
time engineering firm with exper-
tise in marinas, shorelines and 
ocean retaining walls) to do a 
level-one examination. Upon 
assessment, Anchor declined to 
certify the crane as safe and it 
was decommissioned. Alameda 
Marina personnel continue to use 
the 2-ton hoist, as needed, only to 
lift work materials (not boats) and 
its operators are trained for safe 
use. It would be a liability to the 
Marina and the city to expose the 
general public to such risks. 

Today, the remaining opera-
tional crane on the property is 
in the East Lot. On Jan. 10, a 
crane operator reported a prob-
lem regarding the vertical lifting 
hoist on the end of the crane arm 
(the boom). Our staff immediately 
evaluated the crane. The follow-
ing day we contacted KoneCrane, 
an industry leader whom we have 
worked with for decades. 

KoneCrane installed this origi-
nal crane and hoist and is familiar 
with the installation and specifi-
cations. On Jan. 11, a notice was 
placed on the crane alerting users 
that it was temporarily inoper-
able. KoneCrane evaluated the 
crane on Jan. 13, and provided 
us with a response on Jan. 17, at 
which time we reviewed alterna-
tives.

During this time we also 
received queries from tenants and 
sent our first mass email advising 
them that the hoist was currently 
unusable. At this time, we learned 
that a large number of our boaters 

planned to participate in the Three 
Bridge Fiasco Race, scheduled for 
last Saturday, Jan. 28.

After personally conferring with 
race coordinators and tenants, we 
finalized a schedule to provide a 
mobile crane and operator as well 
as free overnight docking to accom-
modate the race. This action was 
noticed to tenants on Jan. 24 and 
has been met by positive reponse 
from our boaters. We also commu-
nicated this plan to the city.

In the meantime, we continue 
to work with KoneCrane to repair 
the 3-ton hoist and anticipate the 
crane will be available for use 
between Feb. 8 and 10. We also 
are researching possible other 
accommodations, including ideas 
proposed by our boating com-
munity, though many suggestions 
are not feasible. In the interim, we 
will continue to keep our boating 
tenants informed. 

Because of our long-stand-
ing working relationships with 
Alameda’s boating community, we 
were able to swiftly collaborate 
on a solution to ensure boaters 
were able to get on the water for 
the race. Again, the safety of our 
tenants remains our top priority. 
For anyone to suggest that decom-
missioning of cranes is for any 
other purpose than the safety and 
security of our tenants is simply 
provocative and patently false. 

For more information, visit 
www.alamedamarina.com, or 
come visit us at the Marina at 1815 
Clement Ave.

Paul Houtz is the harbormaster 
at Alameda Marina.

Commentary

significantly lower rates of all 
types of crime, including lower 
homicide rates, than compara-
ble non-sanctuary counties. 

“The data are clear that sanc-
tuary counties aren’t crime-rid-
den hellholes,” Wong said in an 
interview. He suspects that, by 
becoming a sanctuary area and 
refusing to involve local authori-
ties in deportation matters, a 
city or county may actually make 
itself safer. If immigrants who 
came to the U.S. illegally fear 
working with police will lead to 
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