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Joe Heller

Morton Chalfy
The roots of racism are both sim-

ple and complex. Fear of the “other” 
and territoriality are among its pil-
lars, but racist acts and biases within 
the social order have a different aim. 
When entire areas of a city are “red-
lined” by banks and an entire ethnic 
population are only hired for low-
paying menial jobs, the motivation is 
not racism but fear. 

If an ethnic group is considered 
“inferior” by the ruling elites why 
would “red-lining” be necessary? 
It’s fear that a level playing field 
would demonstrate the equality (or 
even superiority) of the besieged 
ethnicity. It is the white suprema-
cist’s fear that given half a chance 
the black and brown population 
would succeed and be normalized, 
and by doing so, give the lie to the 
white supremacy argument.

When the Civil War ended, the 
southern blacks were legally freed 
from bondage but left by the North 
to the tender mercies of the south-
ern whites who still controlled the 
territory. The result was Jim Crow 
and generations of white south-
erners being taught the lies that 

underpin racism. White advantage 
was baked into every institution 
and when blacks remained poor 
through these machinations, it was 
used as proof that they were a less 
deserving race.

When Barack Obama was elect-
ed, the white supremacy machine 
declared publicly that it would 
work to ensure that his was a failed 
presidency. It could not accept his 
equality, let alone his obvious intel-
ligence, education, understanding 
and fitness for the job. Denial is 
the state of mind of choice for the 
ignorant and impassioned.

It is highly unlikely that this 
society will ever fully abandon its 
racism as in large swaths of the 
South and Midwest the twin ideas 
of “At least I’m better than a black,” 
and “At least I’m not female” are 
the only solace for lives that have 
been stunted by institutionalized 
racism and misogyny.

Can America heal itself from 
the festering self-inflicted wound of 
racism? I hope so. 

I would like to see the establish-
ment of the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Bank and Trust with the stated 

purpose of investing in the “red-
lined” neighborhoods and in entre-
preneurs who live there. 

If Oprah and the NBA stars and 
the stars of the NFL would provide 
the seed money for such a bank 
other money would follow. Cities 
such as Oakland would be happy 
to facilitate such investments with 
speeded up treatment of project 
plans and there are plenty of will-
ing workers always available in 
those neighborhoods.

The most effective response 
to racism is to level the econom-
ic playing field and let everyone 
earn his or her proper place in the 
world. Holding people down to sat-
isfy one’s fantasy of superiority is 
deplorable and hurts us all.

Check out more of Morton 
Chalfy’s writings at www.morton 
chalfy.com.

Amblin’ Alameda

Denial is the state 
of mind of choice 
for the ignorant 
and impassioned.

Racism: America’s Self-Inflicted Wound

Racial ignorance 
in Alameda
Editor:

Regarding the recent open 
letter (“Open Letter on Rent 
Control Setback,” Jan. 25) the 
writer makes an ignorant and 
racial comment citing that the 
vast majority of people favor-
ing the existing Costa Hawkins 
Rental Housing Act were primar-
ily investors from China.  

As a Chinese American, I am 
truly offended by this comment 
especially since she is president 
of the Alameda Democratic Club 
and singled out the Chinese as 
the primary supporters of this 
legislation which I feel is based 
on perception and not fact based. 

I truly hope that her racist 
perspective is not shared by 
others in the Democratic Club 
given the diversity that exists in 
Alameda. To single out a specif-
ic ethic group when the writer 
most likely did not verify her facts 
brings us back to the horrific days 
when this country passed laws 
against Asians, such as the Anti-
Cooley Act, the Chinese Exclusion 
Act and the internment of the 
Japanese during World War II. 

This country has had a his-
tory of discrimination against 
Asians and her Trump-like com-
ment truly offends me. If you 
want to make a comment about 
the issues around housing, we 
would appreciate an objective 
fact-based discussion and not a 
unintelligent opinion based on 
biased perception and misinfor-
mation.       

— C. Chu

Costa Hawkins repeal 
not such a disaster
Editor:

I feel the recent piece with 
the extra large heading (“Open 
Letter on Rent Control Setback,” 
Jan. 25) was definitely mislead-
ing. The writer suggested that the 
failed effort to repeal the Costa 
Hawkins Rental Housing Act was 
a rent-control disaster. I believe it 
staved off a rental disaster. 

Rents are spiking because of 
the failure of city councils around 
the Bay Area to balance the beds 
with the desks (housing with 
jobs). There is a serious short-
age of rental housing. Repealing 
Costa Hawkins would have killed 
the construction of any addition-
al rental housing, which would be 
a true disaster. 

When Google wants to build 

Bronwyn Harris
Both sides of my family came 

over on the Mayflower. I am a 
direct descendent of Ethan Allen, 
a Revolutionary War hero, and I 
am the sixth generation of my fam-
ily born in San Francisco. We have 
been in the United States, and in 
California, for basically as long as 
any other white people. 

That shouldn’t matter.
I take a lot of pride in being from 

such a long line of San Franciscans, 
because I love the Bay Area. I love 
the United States, too. Although it 
has a deeply troubled history, there 
is a lot to be proud of. But I did noth-
ing to determine my lineage. I had 
no control over where I was born. 

There are currently hundreds 
of thousands of young adults in 
the United States right now whose 
lives have been disrupted in an 
extremely cruel way because they 
too, had no control over where 
they were born. 

Being born in another coun-
try does not make that someone’s 
home. I have taught kids who were 
born all over the world, and came 

to the United States at such a 
young age that they do not remem-
ber anything about their countries 
of birth. America is their home. 
Many of them do not speak the 
language of their countries of birth 
and have never been back. They 
have no support system there, and 
no way to know how to navigate 
those countries or find jobs.

Here, on the other hand, DACA 
recipients should be sought-after. 
They must be high school gradu-
ates or the equivalent. They cannot 
be criminals. They are the very 
definition of productive members 
of society and people living the 
true American dream. In short, they 
are exactly the types of Americans 
we should want in our country.

Instead, we are deporting these 
young adults to countries they 
don’t remember. We are breaking 
up families. We are creating job 
shortages in certain skilled fields, 
including medicine and education. 
We are not doing what Americans 
should do. 

We Cannot Choose 
Where to Be Born

DACA repeal — 
or even delay — 
hurts not only 
the Dreamers, 
but all of us. It 
is destroying our 
nation’s soul.

I know that I will get angry 
responses to this writing. If that 
is your response, I would ask you: 
have you ever seen a family torn 
apart? I have. Do you really want to 
be someone who blames children 
who had no choice in the matter? I 
don’t. And I want us to remember 
that all of us white people were 
immigrants too, and many of us 
had no choice in the matter.

DACA repeal — or even delay 
— hurts not only the Dreamers, 
but all of us. It is destroying 
our nation’s soul. As a proud 
Californian and American I refuse 
to accept that repeal is what 
America has decided is right.

Bronwyn Harris lives in 
Alameda.

Commentary

an office with 9,000 desks and the 
City Council gives their approval 
and then does not issue permits 
for the construction of 9,000 beds, 
guess what? The cost of housing 
spikes. 

The people pouring into the area 
to take all the new jobs being cre-
ated need a place to live. They 
would prefer a five-minute ride to 
work on their bicycle but they are 
forced to commute 40 minutes or 
more instead. 

There is only one place to look 
for the source of the problem and 
it is not the homeowners, landlords 
or renters. Only the city councils 
have the power to zone, permit, 
enter into public-private partner-
ships and to build public housing. 

Demanding that the City Council 
become theives and steal people’s 
property rights away from them 
after they have invested their hard-
earned money is just wrong.

— Peter Muzio

Don’t forget: dogs  
need flu shots, too

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of this letter.

Dear dog owner:
It’s no joke. Canine influenza is 

real, and the new disease is spread-
ing across the U.S. It hit 40 states 
this year, including California. 
There have been dozens of cases in 
the South Bay, and now the rest of 
the Bay Area is gearing up to fight it.

There have been no documented 
cases in Alameda yet, but all three 
veterinary clinics are recommend-
ing that at-risk dogs get the vaccine. 
It is two shots given three weeks 
apart that cover both strains, H3N2 
and H2N8.  

“If you have a dog that goes 
to doggie day care, dog parks, 
boarding facilities, dog classes or 
shows and grooming facilities, you 
should consider this vaccine,” said 
Steve Busse of Park Centre Animal 
Hospital.

Dog flu is extremely contagious, 
clinging to surfaces including cloth-
ing for days. Symptoms are a high 
fever of more than 102 degrees, 
sneezing, coughing, runny nose, 
lethargy and loss of appetite. It 
usually runs its course in one or 
two weeks, but in about 20 percent 
of cases it can turn into pneumo-
nia and require hospitalization. The 
percentage of deaths from dog flu 
is small — about 10 percent — but 
still scary. 

Your veterinarian can run a test 
to determine if your dog has canine 
influenza. Just as with human flu, 
care consists of rest and plenty of 

fluids. People can’t catch dog flu.  
Friends of the Alameda Animal 

Shelter (FAAS) now vaccinates all 
the dogs in our care to protect 
against canine influenza. If your dog 
frequently comes into contact with 
other pooches, we recommend that 
you do, too.

— John L. Lipp
FAAS Executive Director

Unanswered questions
Editor:

I enjoyed your article on teach-
ers’ low pay and the fact they have 
to pay the highest rates for health 
care coverage  (“Teachers Organize 
to Protest over Pay,” Jan. 25). The 
question that needs to be answered 
is, how can the Alameda Unified 
School District want to purchase a 
building for administrators at $5.2 
million when they can move back 
into the old space where they were 
before in two years when the refur-
bishing is complete? 

Isn’t it better to rent for two 
more years, and save more than $5 
million? Each school board member 
should have to answer this ques-
tion along with the superintendent.

— Horst Breuer

Alameda needs a night 
shelter for homeless
Editor: 

I am finally writing to you to 
express my thoughts on the need 
for a night shelter in Alameda. When 
I first got this idea several months 
ago, I had access to the Alameda 
Sun delivered to my daughter’s 
home on Bay Farm Island, from 
which I obtained the address to 
send in letters. 

On the page with this informa-
tion was the second of two arti-
cles written about a homeless man 
(“The Struggles of a Homeless 
Person,” Dec. 14 and 21). I was 
thunderstruck at how articulate, 
informative and well written the 
article was in realizing this home-
less person has a gift, was using it, 
and was dealing with homelessness 
along with myriad other problems. 

As a former homeless person 
with bipolar disorder, I have had 
the privilege of getting to know 
some of Alameda’s homeless and 
understand that a night shelter, 
from cold and rainy weather and 
hard concrete beds, is needed.

I read a recent New York Times 
article about a Brooklyn bodega 
owner who had used the basement 
of his store as a night shelter for 
several homeless people for 10 
years until what sounds like a zon-
ing issue forced him to shut down.

I thought maybe a church, store-
front, public, moveable or tempo-
rary structure could provide that 
service here in Alameda. I know 
about the Midway Shelter and that 
it helps a certain clientele. I realize 
there are zoning issues, but see 
them as lesser laws to be surmount-
ed. We must remember the Golden 
Rule, “Do unto others as you would 
have others do unto you.”

I hear other Alamedans talking 
about this shameful situation. I have 
gotten good feedback at two store 

fronts willing to at least pitch in and 
try and store carts for people. 

There is benefit to tackling this 
problem and healing for all. I hope 
others with expertise can respond 
as actors and not remain “let it go 
by” reactors. 

— Linda E. Lipscomb 

Alameda teachers  
deserve more support
Editor: 

In consideration of the com-
ments made by the anonymous 
writer (“Another year, another 
pay cut for teachers,” Jan. 25) 
reporting on the disparity in com-
pensation for Alameda Unified 
School District (AUSD) teachers 

compared to other school dis-
tricts in Alameda and Contra 
Costa Counties, using references 
from several active and retired 
teachers, Superintendent Sean 
McPhetridge and the School 
Board should absolutely be 
embarrassed. 

Unfortunately, many Alameda 
residents and AUSD parents are 
unaware of the long hours required 
of our teachers and their dedica-
tion to the education of our chil-
dren. You may think that they get a 
lot of time off with various holidays 
and a long summer but, think again, 
because you are wrong.

Besides the hours required in 
the classroom, your children’s 
teacher spends another 20 or 

more hours per week at home 
doing classroom and curricu-
lum preparation, assignment 
review, etc. 

Summer vacation? Forget it! 
Teacher’s must achieve con-
tinuing-education credits to 
maintain their credentials and 
many must obtain additional 
income from temporary jobs 
just to make ends meet. 

In any other occupation the 
Labor Department or Union 
would require overtime pay for 
all hours worked in excess of 40 
hours per week. Most employ-
ers and other school districts 
pay for basic health and den-
tal plans, but not our AUSD. 
Most certainly, McPhetridge 
and school administrative staff 
are better compensated. Mr. 
Superintendent, you need to do 
a better job in supporting your 
teaching staff.

To set the record straight, 
I have no association whatso-
ever with AUSD. 

— Bruce Elerick


