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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.

Another year, another 
pay cut for teachers
Editor:

It’s January, and I know that, 
as a teacher working in the 
Alameda Unified School District 
(AUSD), my paycheck will be 
lower than in December. But by 
how much? It was $130 lower. So 
I am bringing home $1,460 per 
year less than last year. Why, 
you ask?

The reason is medical cov-
erage. I pay $1,480 per month, 
$17,760 per year, out of my pock-
et for medical and dental. My 
teacher friends in Pleasanton 
pay zero for their medical. 
My attorney, tax preparer and 
teachers in other districts can’t 
believe it when they learn teach-
ers pay almost $18,000 per year 
out of their pockets for medical. 

Alameda was at zero out 
of pocket for medical when I 
started teaching here. The first 
subtraction for medical from an 
Alameda teacher’s pay was $246 
a month. You can see how the 
camel is well into the tent now.

Today, at Newark Unified 
School District, teachers pay 
$200 a month for full medical. 

I have friends who are long-
shoremen. That is a great pro-
fession. They pay zero for their 
medical with Kaiser. I guess I 
should have been a longshore-
man instead of a teacher in 
Alameda.

I want the public to know 
how AUSD treats its teachers so 
you can understand why we lose 
so many great teachers to other 
districts each year. How come 
other districts can keep the 
medical costs down for teachers 
and pay a higher salary?

Is it because we wasted 
$900,000 on a fence and we pay 
$33,000 a month in rent on our 
district office building? 

I would make more than 
$20,000 in additional salary per 
year teaching in Newark. We 
are the lowest paid teachers in 
Alameda County. 

This letter has been signed 
anonymously for fear of retalia-
tion from the district.

— Name Withheld

Housing, jobs, key to 
transportation plan
Editor: 

I am glad the City Council 
is looking at ways of improv-
ing the city’s transportation 

infrastructure and services 
(“Transportation Choices to 
Go before Council,” Jan. 11). I 
hope they take a broader look at 
what’s driving our traffic prob-
lems. Even a casual observer 
can see that the tunnel and 
bridges are jammed every morn-
ing with commuters not only 
leaving the Island, but coming 
to it as well. 

Any solution to our traffic 
problems must address the hous-
ing-jobs balance so that people 
who live here have more options 
for working here and people who 
work here can afford to live here. 
I hope the candidates in the 
races this fall for mayor and city 
council will address this issue in 
their campaigns. 

— Allan Mann

City reports on survey 
of community input

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of this letter.

Dear Friends and Neighbors:
Happy New Year! We are 

excited about 2018 and our ongo-
ing efforts to provide you with 
the services residents and stake-
holders expect and deserve.

In the fall, we updated you 
about the launch of our engage-
ment effort to hear from the 
public as we develop a strategy 
to address Alameda’s aging infra-
structure needs. 

Thank you to more than 
2,000 Alamedans and stakehold-
ers who have already provided 
feedback on our street, park, 
storm drain and other infrastruc-
ture needs. We have collected 
feedback from business associa-
tions, community organizations, 
through telephone and online 
surveys, emails and much more.  

As you well know, Alameda is 
a special community — among 
other amenities, our 21 neigh-
borhood parks and beaches 
make living here special. We’ve 
heard from the public that we 
must continue to properly main-
tain them and keep pollution out 
of our beaches and the Bay, a pri-
ority and concern that we share.

The city also recognizes the 
importance of citywide disaster 
preparedness. As you may recall, 
last winter’s record rains caused 
thousands of dollars in damage 
on the Island. Upgrading our util-
ities and infrastructure will pre-
vent disasters and keep Alameda 
Point’s drinking water clean. 

If you haven’t already done 

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of this letter.

Dear Mayor, Councilmembers, 
City Manager and Staff:

It is not my style to speak in 
incendiary fashion but it’s time to 
up the ante. 

People are dying on your 
watch. They have been squeezed 
out of the body politic like so 
much human waste and pushed 
onto our streets and under our 
freeways until law enforcement 
moves them somewhere, “out of 
sight, out of mind,” away from the 
delicate sensibilities of the more 
fortunate.

The repeal of the Costa 
Hawkins  Rental Housing Act in 
Sacramento recently would have 
meant only taking rent control out 
of state jurisdiction and returning 
it to local jurisdictions. Period. 

The vast majority of those 
bussed to the hearing at the Capitol 
by the California Apartment 
Association and Realtors lobby 
were those representing a wave 
of investors from China yelling, 
“No, no, no!” Heard throughout 
the crowd: “I come here for the 
market!” This to the embarras-
ment of the lobbyists attempting 
to paint human decency into their 
equation.

This is the clearest picture yet 
of just exactly what we are dealing 
with. Money, and the “market,” by 
all appearances, has apparently 

won over human rights. To com-
plete this picture, these folks were 
given two days off work, were paid 
to show up and given free T-shirts 
while renters sacrificed a day’s 
work or more to show up and 
make their case heard.

Even had AB 1506 passed, I 
suspect it unlikely there would 
(or yet will be) any rent stabiliza-
tion or protection with teeth for 
Alamedans. Our renters hang by  
a thread every day wondering if 
it will be them sacrificed on the 
eviction chopping block. Have you 
ever lived in such abject terror 
and uncertainty?

Alameda started 2017 saying it 
was time to clarify our values and 
move from there. “We all belong 
here” was our rallying cry. Put 
to the test, we’ve failed miser-
ably and publicly so. The push 
back has been horrific, with coun-
cilmembers and the City Charter 
itself now lined up for the chop-
ping block by those who would 
blow renter protection and stabil-
ity out of the water, permanently. 
Of all issues to tear a community 
apart ...

We are in a statewide and local 
emergency and how or why this 

We are champi-
ons of human (not 
market) rights ... 
or are we?

town or City Council as a body 
won’t come up with the politi-
cal will to temporarily stop the 
human hemorrhage is painful 
to watch. 

If we needed to instill faith 
in our democratic process and 
institutions, 2017 wasn’t the 
year. What looks to be the case 
is that the mechanisms, process 
and institutions of our democ-
racy have been hijacked by spe-
cial interests and used against 
those they are meant to protect.   

Build more housing. Yes. 
That’s the solution. But in the 
meantime, it is your civic and 
human duty to protect those 
lined up as fodder for the out-
of-control real estate and prop-
erty management interests, 
much of which (it is clear from 
Sacramento) comes from over-
seas by those with no commit-
ment to what we in America 
(Alameda) claim to be our 
strength and beacon of hope: we 
are champions of human (not 
market) rights ... or are we?

Remember when we said 
“no” to business when it injured 
our communities? Let’s try 
again.

— Gabrielle ‘Gaby’ Dolphin

Gaby Dolphin is the president 
of the Alameda Democratic Club.

Open Letter

Open Letter on Rent 
Control Setback

so and would like to share your 
views, please join the conversa-
tion by completing a Community 
Feedback Survey. To invite one 
of us to attend your organiza-
tional meeting for a presentation 
and input session, please email 
jowens@alamedaca.gov. And con-
tinue to visit www.alamedaca.
gov/JointheConversation to stay 
informed about our efforts to 
address these needs this year.

Thank you, and our very best 
wishes for a healthy and happy 
2018!

— Jill Keimach, City Manager; 
Liam Garland, Public Works 

Director; Amy Wooldridge, 
Recreation and Parks Director

Article about activist 
said to be libelous
Editor:

Steve Tabor’s poorly informed 
opinion piece in the East Bay Times 
about Rasheed Shabazz’s move-
ment to change the name of Haight 
Elementary School is rife with 
islamophobia, racism and opinion-
ated statements about Shabazz’s 
background and activities.

Shabazz should look into libel 
and slander laws and call Tabor 
to account for his deleterious and 
misguided communications in pub-
lic forums.

— Deborah James

Editor’s note: The Alameda Sun 
received a copy of Tabor’s piece and 
chose not to publish it.

LimeBikes are quickly 
becoming LemonBikes
Editor:

As an Alameda biker (on my 
own bicycle!), I have very mixed 
feelings about the LimeBike 
Program. Yes! We need to allevi-
ate traffic congestion, and getting 
people out of cars is a robust and 
commendable idea.

Yet, what I have seen thus far 
regarding the LimeBikes has not 
been praiseworthy. So, please do 
not add more bikes to this pro-
gram until you work out all the 
bugs. I am tired of seeing these 
bikes abandoned everywhere. I 
have found them tipped over in 
the middle of our sidewalks, left 
in odd and almost inaccessible 
places or blocking driveways or 
doorways.

And, I am left wondering: what 
is the actual protocol to moni-
tor their usage? Recently, I have 
bicycled past one LimeBike left 
near the Bay Farm bicycle bridge. 
I have now ridden past it three 
days in a row. This bicycle, and 
a few others I have seen, are 
already showing signs of wear: 
rusting bike baskets and fading 
paint. I am reminded of the shop-
ping carts that are left to rot and 
that diminish the beauty of any 
street or city.

Please, don’t add any more 
bicycles until you have full con-
trol over the ones already in this 
system. How about using the GPS 
locators on these bicycles to 
monitor their locations? And, if in 
any one spot for more than 24 to 
48 hours, pick them up and return 
them to a central location. 

Don’t allow these bicycles to 
litter our streets and fall prey 
to users not courteous enough 
to leave them in bike racks or 
other reasonable locations. We 
need a sustainable program, not 
an eyesore.

— Carole Perry

Reflecting on good  
medical service
Editor:

As a master’s degree student 
in the area of public administra-
tion with a bachelor of science in 
medicine, I am concerned about 
the mannerisms people use toward 
patients, the service given to them 
and the hygiene of where the 
patients get treated. 

Example: Regardless if an 
employee of a clinic, hospital or stu-
dent finishing school it’s not any-
one’s place to condescend about 
the care or people who treat a 
patient. Patients are ill or injured 
and the last thing on their minds 
is, “Does this clinic know what they 
are doing?”

Please, when someone sacrifices 
time to learn how to assist the sick, 

it’s their job to help in whatever 
area they attended school to help 
the patient. It sickens me when I 
hear, “Oh it’s not my job” or “What 
does that patient want?” 

Don’t forget we all have the 
same purpose in medicine, to treat 
and care for those that need us. 
One day we will be in the patient’s 
place so think before you act or 
speak. 

The other concern is, if one is 
employed for cleanliness, please 
clean the hospital. It helps pre-
vent infection and rodents or other 
pests from coming in to harm 
the building or cause an inconve-
nience. Many think, “I have nothing 
to do,” but the bathroom is dirty, 
or the floor has not been cleaned.

When students go to medical 
school, they must remember the 
oath they agreed to upon accept-
ing their degrees. The safety of the 
patient comes first.

Remember, we will all be 
patients one day. Think before 
you speak and be considerate. 
Remember, care for the patient as 
someone would care for youself if 
you were sick. Respect and treat 
patients with “AIDET” (acknowl-
edge, introduce, duration, explana-
tion and thank you).  

It is important to realize we 
get patients with many different 
thoughts. Don’t argue, or talk 
down to them, because one day 
that might be us and how would 
we feel in that situation? I went 
back to school to learn how to be 
an advocate for a patient — their 
voice, eyes and ears. It’s not about 
me or the paycheck, but the care 
and delivery. The money will come 
because the patient will see the 
quality the organization delivers. 

Also remember, leaders don’t 
seem to be in charge when they 
have to demean other organiza-
tions, short serve the patient or 
shirk cleanliness because, in the 
end, it causes shut downs and peo-
ple wanting to go somewhere else 
for treatment because when one 
is sick one doesn’t have time for 
nonsense.

— Bianca Estella Garcia

Fun lovin’ Sun lovin’
Editor’s note: Several of our 

dedicated subscribers sent in notes 
of support recently that we enjoy 
sharing with everyone. 

Editor:
Might have to move out of 

Alameda if the Sun no longer exists. 
Keep going strong. Thanks.

— Tracy Becker

Hi Eric & staff:
Thank you for the paper. I look 

forward to it every week! Best,
— J. Dietz

To Alameda Sun: 
We appreciate your newspa-

per so much. We learn far more 
about Alameda from it than from 
any other newspaper or magazine. 
We’re happy to contribute our 
annual subscription.

— Guy & Nancy Mayes

Alameda Sun Editors:
We both enjoy the Sun so much, 

and I particularly like the coverage 
of women’s golf and our junior golf 
program.

— Betsy & George Gammell

Keep the bad guys’ feet to the 
fire!

— Leslie Hood
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Dear Eric & Dennis:
I enjoy reading the Sun every 

week and look forward to your 
blazing focus on current events. 
Keep up the good work!

— Loretta Dimitruck

Thanks again for all you do for 
our community. 

— Pat & Marty Butensky

Hi Eric & Dennis:
We’re very proud to support 

a truly local paper. In-depth 
reporting of Island news real-
ly matters and helps us make 
informed decisions. Keep up the 
good work, and we look forward 
to continued coverage by all the 
Alameda Sun staff. 

— Scott Weitze


