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Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Amblin’ Alameda

Time to march again
Editor:

Last year, following the inau-
guration of Donald Trump, huge 
demonstrations took place in 
Washington, D.C., and cities all 
over the U.S. and around the 
world. The Women’s March got 
everybody’s attention. It signaled 
that not only are women’s rights 
human rights, but that women 
were mobilized to harness their 
political power on a scale not 
seen before. 

A year later, the mission of the 
Women’s Marches planned for 
Saturday, Jan. 20, is to harness 
that collective political power of 
diverse women and their commu-
nities, to create transformative 
social change. Again, there will 
be large demonstrations, includ-
ing in Oakland and San Francisco.

Here in Alameda, we will be 
devoting our weekly Everyone 
Belongs Here Vigil for Human 
Rights to a show of solidarity 
with this movement. We will pro-
claim #Times Up. We will honor 
the memory of brave women who 
have stood up to oppression and 
denial of their dignity and rights. 

Heather Heyer, killed in 
Charlottesville last summer. 
Erica Garner, whose death on 
Dec. 30. robbed Black Lives 
Matter’s quest for criminal justice 
accountability of one of its lead-
ing voices. We will demand that 
Palestinian teen Ahed Tamimi 
be freed from Israeli detention. 
We will remember Rosa Parks, 
Fannie Lou Hamer, Ella Baker and 
Recy Taylor — historic figures 
who command our attention and 
inspire us to find our voices and 
build our confidence and cour-
age. Thank you, too, to Oprah 
Winfrey, who spoke out to call us 
all to action.

Where we stand in moments 
of comfort and convenience is 
not the measure of our humanity. 
Where do we stand at times of 
challenge and controversy?

To those who will not be going 
to the big marches, we offer you 
the opportunity to be a part of the 
movement right here in Alameda. 
We invite everyone — including 
our male allies, women and chil-
dren — to stand up and walk the 
corner of Park Street and Santa 
Clara Avenue to show our commu-
nity that we do not tolerate hate, 
intolerance, or sexual exploitation 
in our Island City.

See you there: noon to 1 
p.m. at the corner of Park and 
Santa Clara. Bring a sign (or 
use one of ours). Wear pink 

— or not. Experience the warmth 
and exhilaration of taking this small 
step to be a part of a group of like-
minded neighbors dedicated to a 
better world for all.

— Ruth Smiler

Alameda traffic is  
making me cranky
Editor:

Traffic. Traffic. Alameda’s traffic 
is making me cranky. What about 
traffic in Berkeley? Or Oakland? 
What makes our traffic so different 
from any other Bay Area city? Well, 
there are just five roads out of here! 
If our 78,900 residents all wanted to 
leave at the same time that would 
put 15,780 people at every egress. 
Imagine an emergency evacuation.

Do any of the “powers that be” 
ever try to leave town? There are 
lines of cars waiting, through mul-
tiple signal changes just to get onto 
Park Street. On top of it all, add 
another 12 minutes should a bridge 
be up.

Now we’re under the gun to 
build more houses and apartments. 
Additional housing means more 
families and more cars. More traf-
fic. More cranky residents.

Better mass transit, you say? Not 
so fast. California has grown into the 
quintessential auto-driven-mobile 
state. To increase bus lines and com-
muter transit is to put a Band-Aid 
on the problem. Most Alamedans 
will not take public transporta-
tion to go to the grocery store, to 
bring their children to school or to 
go to appointments in downtown 
Oakland. To wait at a bus stop in 
the rain, or at night, isn’t in an 
Alamedan’s playbook. Truly, there 
are not enough buses in town, let 
alone to supplement a mass egress.

Construction requests for hous-
ing development in Alameda are 
often submitted by contractors 
from out of town, out of state and 
even out of the country. The work-
ers do their jobs and they’re gone. 
Developers and contractors return 
to homes in Blackhawk, leaving 
Alameda residents to contend with 
traffic problems made worse.

It is prudent for the council-
members to get brave, take a stand 
and propose a moratorium on any 
further approvals of construction 
projects until another egress is 
approved and funded. Perhaps a 
deal can be struck with the Coast 
Guard to develop a cross over from 
Government Island; an access road 
from Oakland leads there now.

Finally, remember who sits on 
the City Council should a disaster 
strike that requires an evacuation. 

Morton Chalfy
Sunday is dog-walking day for 

me. I get out of bed around 6:30 
a.m., dress quickly, retrieve the 
New York Times from my doorstep 
and drive to a parking spot just 
over the Park Street bridge to read 
for a while until my friend Larry 
and his three-legged dog Maggie 
emerge from their home and beck-
on me to walk. We walk along the 
waterway at a measured pace as 
befits a three-legged dog and talk 
about the state of the world, our 
families and ourselves.

Along the way, we meet mul-
tiple people and their dogs also 
out for a morning amble in pursuit 
of the dogs doing their “business.” 
The dogs we meet come in all 
shapes, sizes, colors, hair lengths 
and personalities, and yet are rec-
ognized as dogs by one another 
and by us. The tiny, feisty ter-
rier who acts like a mastiff or the 
large, rambunctious, long-haired 
dog of indeterminate breed and 
every combination in between 
immediately recognize one anoth-
er as dogs, and do the same doggy 
things to one another regardless of 
appearance. 

They sniff each other’s butts, 
and in fact, sniff each other all 
over while deciding in some mys-

terious way whether they can be 
friends, enemies, lovers or indif-
ferents.

“Isn’t it remarkable that they 
all see the essential dog beneath 
the physical appearance,” com-
mented Larry. “Humans are much 
less differentiated and often miss 
the humanity we all share.”

I was surprised by this state-
ment as Larry is a highly intelligent 
and observant person and I took 
exception to the statement “humans 
are much less differentiated.” 

“We, too, are at least as dif-
ferentiated as dogs,” I remarked. 
We come in five major colors, 
hundreds of ethnicities and every 
combination of hue, size, hair 
type, physiognomy and aspect. 

Imagine a large person from 
Samoa next to a tiny person from 
Southeast Asia, a Viking con-
trasted with a Bushman of the 
Kalahari. Any ethnicity compared 
to any other, we are differentiated 
by thousands of years of isolation 
and hundreds of years of slow 
re-mixing. We are as different as 
the different breeds of dogs, yet 
the dogs recognize each other’s 
“dogness” and treat the other like 
a fellow being.

Humans, paradoxically, often 
fail to recognize the essential 

humanity of one another and 
treat one another like dogs 
instead. Humans are blinded by 
our biases to conjure what we 
believe are essential differences 
between us and fail miserably in 
seeing and accepting the essen-
tial sameness. This failure to see 
our common humanity leads to 
easy “dehumanization” of one 
another and serves to facilitate 
hatred and, in extreme cases, 
genocide.

We can see that all dogs are 
dogs regardless of breed or 
appearance. Our failure to see 
all humans as human is a failure 
of our cultures. Of course many 
humans can see the humanity in 
all others and act accordingly, 
which is to say, respectfully. 
Dogs find it easy, so should we.

Check out more of Alameda 
resident Morton Chalfy’s writings 
at www.mortchalfy.com.

Canine Recognition, 
Respect is Universal

Our failure to 
see all humans 
as human is a 
failure of our 
cultures. 

Just try to exit this island commu-
nity during an emergency.

Let’s do some real city planning 
for a change. Every new residential 
unit developed should contribute to 
building our next bridge or digging 
our next tunnel. Councilmembers: 
Think about it, and then do some-
thing before it is too late. The result 
rests on your shoulders.

— C.A.S., Alameda resident, 
37 years

Concerned voters  
want an update
Editor:

Last November, you reported on 
possible corruption and illegal acts 
by our elected leaders, Jim Oddie 
and Malia Vella (“City to Look into 
Fire Union,” Nov. 2). The story cov-
ered the investigation of whether 
Oddie and Vella wrongly interfered 
with the hiring of Alameda’s incom-
ing fire chief. It also covered allega-
tions that they exerted illegal pres-
sure on City Manager Jill Keimach to 
pick a leader of the local firefighters’ 
union as our fire chief.

Since the article was published, 
we have heard nothing about the 
investigation. 2018 is an election 
year for our beautiful Island City, 
and whoever we elect to lead our 
city will decide a host of issues that 
affect every one of our citizens.

We’re writing to ask if you 
have any updates on this impor-
tant story. As proud and engaged 
residents, we would like to know 
all the information that we can, 
about the entire slate of candi-
dates, well in advance of going 
into the voting booth. 

If Oddie and Vella are guilty of 
breaking the law and illegally pres-
suring our independent city man-
ager to hire unqualified fire depart-
ment leadership due to union ties, 
we voters need to know. Would you 
be able to publish an update on the 
investigation?

Thank you!
— Sam Featherstone, David 
Skaff and David Lekashman 

Editor’s note: This investigation 
is ongoing, no report has been issued.

Spencer a proven leader
Editor:

Mayor Trish Spencer has more 
stories floating around about her 
then any politician in this town. 
These are by design. Initially when 
she became mayor, all I heard about 
was a well-educated attorney with 
a child attending Harvard who was 
“not very mayoral.”

Then the narrative was that she 
drinks too much. Let me tell you, as a 
person who does not drink, all of you 
get a little loose and a whole lot more 
fun after a glass of wine. So let’s not 
be too judgy. 

Trish has one fault. She did not get 
in line as a candidate. She did not ask 
permission — she did not ask special-
interest groups like the unions for 
campaign money. She instead stood 
on various corners of town as we 
drove our kids to school and com-
muted to work. She held a homemade 
sign over her head that said, “Trish 
Spencer for Mayor.”   

This was a teachable moment for 
every parent. I showed my children 
the beauty of this country.  You live 
where you can wake up one day and 
challenge the status quo. 

This coming election year this fully 
independent mayor will, in all likeli-
hood, have a smear campaign against 
her like we have never seen. She is not 
an automatic “yes” or “no” for anyone. 
She will make and has made, to the 
best of her ability, decisions solely for 
what she equates is best for this town. 

By no means am I portraying her 
as a perfect anything, but from my 
first-hand experience I have seen a 
person who genuinely seems to care 
about this town and that’s what we so 
badly need.  

Keep in mind that most union 
interests are held by people who 
don’t actually live in this town. I am 
not anti-union, I am anti-extremist. 
There has to be balance. I will be 
the first one to say that, as a com-
munity, we need to take care of 
our first responders, our  teachers 
and all the people employed to 
run our infrastructure. I don’t want 
my mayor, school superintendent, 
councilmembers or city manager 
indebted to any group but the resi-
dents of this town. 

So for those of you who are 
lucky enough to not know the poli-
tics of this town and the narratives 

Editor’s note: Alameda resident 
“Iron Man” Dick Wood recently sent in 
a number of hand-written comical mus-
ings he composed as his advancing age 
forces him to find humor in different 
situations. While some are definitely 
not fit for public consumption, here are 
a few of the tamer submissions.

Dear Dr. K:
The doctors have been asking me 

how I injured my back. Now I know. 
When I was about one year old, 

my aunts Mabel and Hazel came 
to visit. They said I was cute and 
asked if I could walk yet. Each held 
a hand to help me walk. My back 
was hurting. They said, “Big boy, 
look how strong he is,” as I wob-
bled. I loved the praise, so I gritted 
my gums and kept going. Once they 
had left, I went back to my hands 
and knees to relieve the pain. 

Recently, in my carpeted digs, 
I am moving about quite comfort-
ably on hands and knees. My back 
doesn’t hurt until I stand up or 
walk. Perhaps the doctors could 
suggest my pain-relieving discovery 
to other patients.

— Dick Wood

Dear Dr. K:
When I was a newborn, the doc-

tor held me by the ankles, slapped 
my butt and made me cry. He said it 
was to make me breathe. 

Ditto when I worked in an 
OBGYN while in the military at 
Beale Air Force Base in Marysville, 
Calif., during the early 1950s.

Now doctors must get the new-
born’s permission or they can be 
sued. 

— Dick Wood

My Cardiologist
Doctor: “Mr. Wood, your heart is 
leaking badly and failing.”
Wood: I want to go to the Mayo 
Clinic in Arizona or Minnesota. 

Resident’s Ramblings
Doctor: If you want mayo, go to 
Safeway. 

Doctor vs. Patient
Wood: Doctor, my back is painful 
when I stand or walk. 
Doctor: Your MRI suggests your 
back is full of termites.
Wood: Can you correct the prob-
lem? 
Doctor: Not until you change 
your name.

This Property for Sale
Hysterical landmark with 

historical implications. Lincoln 
Avenue apartment house was 
home to famous writer, psychic. 
In 50 years, will be beachfront 
property with a boat dock. 
Invest now!

“When I grow up I want to be 
a senior.”

of this mayor, please keep in mind 
that she always shows up, she has 
been the same Trish since day one 
and that she is not obligated to 
anyone but the average resident of 
this town. 

We need independent people like 
her in our town protecting our inter-
ests and values as a community.

— Farhad Matin

Thank you for successful 
Holiday Home Tour
Editor:

On Saturday, Dec. 9, the Alameda 
Family Services League hosted its 
47th annual Alameda Holiday Home 
Tour, a fundraiser for Alameda 
Family Services. This year’s tour 
was a resounding success with 
more than 500 tour goers enjoying 
the fabulous homes, delicious tea 
and festive gourmet shop, raffle and 
holiday boutique. The tour would 
not have been possible without the 
support of our wonderful commu-
nity members.

First and foremost, thank you 
to the delightful homeowners who 
opened their homes to guests. 
Nancy and Roger, Nathan and 
Gabin, Elizabeth, Julie and Martin, 
and Nancy and Garr: Thank you so 
much for your generosity — you 
truly made this tour possible and 
unforgettable.

Our team of more than 100 vol-
unteers also deserve a resounding 
ovation! Our Head Home Docents, 
home docents, tea volunteers, 
Santas, musicians, cookie-and-
treat makers and helpers and holi-
day boutique vendors at the Elks 
Lodge were incredibly generous 
with their time and talent. We are 
also so grateful for the support and 
encouragement of the Alameda 
Family Services staff and board of 
directors.

In addition to volunteer hours, 

b LETTERS: Page 10

OPINION


