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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Poem of the Month
Excuse me,

Are we really going to build a wall 
along this dusty border?  
Do we ask for papers of  

immigrant clouds 
drifting over to bless us with 

shade and rain?  
How about jackrabbits?  

Coyotes? 
Armadillos?  

They certainly don’t speak 
English

Much less have a real job.  
Doggone it,

even the stars 
don’t only shine on us…

Instead of a wall, 
let’s plant a belt of trees and keep 

all of the oxygen on our side —
Lord knows we need it. 

We’ll let the birds of the world 
take sanctuary in the highest 

branches, 
on one condition: 
they gotta build 
their own nests.  

— Marilyn Flower

Time for a real  
investigation
Editor:

Reading (“Year in Review” Dec. 
28) about protests over our presi-
dent, I wondered are there any 
old-fashioned liberals around? 
You know, those who believe in 
democratic elections and are 
against police surveillance and 
confrontationist war policies? 

I’m a little shocked at how 
little protest there has been from 
Bernie Sanders supporters over 
the brazen hijacking of last year’s 
Democratic nominating process.   

And what about the ongoing 
legal coup attempt against the 
president, under the guise of the 
Robert Mueller “investigation?”

People have a right to not like 
Donald Trump. I don’t agree with 
him on everything. But somehow 
the obsession against Trump has 
blinded so many people, that I 
think some of our formerly sane 
citizens have gone dangerously 
over the edge.

We now have mounting evi-
dence that the highest levels of 
the FBI and Justice Department 
under President Obama, together 
with British intelligence were in 
cahoots to interfere in a presiden-
tial campaign and spy on high-lev-
el officials of one candidate. Then, 
after that candidate got elected, 
concoct a fraudulent “Russiagate” 
and carry out other measures 
worthy of J. Edgar Hoover to 

destroy the newly elected presi-
dent. And who is Robert Mueller, 
the special prosecutor?  Mueller 
ran a fraudulent prosecution of 
Lyndon LaRouche in 1986.

Later as head of the FBI, he 
and the NSA imposed massive sur-
veillance on the American people 
following the 9/11 attack, as we 
launched a war against a country 
that had nothing to do with the 
attack.

I think it’s time for serious peo-
ple to realize what’s been going on 
is not a Republican or Democrat 
issue. We have an out-of-control 
gang in our intelligence services. 
How extensive are their crimes 
and what is their intent? That’s 
what needs to be investigated.  
The very soul of our nation is at 
stake.

— Hunter Cobb

Parking relief needed  
at Alameda Hospital
Editor:

My wife and I moved to 
Alameda in 1986 and over the 
years we have received excellent, 
even life-saving, care at the hos-
pital, for which we are thankful. I 
write now to express my irritation 
with the parking situation at the 
hospital and to make a suggestion.

I had an 8 a.m. appointment 
at the hospital. When I arrived, I 
found the parking lot absolutely 
full! I parked over on Otis Drive. 
Once in the hospital, I talked with 
two employees who attributed the 
full lot to the shift change. One 
suggested I use the valet service. 

But that begins at 9 a.m. — not 
real helpful for an 8 a.m. appoint-
ment. There is no doubt that most 
of the cars filling the lot belong to 
hospital staff. I am healthy enough 
to walk the long block from Otis, 
other patients may not be able to 
do that.

I suggest that the hospital do 
what many other hospitals with 
parking problems do — find a 
remote place for staff parking 
and provide a shuttle to take the 
employees to and from the hos-
pital. There are many possible 
sites on the Main Island, none 
farther than about a five-minute 
shuttle ride. If the site has to be at 
Alameda Point, that still works out 
to a 10-minute shuttle ride.

— Jay Mechling

Doing the right thing
Editor:

Last night I received a tele-
phone call from a Mr. Kissinger. 
He told me that he and his wife 

Eric:
Here is a contribution toward 

the excellent work of the Alameda 
Sun. One of the two best things in 
Alameda. Keep up the great work! 

Happy New Year to you, Dennis 
and everyone at the Sun.

— Carolyn West

Editor’s note: We know Carolyn 
is the president of the board of direc-
tors for Rhythmix Cultural Works, the 
above referenced other “best thing 
in Alameda.”

Great local newspaper. Happy to 
support. Keep them coming.

— Mel Goldberg

Enclosed is our check in 
response to your appeal. (“Please 
Consider Supporting Sun” Dec. 28)

We depend on local news from 
your newspaper and often, the 
editorial page letters from us 
local folks can be very interest-
ing reading! 

We hope you will continue to 
operate — even thrive — with the 
response from Alameda Sun read-
ers. With every good wish for a 
prosperous 2018.

— Gary & Lola Brown
Keep up the good work, 

Alameda Sun! Happy 2018.
— Christy Kotowski

Dear Dennis, Eric and Staff:
Thank you for caring about the 

city of Alameda and its residents, 
and presenting both sides of each 
story. 

— Marie Kane

More Appreciation for the Sun

had been out walking near the post 
office and found several letters 
opened and rifled among which was 
one of mine. 

The post box was full to the 
brim, so not hard to pull out some 
letters. Because I had a return 
address, he was able to find my tele-
phone number and called to tell me. 

How kind! How thoughtful!
Because of his sense of the right 

thing to do, I was able to cancel the 
check. I am most grateful. 

— Mary A. Dreiman

A year of speaking out 
in memory of Dr. King 
Editor:

This Saturday marks the first 
anniversary of local residents pay-
ing tribute to Martin Luther King Jr. 
in Downtown Alameda. In honoring 
Dr. King, we are reminded of his 
wisdom and leadership that has 
sustained — and challenged — us 
all year.  

As “human billboards” every 
Saturday at noon, Alamedans have 
come together to express our com-
mitment to inclusivity in our city, 
our schools, our neighborhoods, 
our country and, indeed, our plan-
et. By publicly making these cher-
ished values visible, we channel our 
anger and sadness into action for a 
better world. 

As Dr. King taught us, it is about 
more than racial justice. America, 
he said, is not about Blacks and 
Whites. America is about people 
with rights. “Injustice anywhere is 
a threat to justice everywhere,” he 
said. “We must all learn to live 
together as brothers or we will all 
perish as fools.”

2017 was a challenging year. All 
around us we have seen an unleash-
ing of hate and fear that threatens 
members of our community. We 
have seen assaults on our envi-
ronment. We have worried about 
our access to health care. We have 
been alarmed by wars and instabil-
ity around the globe. 

By standing up for justice and 
the rights of all, we renew our dedi-
cation to each other and the values 
that make us great. We gain confi-
dence to combat the helplessness 
that undermines our ability to par-
ticipate as citizens in a democracy. 

We have learned a lot. I wish 
to thank all who have been sup-
portive and participated in the vig-
ils, including the pedestrians who 
share their stories, and the drivers 
who honk and wave. Alameda is a 
special place. It is an honor and a 
privilege to be a part of this com-
munity.

Everyone is encouraged to join 
us on Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 
Saturday, Jan. 13, from noon to 1 
p.m. at the corner of Park Street and 
Santa Clara Avenue.  

— Ruth Smiler

Adopt-a-Classroom says 
‘thanks’ to recent donors
Editor:

Thanks to our generous com-
munity, the Alameda Education 
Foundation (AEF) has been able 
to support 159 teachers so far 
this school year by providing 
them with $79,500 to benefit their 
classrooms.

I would like to thank our 
December Adopt-A-Classroom 
donors: An Encinal family, the 
Peddada family, Bay Ship & Yacht 
Co., Perforce Foundation, the 
families of Ms. Singh’s classroom, 
Para and Helmut Gehle, Roberta 
and Jim Rockwell and the families 

Andrew R. Campanella
Later this month, schools, 

homeschool groups, organizations 
and individuals in California and 
across America will work togeth-
er to raise awareness about the 
importance of opportunity in K-12 
education.

National School Choice Week 
begins on Jan. 21 and celebrates 
all types of schools and education 
environments for children.

Nationwide, 32,240 different 
events and activities — such as 
open houses, school fairs and 
information sessions — are being 
planned, with an estimated atten-
dance of 6.7 million people. In fact, 
2,302 of those events and activities 
will be held in California — three 
are in Alameda.

National School Choice Week 
has been celebrated every year 
since 2011. And even with increased 
awareness, many families still have 
questions about school choice and 
how it can benefit them and their 
communities.

The first thing to know is that 
school choice isn’t partisan or 
political. It isn’t about a specific 
set of policy goals either. Rather, 
it’s about parents making personal 
decisions for their children.

School choice means empow-

of Mrs. De Santiago’s class. 
Thanks are also due to Jane 

and Ernie Peterson, Monkey King 
Pub & Grub, the Yu family, the 
Cochran family and the Petersen 
family. 

Concrete Body made a gener-
ous donation as did: The Obot-
Williams family, Brian Bunger and 
Sherri Stewart Bunger, the Yu-Bai 
family, Meher Kamra, the Tamaoki 
family, Billie Huang’s family and 
Bay Farm families. One donor 
chose to remain anonymous.

AEF’s Adopt-A-Classroom 
program gives 100 percent of 
each $500 donation to teachers 
enabling them to purchase mate-
rials and supplies, go on field 
trips or bring in assemblies. More 
information may be found at www.
AlamedaEducation.org.

— Kathleen C. Woulfe
Adopt-A-Classroom Chair, 

Alameda Education Foundation

Finding the right 
school is impor-
tant because 
every child has 
unique talents, 
challenges and 
needs. 

School Choice Week 
is Coming up Jan. 21

ering individual parents with the 
opportunity to search for, and find, 
the best education environments 
for their individual children — 
regardless of where they live or 
how much money they make.

Finding the right school is 
important because every child 
has unique talents, challenges and 
needs. School choice isn’t about 
finding fault with any of the school-
ing options available. Instead, it 
recognizes that while one student 
might thrive at a neighborhood 
school, another student might do 
better somewhere else.

Research shows that when par-
ents actively choose schools and 
education environments for their 
children, students are more likely 
to succeed in school. They are also 
more likely to graduate from high 
school, get good jobs and partici-
pate in their communities.

School choice isn’t just theo-
retical. Right now, more parents in 
California and across America are 
actively choosing the education 
environments for their children 
than at any other time in history.

National School Choice Week 
provides parents with an oppor-
tunity to evaluate the education 

options available for their chil-
dren. If parents are interested 
in switching their child to a 
different school, or considering 
homeschooling, it helps to start 
looking into these options in the 
winter.

Families in California can 
choose from traditional public 
schools, public charter schools, 
public magnet schools, private 
schools, online academies and 
homeschooling.  

Searching for a new school, 
or considering an alternative 
education environment, doesn’t 
have to be daunting. Parents can 
start by talking to their children 
and other parents, research-
ing schools online, and visiting 
schools in person. A good place 
to start is the National School 
Choice Week website: www.
schoolchoiceweek.com, where 
we provide more information 
about specific school choice 
options in the Golden State as 
well as listings of the tens of 
thousands of local and regional 
events happening this year.

National School Choice Week 
is a time when the country 
comes together around the idea 
that every child can succeed 
when they find the right school 
fit. This January, parents have 
more options and opportunities 
than ever before to find that 
right fit. For individual commu-
nities and for our country, that 
is a good thing.

A nationally recognized advo-
cate for children and families, 
Andrew R. Campanella serves 
as president of National School 
Choice Week, the world’s larg-
est-annual celebration of oppor-
tunity in education. He lives in 
Northwest Florida.

Commentary

This is the time to celebrate opportunity in education

The Myth 
of Upward 
Mobility

Jeffrey R. Smith
In the recent commentary (“Why 

Hospital is Worthy of Support” Jan. 
4) the writer asks that Alameda 
Hospital “understand that not 
everyone was born into money but 
if given a chance will help by paying 
as much as they can.”

The writer suggests that only 
those born choking on silver spoons 
can afford to pay retail prices at 
Alameda Hospital. She has framed 
the discussion in what polemi-
cists or rhetoricians would call the 
“forced dichotomy” or that people 
fit into one of two categories: they 
are either “born into money” or 
they cannot afford to pay asking 
prices at Alameda Hospital.

Believing in the American Dream 
or the myth of upward mobility, I 
like to think there exists at least one 
additional category: Starting out 
poor and seizing on opportunity.

Our superintendent of schools, 
skating on the advantages of fungi-
ble tax money, rakes off a quarter of 
million each year from the Alameda 
Unified School District budget. Is it 
relevant whether he was raised in a 
barn, a Queen Anne, a Craftsman, a 
Quonset Hut or an Airstream?

The chief administrator at the 
hospital, due to the munificence 
of a parcel tax, can legally dip into 
the hospital coffers to the tune of 

Tongue in Cheek
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