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It’s about the process
Editor:

I appreciate the response to my 
commentary (“Disappointment 
with recent commentary,” Dec. 
28). But the point of my article 
was not nuclear energy, which I 
happen to be against as I don’t 
want to replace carbon with radi-
ation as our environmental woe. 
No. The point was about the pro-
cess — the way things are done in 
Alameda. Paperwork at City Hall 
described Kairos as a “renewable 
energy” company. Why? To get 
things passed should it undergo 
public scrutiny?

The mayor expressed con-
cern over the labeling as well 
and said so at a Council meeting. 
No notification was given to the 
residents of Alameda as to the 
type of business moving on to the 
Island. What is becoming clear 
to me is an established mecha-
nism for getting things done in 
Alameda heavily biased towards 
big money. 

I am not saying I want to 
deny anyone the right to do busi-
ness and profit. But times have 
changed. It’s time to do things 
above board, in the light, with an 
educated and engaged electorate 
that is heard. 

Planning for Alameda has to 
be taken to another level. For 
example: a special seat was given 
developers and the Chamber 
of Commerce at the Alameda 
Economic Task Force meetings 
while the suggestions of the mar-
ginalized public, sitting in the 
audience, were largely erased 
from the final plan. 

I believe in people, not spe-
cial interests. That’s the point of 
being “blindsided.”

— Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin

Tenants respect  
landlord, vice versa
Editor:

I am what a former 
Councilmember referred to as 
a mom-and-pop owner of rental 
property. He got a lot of flak 
about championing this group.

About 10 years ago I placed 
an ad in the Alameda Sun for 
a one-bedroom apartment for 
rent, including utilities. The next 
day, Sun contributor Gil Michaels 
called, checked out the apart-
ment and rented it. 

Three years later, to my sur-
prise, Michaels and his sister 
raised their own rent. This has 
happened three times over 10 

years, notwithstanding their limited 
income. Their awareness of market 
conditions prompted them to act 
without recognition.

They taught me a lesson I want 
to pass on to others. Now, I show  
my other tenants the increased 
expenses, especially utilities, and 
they help pay for them.

— Dick Wood 

Children need homes  
for the holidays
Editor:

Children need homes for the 
holidays and the homeless need 
homes — for people (“Pets Need 
Homes for the Holidays,” Dec. 21). 
Enough is enough with the cats 
and dogs, let’s think of people first. 
Alameda has gone to the dogs! It is 
insane. People are sick. 

I want you to put this in the let-
ters to the editor. I’ll watch for it. 
Let’s see. 

— L. Chen

AWC thanks ABN
Editor:

On behalf of the Alameda Welfare 
Council (AWC), I would like to pub-
licly thank the Alameda Business 
Network (ABN) for its generous 
donation of $12,000 to our cause.

The ABN held a great fundraiser, 
Arms Around Alameda.

The members’ tireless efforts 
and generosity raised money that 
AWC will distribute to Alameda 
Non-Profits. This begins AWC’s 90th 
year of service to local non profit 
organizations.

I encourage Alamedans to sup-
port members of ABN who offer 
various services. The website is 
AlamedaBizNet.com.

Thank you Alameda Business 
Network!

— Tomalene Anderson
AWC President

Adopt-a-Bed update
Editor:

The women and children at 
the Midway Shelter would like to 
thank those individuals and groups 
who contributed to the shelter in 
December. A number of the listed 
donors contributed several times 
last month. Two donors chose to 
remain anonymous.  

Generous groups last month 
included Pacific Coast Real Estate, 
Starbucks at South Shore Center, 
St. Joseph Basilica, the Bay Area 
Crochet & Knitting Guild, Alameda 
Christian Reformed Church, 
the Alameda Quilt Guild and the 

Alameda Hospitality Club.
Jeff and Theresa Rude donated 

to the shelter in December, as did 
Lily Lorens, Kathryn Ann Kenneally, 
and Jean Smith-Castle. Robert 
and Ann Kenyon were among the 
donors last month, as were Beatrix 
Greenwell, Louis Toepfer and 
Christine Buck

Mary McNamara donated in 
honor of Jackie MacMillan. Jerene 
Meissert sent a donation to honor 
Kate Meissert. Mary Burson asked 
to note her donation as a Christmas 
gift for Jesse. The Pipkin-McGrath 
family sent a donation, as did Louise 
Oram, Virginia Krutilek, Gabrielle 
Dolphin, Susanne Gallagher and 
Jacqueline MacMillan.

Joan Harris donated to the 
shelter last month. Ann North, 
Leslie Thornton, Jeff Delaney and 
Paula Patillo-Dupree all donated in 
December, as did Janette Howard, 
Mary Buck, William and Rosemarie 
Jackson, Cynthia and Walter Grady 
and Mary Lou Kurtz. Glenn and Patti 
Itano sent a donation, as did Pamela 
Williams, Emily and Joseph Shea, 
Helen Sause, Robert S. McBride and 
Dawn E. Graeff. Steve Krutilek and 
Mary Mills joined Garrienne Nakano 
on the list of generous December 
donors. 

If you’d like to see your name list-
ed among the January donors, make 
a check payable to the Alameda 
Homeless Network and mail it to 
Alameda Homeless Network, P.O. 
Box 951, Alameda CA 94501. To 
learn more call 357-0205, ext. 206 or 
visit www.midwayshelter.com. 

— Ginny Krutilek

Regarding Haight 
School’s renaming
Editor:

Regarding the renaming of 
Haight Elementary School on 
account of remarks Henry Huntly 
Haight made a century and half ago, 
(“CITE ARTICLE,” DATE) it brings 
to mind the eulogy delivered by 
Shakespeare’s Mark Anthony, “The 
evil that men do lives after them; 
the good they do is oft interred with 
their bones.”

Since it seems to be the fashion 
to dig back into history to denigrate 
long dead people, why not resort 
to the Roman practice of damnatio 
memoriae and use all the color-
ful obloquy that it provides? For 
example, the Theodosian Code has 
a beautiful example of the language  
all social justice warriors should 
learn: 

“The consulship befouled and 
defiled by a filthy monster has been 
delivered from the foul stain of his 
tenure and from the recollection of 
his name and the base filth thereof 
by erasing his name from the calen-
dar. All statues in bronze or marble, 
all colored pictures set up in his 
honor in public or private places, 
are to be abolished that they may 
not, as a brand of infamy upon our 
age, pollute the gaze of beholders.” 
(C.Th.ix.40.17)

This can, of course, be mas-
saged to fit the particular villain of 
the moment, and would make these 
efforts even more amusing than 
they already are. 

—  David A. Desiderio

A sunny poem and 
other letters of support

There once was a small-town 
paper,

That everyone come Thursday 
would savor —

The two publishers never showed 
favor.

Working hard to be fair,
Short of losing their hair,

Managed to inform everyone there. 
A new year has begun,

Lit up by the Alameda Sun.

Thanks guys, and thanks to 
everyone at the Alameda Sun!

— Judy Jacobs
Editor’s note: Judy’s poem was 

just one of the supportive notes we 
received after publishing “Please 
Consider Supporting Sun,” Dec. 28). 
More kind words from subscribers for 
the paper follow.

Dear Dennis & Eric:
First, thanks for hanging in 

there to publish Alameda’s only 
local weekly newspaper. I have been 
meaning to send in a subscription 
or donation to support your efforts 
for quite a while, but I finally got to 
it after reading your recent edito-
rial. Thanks for the kick!

Blanca Estella Garcia 
Many times I hear people say, 

“Why do we pay taxes to Alameda 
Hospital?” I ask, “Why not?”

If it’s a dire matter of life and 
death, minutes count and the 
hospital is there. If you don’t like 
someone or something don’t cost 
someone their life or opportunity 
to live. 

Many of us don’t think before 
we respond or just speak and 
make decisions without thinking 
about everyone involved. Life is 
a gift not a promise. It doesn’t 
matter what age or station in 
life, regardless of how much you 
think you have, it won’t save you.    

As someone who works for 
Alameda Hospital, I know we give 
our best because it could be us 
requiring medical care one day 
and we would want the best for 
ourselves. 

Hospital employees are con-
tracted to do a service, not just 
to our own satisfaction. We do 
justice and serve. We don’t short 
circuit our jobs, we do our jobs.  
We know it’s not fun being sick 
and having to come to a place 
one doesn’t trust. It’s a privilege 

to help. We remember that we 
all will be a patient someday 
and deserve to have responsible 
people who care, not flakes or 
hot heads. 

I work for Alameda Hospital 
and love it. The only thing our 
leaders need to think about is 
safety. They need to reward those 
that make a difference and keep 
the hospital working in a fashion 
that patients want to use it.

Drastic changes are not good. 
I recommend outlining plans to 
represent the core values of a 
state-of-the-art hospital. Don’t 
burn out employees that make 
a difference. Administrators 
need to look at the quality of 
workers in service and deliver 
a hospital that the community 
needs. The administration needs 
to refine and groom workers to 
be the people needed to suit the 
patients needs. 

Administrators also need to 
come up with a better way of 
handling payment plans for some 
patients that can’t afford care 
and have a billing service that is 
more compassionate. The hos-
pital must understand that not 

everyone was born into money 
but if given a chance will help by 
paying as much as they can. 

It’s not about me, but about 
the sick that need the hospi-
tal. We need to let the commu-
nity know we are here for them. 
Without patients, the hospital 
would not exist. With solid lead-
ers we can iron out any insur-
ance problems and care for the 
patient. 

Alameda Hospital is a great 
place. It just needs to have people 
that will sit back and think before 
they act. Patients, please come 
back, we miss you. We are here 
for you. Best wishes for 2018.

Blanca Estella Garcia works 
as an administrator at Alameda 
Hospital.

Why Hospital is 
Worthy of Support

After having worked in the 
public arena for nearly 40 years, 
I truly know and appreciate the 
importance of a local newspaper 
which can keep tabs on and hold 
public officials responsible for 
their duties. The recent unethi-
cal, if not illegal, actions by some 
of our Councilmembers is a per-
fect example. 

It is examples such as that 
which only amplify the impor-
tance of a “watchdog” publica-
tion that can keep the public 
informed. 

I have enclosed a donation 
to help you defray some of your 
costs.

Keep up the good work and 
best of luck in the new year!

— Burnham “Burny” 
Matthews, Former  

Alameda Police Chief

I was going to send in $25, but I 
got such a huge laugh out of your 
response to Bruce Elerick (“Editor’s 
Note” Dec. 28) that I decided to up 
it to $50. Happy New Year!

— Alexandra Petrich

We love your paper! Thanks for 
all you do. 

— Sam Moriana &  
Roxanne LeBlanc 

Thanks for giving Alamedans a 
voice and a mirror.

— Scott Hildreth

I enjoy getting your paper. Keep 
up the good work. Here’s a little 
something to help cover costs. 

— Jim Trenkle

Thanks for keeping me up to 
date with events and happenings 
here in Alameda.

— Lorraine Salazar

Commentary

The hospital must 
understand that 
not everyone was 
born into money.


