
Avenue, has a roster of fun sea-
sonal events for everyone to enjoy. 
From music, to comedy, to fla-
menco, to bubbles!

Accordions may seem unusual 
for holiday music, but on Saturday, 
Dec. 10, at 8 p.m., Rhythmix will 
feature The Accordion Babes for 
a night of diverse holiday cheer. 
Travel from French border towns 
to Tex-Mex cafes to Cajun and rock 
dance halls with the accordion 
talents of Tara Linda, Jet Black 
Pearl, Skylar Fell and Renee de la 
Prade. Four acts will showcase 
how the accordion has evolved, 
deftly demonstrated by these tal-
ented ladies.

For a Spanish-influenced cul-
tural experience, check out Fiesta 
Flamenca. On Sunday, Dec. 18, at 
7 p.m., head over to Rhythmix to 
experience a celebration of paella, 
Spanish Christmas carols (called 
‘villancicos’), along with festive 
holiday flamenco dancing. The 
show features the award-winning 
ensemble Caminos Flamencos and 
includes special guest perform-
ers direct from Spain. Enjoy the 
stylings of dancer Reyes Barrios 
and singer El Grillo, Mizuho Sato, 
award-winning dancer Yaelisa, 
and guitarist Jason McGuire (“El 
Rubio”). Catch the Spanish spirit 
of the holidays!

Looking for something the kids 
will love? Check out The Amazing 
Bubble Show, performed by Louis 
Pearl, a.k.a. The Amazing Bubble 
Man. Pearl blends humor and art, 

with plenty of audience participa-
tion. Pearl has been performing 
all over the world for almost 30 
years and has perfected a show 
that captivates audiences of all 
ages. Pearl creates everything 
from square bubbles to bubble 
volcanos, generating excitement 
and amazement with every magi-
cal moment. Choose the 11 a.m. or 
the 1 p.m. performance on Dec.11, 
or come for the first show and 
stay for the second. Pearl’s per-
formance will be accompanied by 
“Accordion Babe” Jet Black Pearl. 
(If you missed The Accordion 
Babes, here’s another chance to 
get a taste of her accordion vir-
tuosity.)

Are you someone who enjoys 
relaxing with some shopping at 
the holidays? Rhythmix is featur-
ing Mini Masterpieces through 
Jan. 4. Located in the K gallery, 
this art exhibit features a wide 
range of smaller pieces created 
by local artists using a wide range 
of materials. If you’re looking for 
unique gifts this holiday season, 
the gallery offers affordable prices 
on one-of-a-kind treasures. Check 
out the gallery’s open house dur-
ing Alameda’s Second Fridays Art 
Walk (Dec. 9) from 6 to 9 p.m. (or 
make an appointment).

Rhythmix rounds out the 
season with a high-energy New 
Year’s Eve Soul Party featuring 
the soul and blues vocal styl-
ings of Oakland native Terrie 
Odabi, backed by Kirk Crumple 

on bass, Terry Hiatt on guitar, 
Simon Russell on the piano and 
Derrick Martin on drums. Odabi 
does everything from opening for 
Average White Band and Lenny 
Williams, to performing at the 
Concord Pavilion and the Fillmore 
Jazz Festival. Odabi’s amazing and 
perfectly toned vocals match her 
creative spirit and captivating 
stage presence. You can head out 
to enjoy a bluesey transition into 
the New Year on Dec. 31 at either 
7 or 10 p.m.

Send 2016 off with a kiss good-
bye and side-splitting comedy on 
Jan. 3 at 7 p.m. Will Durst leads 
this comedic night accompanied 
by Johnny Steele, Debi Durst, 
Michael Bossier, Mari Magaloni 
and Arthur Gaus. Reflect back on 
the year and live the memories 
again through sketches, stand-up 
and improv centered around the 
major news stories of 2016. The 
show is described as “Saturday 
Night Live meets The Daily Show. 
On steroids” making it the ultimate 
way to start the New Year.

This season, make it a new holi-
day tradition to visit Rhythmix and 
enjoy fun and festive events the 
whole family will love. Check out 
rhythmix.org to book tickets and 
find out more. Rhythmix Cultural 
Works, is located at 2513 Blanding 
Ave. Call 865-5060 or visit www.
rhythmix.org for more information.

Avalon Cassard is an Alameda 
Sun intern. She can be reached at 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Plan a party with us.  
We never charge a rental fee!

craft beers

small bites

Mention this ad  
for half-off  
your first  

glass of wine!

craft beers

small bites

Mention this ad  
for half-off  
your first  

glass of wine!
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$
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 510-865-3474

HAPPY HOLIDAYS  

FROM ALL OF US!
See you soon.

CRAB SEASON 
IS HERE

CRAB SEASON 
IS HERE
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Happy Holidays Alameda

WHILE THEY LAST! Specially Framed, 
Autographed Photos of Vintage HOF 
Baseball Players Like: Maris, Mantle, 
Aaron, Mays, Williams & More!

HOURS: Tues-Fri: 10-5, Sat: 10-4
2000 ENCINAL AVE. • 522-4494

ADDITIONAL 20% OFF CUSTOM FRAMES 
FREE UPGRADE TO CONSERVATION GLASS!

Framed 
Sports Art!

FINAL 
CLEARANCE  
1/3 OFF!

Personal Service, 
Quality Work 
Since 1977
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46 Years of Holiday Magic  
2016 Alameda  

Holiday Home Tour

Free & Open to the Public:

Saturday, Dec. 10, 2016
Gourmet Shop ~ Holiday Artisan Boutique

9:00 am - 3:30 pm

Home Tours
9:30 am - 4:00 pm

Holiday Tea
11:00 am - 3:00 pm

A Fundraiser for Alameda Family Services

Five “Only-In-Alameda” Homes Gorgeously  
Decorated for the Holidays Representing  

the Best of Island Living
Advance Tickets $35 

Day-of-Tour $40 (@ Elks Lodge: Santa Clara & Oak St.)
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Two Island City Holiday Season 
Traditions Continue this Saturday
Tree lighting, Christmas Tree Lane 
celebrations are long-standing events

Sun Staff Reports
This weekend marks the official 

beginning of the holiday season 
here in the Island City with the offi-
cial Mayor’s Holiday Tree Lighting 
set for 4:30 p.m. this Saturday, Dec. 
3. The event coincides with the 
debut of “Christmas Tree Lane” 
that same evening. 

Mayor’s Tree Lighting 
Ceremony

The Mayor’s Holiday Tree 
Lighting Ceremony takes place at 
Alameda City Hall, 2263 Santa Clara 
Ave. Live entertainment begins 
at 4:30 p.m. featuring Alameda 
Adaptive Arts, the Alameda 
Community Band, Alameda Miracles 
Youth Chorus, the Tap Dancing 
Christmas Trees, Temple Israel 
of Alameda and The Mistletones 
Rockin’ Holiday Special. The tree 
lighting itself starts at 5:30 p.m.

Kids will be able to enjoy free 
candy canes and a visit from Santa 
Claus. 

This event will be held rain 
or shine and is sponsored by the 
Alameda Recreation and Park 
Department, City of Alameda Public 
Works and Alameda Municipal 
Power.

Christmas Tree Lane
Known as Thompson Avenue 

for the other 11 months of the 
year, Christmas Tree Lane 

(between High Street and Fernside 
Boulevard) will open this Saturday, 
Dec. 3, for visitors to check out the 
street lined with elaborate holiday 
decorations and visit with Jolly 
Old Saint Nick.

Residents of the otherwise 
sedate Thompson Avenue really 
get into their holiday decorations. 
Some begin planning months in 
advance and feature animatronics, 
hot chocolate for sale and other 
holiday surprises. The streets sur-
rounding Thompson Avenue tend 
to be congested with traffic during 
the season, so be prepared to take 
your time and drive slowly since 
there’s lots to look at and many 
small children likely distracted by 
all the holiday fun.

Saturday marks the first night 
of lights and the festivities con-
tinue through New Year’s Eve, 
Saturday, Dec. 31.

Contact Sun staff at editor@
alamedasun.com.

File photos

Right: the mayor’s 
holiday tree is truly a 
sight to behold each 

year. Amazingly you’ll 
find that magical elf 

Kris Kringle both at City 
Hall and at Christmas 
Tree Lane (below) this 

Saturday, Dec. 3.

Ring in the Holidays at 
Rhythmix Cultural Works

Courtesy photo

Just for the holidays, enjoy a Rhythmix Spanish-style celebration of paella, Spanish 
Christmas carols and flamenco featuring dancer Reyes Barrios.

Diverse family fun abounds at the Island’s center for art, comedy and music
Avalon Cassard

The holidays are just around 
the corner and Rhythmix Cultural 
Works, located on Blanding 
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