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The ReCrafting Co.
Quality Quilting, Knitting, Beading 

and other Craft Supplies  
for Sale on Consignment  

at Amazingly Affordable Prices!
Open Craft Night Wednesdays 6-9PM

2449 Santa Clara Ave. • 510.263.0249
Business & Consignment Hours

Tues.-Fri. 10:00-5:30 & Sat. 10:00-5
www.theRecraftingCo.com

Turn Your Crafting Stash Into Cash!

SPORTS

PLEASE VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE
www.russumlaw.com
To learn about our full suite of legal services  

available to you, including: 
Wills & Trusts u Probate Litigation

Conservatorships u Family Law
Elder Law & Medi-Cal Planning

Tax Planning u Mediation
Business & Real Property

Diana Redding
JD, MBA, LLM

W. Lance Russum, JD  
Since 1966

522-6900 / Fax: 523-9516
2500 Santa Clara Ave. • Alameda

The Law Offices of  
W. Lance RussumLR

We care about you!

BUY ANY 3 CIGARS
GET ONE FREE!

Over 120 different  
kinds of cigars in stock!

Plus Pipes & Pipe Tobacco

Add flavor to your 
wedding, bachelor 

party, or event

2424 Blanding Avenue, Suite 102, Alameda, CA  94501
www.IslandAcupunctureAlameda.com

Schedule an Appointment Today!
(510) 299-0057

Women's Health & Fertility
       *Menstrual Pain, PMS
       *PCOS, Irregular cycle
       *IVF support
       *Pregnancy Support:            

Nausea, Fatigue, Edema
       *       *Post-Natal Support

CLIFF SHUM, CFP®
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PL ANNER

SHUM FINANCIAL GROUP 
1402 PARK STREET, SUITE E, AL AMEDA, CA 94501

T: 510.748.7462  F:  510.769.4990  SHUMFINANCIAL.COM
CA INSURANCE LIC.#0C27576

Bill Griffith
Located in Lower Washington 

Park on Alameda’s West End, the 
Fairfield Tennis Complex is a public 
tennis court open to anyone who 
enjoys playing tennis.

Dedicated in 1992 in memory of 
Joan Fairfield, an Alameda educa-
tor and City Tennis Champion, it 
features six courts, two practice 
walls and night lights that work 
with the push of a button.

The courts are open from 6 
a.m. to 10 p.m. daily, and received 
upgrades from East Bay Regional 
Parks’ Measure WW in 2008. Unlike 
some public courts, the courts are 
divided by low chain link fences, 
thus reducing the need to “shag” 
balls for players on other courts.

Players of all ages, skill lev-
els and various ethnicities regu-
larly visit the scenic facility from 
Oakland, San Leandro and beyond. 
In addition to hosting the annual 
Alameda City Tennis Tournament 
in September, the Fairfield Tennis 
Complex provides ongoing ten-
nis lessons to all ages. The les-
sons are provided by the Alameda 
Recreation and Park District 
(ARPD), which has first priority on 
all courts.

Having public tennis courts in 
such an idyllic spot near Crown 
Beach and the San Francisco Bay 
is a blessing. 

For more about the Fairfield 
Tennis Complex, visit www.arpd.
gov or call ARPD at 747-7529.

Enjoy Tennis Facility in Town

As the popular song goes... 
“All you need is love.” 
Love for ourselves, our 

community, our earth, our country 
and our world.

One of the challenges we all face 
is that the fate of our communities 
lies in our collective abilities to sup-
port each other and communicate in 
meaningful ways. With everything 
that’s going on in our world, people 
have a deep need to feel connected.

In times of great divide the 
best strides will come in “break-
ing bread” with family and friends 
or sharing a “cuppa” with our 
neighbors.

Valentine’s Day is not just about 
romance these days. It’s about 
showing you care for the people 
around you. This amazing com-
munity — the people who live here, 
who work here, and those who visit 
us — these folks can be our focus 
for this month of love.

Come create a culture of positive 
appreciation with us. Let’s help each 
other find new ways to connect.

Love is about doing what you 
can, where you are, with what you 
have.

Donna Layburn, 
President, Downtown Alameda 

Business Association

2nd Fridays in  
Downtown Alameda

This Friday, we invite you to 
come enjoy art, conversation 
and meeting new people during 
the 2nd Friday Art Walk. You’ll 
find artist displays and special 
happenings at participating art 
venues, coffee houses, and 
nearby businesses.

2nd Friday events are totally 
free and guests can go from 
venue to venue at their own 
pace. Here are a few highlights 
for February’s event:

3Dot Art Gallery (2309A 
Encinal Ave.) Art with Heart: 

Escape the negativity and sur-
round yourself with love and art!

Studio 23 (2309B Encinal 
Ave.) A Look Back 2016 
Closing Reception: Local art-
ists show you the last year 
the best way they know how, 
through art.

Books Inc. (1344 Park St.) 
Author Appearance: Screenwriter 
Elan Mastai shares his critically-
acclaimed debut novel, All Our 
Wrong Todays. (7 to 8 p.m.)

Rhythmix Cultural Works 
(2513 Blanding Ave.) Coupled 
Opening Reception: Artists who 
are married or intertwined tell 

their story using clay, photog-
raphy, painting, sculpture and 
interactive installation.

Speedpro East Bay (1734 
Clement Ave.) Recycled Art: The 
kids at Alameda Arts express 
their creative side through art 
made of scrap materials that 
would otherwise get thrown out.

Get more info at www.friday 
artwalk.com.

About Downtown  
Alameda

You’ll always find great  
food and drink establishments, 
charming shops, friendly ser-

vices and fun things to do in 
Downtown Alameda!

Many of the restaurants are  
putting together special menus 
and events for Valentine’s 
Day — you’ll want to book 
a reservation before they are 
full. To learn more about the 
businesses and happenings in 
Downtown Alameda, visit www.
DowntownAlameda.com.

Happening in Downtown al ameDa

EHS Student Athletes
Sign with College Teams

Photos by Maryam Nasirova

Akil Francisco (left) and Lily Wilmot signed on with University of Hawaii and Miami 
University of Ohio at a special ceremony at Encinal High School last Wednesday. 

Like What You’re Reading?
Subscriptions to the Alameda Sun are available at 

just $25 per year for Alameda residents.
Out-of-town subscriptions cost $78.50 per year.

Clip the coupon below and mail it with a check and any 
special instructions to the address on the coupon.

Official Subscription Ticket – Clip & Send
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Address:
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Ekene Ikeme
Encinal High School (EHS) 

hosted a signing-day ceremony 
to celebrate two student-athletes 
earning full-ride athletic scholar-
ships to four-year universities last 
Wednesday, Feb. 1

Akil Francisco and Lily Wilmot 
were lauded at the ceremony 
outside the Encinal High media 
center Wednesday afternoon. 
Francisco is a football player who 
signed to be a student-athlete for 
University of Hawaii. Wilmot is 
a softball player who will attend 
Miami University of Ohio. The 
seniors were accompanied by 
family, friends, classmates and 
school officials. 

Encinal athletic director Kevin 
Gorham opened the event by 
describing the many feats of the 
two student-athletes. He offered 
words of inspiration. Then, both 
athletes signed their official letter 
of intents forms, while on-lookers 
snapped photos.  

Francisco is a three-year var-
sity letter winner in football and 
track and field. He received hon-
orable mention all-Bay Area and 
honorable mention all-Metro as a 
senior in 2016. 

He helped the Jets earn the 
West Alameda County Conference 
(WACC) Shoreline League title. 
The Jets finished with a 9-3 over-
all record. 

He finished the season with 28 
tackles, six interceptions, 15 pass 
breakups and scored two touch-
downs (one defensive, one on spe-
cial teams). He chose University 
of Hawaii over Wyoming and 
Sacramento State. 

The Rainbow Warriors compete 
in the Mountain West Conference 
with San Jose State University and 
Fresno State University.

Wilmot is also a two-sport ath-
lete. While showing her prowess 
in softball, she is also a member 
of the Encinal soccer team. But 
the diamond is where she will 
perform next spring. 

Wilmot has been a member 
of the Jet softball team all four 
years. She was a standout even as 
a freshman. 

As a member of team during 
the 2013-2014 season, Wilmot 
helped the Jets to a 15-10 overall 
record and a sixth place finish in 
the WACC. That year the squad 
advanced to the North Coast 
Section (NCS) Division III semifi-

nal. She averaged .391 (27-of-69), 
accumulated 39 RBIs and hit three 
home runs. 

The Jets finished 13-11-1 in her 
sophomore season. Wilmot’s senior 
season will begin on March 4. 

Miami University is in Oxford, 
Ohio. The Red Hawks play in the 
Mid-Atlantic Conference. 

Contact Ekene Ikeme at 
eikeme@ alamedasun.com.

Season up 
for Soccer

Sun Staff Reports
Alameda soccer teams are gearing 

up for their season finales entering the 
final week of the winter sports season.

The Alameda women’s soc-
cer team is sitting atop the West 
Alameda County Conference (WACC) 
Shoreline League. They have a 7-2-1 
league record and a 9-4-2 overall 
record. Aside from a few rain outs, 
not much has stopped the Hornets. 
They have won five straight matches 
including a 1-0 victory over rival 
Encinal on Feb. 2. They will take 
on Tennyson of Hayward tomorrow 
and will face Hayward in the season 
finale this Saturday.

The Encinal women’s soccer team 
sports a 5-7-1 record heading into the 
final week of the season. The team got 
off to a slow start, but has won three 
of the last four contests, including 
a 10-0 victory over San Lorenzo on 
Jan. 28. The team is 4-4 in the WACC 
Shoreline League. The Jets will end 
the season with a match against San 
Lorenzo on the road.

The St. Joseph Notre Dame (SJND) 
women’s team is 6-10-1. Their season 
ended on Feb. 2. 

The Alameda men’s team has won 
just one game with 12 losses and three 
ties. Their lone victory came in a 3-0 
win over Encinal on Jan. 21. The team 
will play Tennyson today and end the 
season with a date against Hayward 
on Saturday. The Encinal men’s team 
is 0-11 overall and 0-9 in the WACC 
Shoreline League. The SJND men’s 
team played its soccer season in the 
fall. They went 0-11.


