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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Lynda Sussman
I have hardly slept since King 

Trump was elected President. 
Every time I hear about another 
bizarre tweet or another frighten-
ing appointee, I worry a little more 
about the future of our country. I 
am a proud Alamedan but for the 
first time in my life, I am ashamed 
to be an American.

I am ashamed that we still 
have an antiquated, undemocratic 
Electoral College, which stops the 
presidential candidate with the 
most votes from getting elected. I 
am ashamed that only half of the 
population voted. 

I am ashamed that the Trump 
voters, as well as those who 
voted for third-party candidates 
and those who didn’t vote at all, 
have all unleashed the worst pos-
sible president in history on the 
American people. I am ashamed 
that a fear-mongering con man has 
bamboozled his supporters, and 
now we are stuck with an ignorant, 
inexperienced, incompetent, impul-
sive, vindictive, vitriolic, deviant, 
narcissistic, xenophobic, racist, 
divisive, power-hungry sociopath 
with fascist tendencies. 

Trump’s total ignorance and dis-
regard for the Constitution are evi-
dent in his tweet that people who 
burn the flag should be jailed or lose 
their citizenship. It is frankly embar-
rassing that the President Elect 
does not know or care that this is 
protected by the First Amendment.

I am ashamed that the poison-
ous racism which is so widespread 
in our country has been ramped 
up by Trump’s election, due to 
his ongoing rhetoric which sup-
ports and fuels racist thinking. All 
the racist crazies now feel they 
have license to openly spew their 
hatred, make their threats and act 
on them. It is now more dangerous 
than ever to be African American, 
Hispanic, Jewish, Muslim (or any 
race other than caucasian.)

I am ashamed that the 
Democratic National Committee 
supported and promoted Hillary 
Clinton as it’s nominee rather than 
Bernie Sanders. Clinton, in spite of 
her lengthy and successful years 
in public service, was not liked or 
trusted due to her email scandal. 
Sanders, unlike Trump, represents 
a positive change in government 
for the many Americans who repu-
diate the status quo. He had a 
much better chance than Clinton of 
winning the election. 

I am also ashamed that so many 
people confused socialism with 
social democracy, which is what 
Sanders espoused. Social democracy 
is a Scandinavian-style government 
with a high level of income equality 
and social welfare provisions within 
a capitalistic society, with similari-
ties to Roosevelt’s New Deal. It is 
what so many Americans want but 
they can’t put a name to it. 

I foresee a lot of buyer’s 
remorse with Trump’s presidency 

Election Results Causing 
Sleepless Nights, Shame

Rabbi Barnet Brickner
This year Christmas Eve and 

the first night of Chanukah fall 
on the same day. In the past 100 
years, it has happened just four 
times — 1918, 1921, 1959 and 2005. 

For many people, both holi-
days are a time to be with family, 
share presents and enjoy sharing 
time with friends. And, that’s all 
wonderful. However, with the two 
holidays falling on the same day, 
it’s also a good time to pause 
and reflect on what’s distinct and 
what’s shared by them both. 

We live in a world in which 
we like to homogenize every-
thing, especially when it comes 
to religion. Distinctions mistaken-
ly threaten us; they presume we 
stand in opposition with another. 
When it comes to how we see the 
world, we like it when lines are 
blurred. We feel justified in our 
ambiguities, we feel secure. 

But religious distinctions 
aren’t necessarily pejorative. 
In fact, they are the foundation 
of our democratic society. It’s 
important to keep Chanukah and 
Christmas separate. They are two 
very different stories. One is cen-
tral to a religion’s faith story, the 
other is not. 

Christmas and Chanukah nei-

ther share the same relevance nor 
the same story. Christmas is the cel-
ebration of the birth of Jesus, who, 
in Christianity, came into this world 
to save us from our sins. Central 
in this belief is that Jesus, miracu-
lously conceived, was the son of 
God, the anointed one, the Christ, 
who would reconcile us to God, 
save us from apocalyptic doom and 
through living a life similar to his, 
would offer us eternal life. 

Chanukah is a minor holiday in 
the Jewish calendar and, is very 
different. It celebrates the story 
of how a small group of rebels led 
by Judah Maccabee and his family, 
defeated King Antiochus and the 
Greeks and recaptured the Temple 
in Jerusalem, the most sacred 
place in Judaism. Over the cen-
turies, the message of Chanukah 
would morph into the celebration 
of how the oil to light the eter-
nal light miraculously lasted eight 
days. The story of the Maccabees 
is not in the Hebrew Bible. It’s 
recorded in the Apocrypha. The 
story about the miracle of the oil 
is found in the Talmud.

The stories may be different 
but, along with all true religions, 
they share a common message. 
Christianity, Judaism, Islam, 
Buddhism and the rest all seek 

the same end, which is to bring 
the light of peace into the world. 
Though the language we use is 
different, when Christian clergy 
speak of people walking in the 
ways of Jesus and Jewish clergy 
talk about living a life of Torah this 
is what we mean. 

Both Christmas and Chanukah 
bring to light the abiding truth 
that it is not by power, nor by 
might, but by spirit shall humanity 
live in peace. And, right now, as we 
reflect on all that happened this 
past year, and consider what next 
year may bring, this is a message 
our community dearly needs to 
embrace. 

Barnett J Brickner is the Rabbi 
at Temple Israel of Alameda.

Two Key Holidays 
Occur on Dec. 24
Both Jewish and Christian traditions will celebrate the 
spiritual truths they share on the same day this year

Both Christmas 
and Chanukah 
bring to light the 
abiding truth that 
it is not by power 
... but by spirit 
shall humanity 
live in peace. 

but it is obvious that a good part 
of the population has no right to 
complain. 

I will conclude that as a 
woman I am ashamed that 
women would actually vote for 
a sexual predator for President. 
They should all be ashamed of 
themselves.  

Lynda Sussman lives in 
Alameda.

Commentary

Commentary

The experience  
of a lifetime
Editor:

I have just returned from 
Honolulu, Hawaii, where I had the 
pleasure and honor of participat-
ing in the National Pearl Harbor 
Remembrance Day Parade com-
memorating the 75th anniversary 
of the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor. 

I did so as a member of the 
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Honor 
Guard representing District 
11 North, comprising Northern 
California and the states of 
Nevada and Utah. 

Our team has participated in 
many events including memori-
als, changes of watch, ship chris-
tenings, Memorial Day services, 
professional sporting events, 
Veterans Day and Fourth of July 
parades. Each such event pro-
vided us a degree of satisfaction 
and pride in being asked to do so. 

But none of these events, indi-
vidually or collectively, provided 
us the thrill and satisfaction as did 
our marching in the Pearl Harbor 
Parade. The emotion was almost 
overwhelming. 

Being in the presence of a sur-
vivor of the USS Arizona sink-
ing and a number of survivors of 
the attack in general was, without 
a doubt, the emotional experi-
ence of a lifetime, right up there 
with my marriage to Anne and the 
births of our children. 

Our team consisted of four sen-
tries and 12 flag and banner carri-
ers. We led a platoon of 60 regular 
Coast Guard members, who in 
turn led the nationally renowned 
U.S. Coast Guard Precision Silent 
Drill Team. 

I am in my 86th year and was 
a pre-teen during World War II. 
My father was a shipwright work-
ing at Moore Brothers Dry Dock, 
building warships of one kind or 
another; my mother was a volun-
teer with the Red Cross Canteen 
Services. I remember air raid prac-
tice at school, black outs and 
rationing. I had some understand-
ing about what was going on in 
Europe and the South Pacific and 
the sacrifices of those who were 
fighting.

But, until my participation in 
the Pearl Harbor Parade, I never 
had, to my memory, the opportu-
nity to say thank you. Thank you 
to all those who gave their lives 
so that I could enjoy all the priv-
eleges and opportunities which 
I’ve had in my 86 years.

Saying thank you in such a 
momentous atmosphere as the 
parade provided a degree of sat-
isfaction that I have made a down 
payment on a debt I will never be 
able to satisfy in full.

— Chester Richard Bartalini
Captain-Elect, U.S. Coast 

Guard Auxiliary Honor Guard

Sad commentary from 
a 12 year old
Editor:

I am saddened to read the 
commentary through the eyes a 
12-year-old girl (“Election through 
the Eyes of a 12-Year-Old Girl,” 
Dec. 8). The first few sentenc-
es were impressive regarding 
her interest in politics and her 
research. 

But then she went on to repeat 
the ugliness of the news media’s 
opinion of Donald Trump’s charac-
ter using words verbatim, spread 
by Trump haters. She probably 
could not explain the depths of 
the words’ meaning herself. 

As a child, she should be 
taught to know somebody before 
she forms an opinion of them. The 
television and media don’t speak 
for all people. She is growing up 
to say mean things about people 
and that is not OK because she is 
now no better than the man she is 
criticizing.

As an immigrant that came to 
the United States from Africa — 
the legal way — I am appalled at 
the brainwashing of the children 
of America. I would love to see 
this beautiful little girl’s reaction 
if she actually met Donald Trump 
and realized that he was a father, 
a grandfather and a human being 
who would be very polite and 
respectful of her.

— W. Thompson

Santa and ARPD  
say ‘thanks’
Editor:

On behalf of Santa Claus and 
the Alameda Recreation and Park 
Department, we would like thank 
the following local businesses and 
organizations for their recent sup-
port of our 15th Annual Breakfast 
with Santa event, which was held 
Saturday, Dec. 10. 

Our appreciation goes out to 
Trader Joe’s for their donation of 
bananas, Starbucks Coffee on Park 
Street for their donation of cof-
fee and Tava Kitchen at Alameda 
Landing for their complimentary 

chai tea. A big thanks also goes out 
to Alameda Unified School District 
Food and Nutrition Services for 
catering the event. 

Finally, we are grateful to 
members of the Alameda Youth 
Committee who assisted during the 
event. 

Your collaboration helped make 
Santa’s annual breakfast fun for 
everyone who attended!

— Christina Bailey
Recreation Services Specialist 

Adopt-A-Classroom 
donor list update
Editor: 

Alameda public school teach-
ers often spend hundreds of dol-
lars of their own money to pur-
chase learning materials for their 
classrooms. That is where the 
Alameda Education Foundation’s 
(AEF) Adopt-A-Classroom comes in. 
Through this program, members 
of the community, including local 
businesses and organizations, can 
“adopt” a teacher, providing them 
with $500 that they can use to best 
benefit their classrooms.

AEF would like to thank its 
November and December Adopt-A-
Classroom donors: 

They include Lauren and Evan 
Schwimmer; the families of Mr. 
Foltz’ music program; the families 
of Ms. Hinds’ classroom and the 
Zenner family. Alameda Odd Fellow 
Lodge No. 3 pitched in, as did Dr. 
and Mrs. Richard H. Tabor, Kevin 
and Teri Kennedy, a Haight family 
and Janine Boehm.

Chris Freck of Estar Mortgage 
and the family of Jack Murphy 
sent donations. They were joined 
by Jim and Mandy Tham, Tom and 
Luzanne Engh, a caring commu-
nity member and the Tran-Le fam-
ily. The Casper-Iron and Roemer-
Buckner families pitched in, as did 
Alameda Kiwanis Foundation, Beth 
Ochsner and Catie Hembrow of 
Hembrow L.L.C.

Salesforce sent a donation on 
behalf of the Scott family. The fami-
lies of Ms. Thomas’ class and Ms. 
Twite’s class all pitched in. Oldham 
Engineering Inc., donated, as did 
Linda Schowalter, Google on behalf 
of the Bradley/Smith family and the 
families of Ms. Haurie’s class. 

The families of Mr. Stevens’ class, 
families of second-graders, the fami-
lies of Mr. Damico’s class and the 
families of Ms. Hensel’s class all 
sent donations. An Alameda High 
family donated, as did the Martin 
del Campo family and Apple Inc. 

Cerda-Zein Real Estate Inc. 
helped out, so did Howard 
Brizendine and Sherry Price, the 
Yu family and four groups of Bay 
Farm families. The Toh Family, the 
Roussin family and the Lopez fam-
ily all sent donations. The Cochran 
family and the Chen family sent 
donations, as did the Tamaoki fam-
ily, Billy Huang’s family and the 
Williams family. 

The Mummidi family and 
Autodesk helped out as did the 
Perforce Foundation on behalf 
of Kate Rockwell. Jason Klechka 
donated, as did the 2016 Alameda 
Running Festival. Wellguard 
Insurance Solutions sent a dona-
tion, as did the Tricia Collins-Levi 
family. Many of these donors sup-
ported more than one teacher.

AEF has supported 160 teachers 
so far in 2016-2017. The foundation 
has set a goal of 200 adoptions for 
the school year. If you can help us 
support our wonderful teachers, 
visit www.AlamedaEducation.org.

— Kathleen C. Woulfe

But all my friends were 
doing it, too
Editor:

I wanted to share a story with 
the Alameda Sun readers based on 
something my son just did. 

He and his friend held a joint 
10th birthday party and instead of 
asking for gifts, they asked for dona-
tions to the Alameda Animal Shelter. 
The two 10-year-olds collected a 
total of $155 and delivered it to the 
shelter last Friday. My son has done 
this before and he’s been encourag-
ing his friends to do it, too.

Maybe if we spread the word 
about this idea, more young people 
will join in the feel-good fun of 
donating especially now during the 
season of giving.

— Stephanie Wilson 


