
Sun Staff Reports
Christmas morning will be that 

much happier in many Alameda 
homes thanks to “Shop with a 
Cop.” Shop with a Cop breaks 
down the barriers between the 
community and the police, helps 
families in need and builds impor-
tant new friendships.

Alameda police officers who 
belong to the Police Officers 
Association paired with children 
from various Alameda elementary 
and middle schools last week to 
spread a little Christmas cheer. 
The delighted children spent a few 
hours roaming the aisles of Target 
in search of perfect holiday gifts.

APD would like to thank Target, 
the Alameda Police Foundation, 
the Alameda Unified School 
District, Vice-Mayor Malia Vella, 
Councilman Jim Oddie and the 
members of the Alameda Police 
Officers Association for their help 
in making Christmas special for 
these children. 

“Kids who have good relation-
ships with local law enforcement 
officers are less likely to get into 
trouble with the law, and more 
likely to seek help from police 
when they need it,” Target stated 

Sun Staff Reports
On Nov. 4, two students at 

Alameda High School, brothers 
Patrick and Andrew Nguyen, orga-
nized “Warmth in the Winter,” a 
music and dance benefit concert. 
The event, which took place at St. 
Philip Neri’s O’Brien Hall, included 
youth from across Alameda. Mayor 
Trish Herrera Spencer was there 
along with many other atendees. 
Donations, totaling more than 
$2,500, were used to purchase 
sleeping bags for the homeless in 
Alameda.

Performers included SPN 
Youth Choir, Alameda High 
School, Alameda School of 
Music, Alameda String Academy, 
Dance/10 Performing Art Center 

and Dance Art Studio. Following 
the show, Mayor Spencer reached 
out to Bay Farm Island busi-
ness, VF Outdoor, makers of lucy, 
JanSport and the North Face, who 
generously joined the effort, pro-
viding 100 warm, durable sleeping 
bags from The North Face, sig-
nificantly below the retail price. 
Patrick and Andrew plan to per-
sonally distribute the sleeping 
bags to Alameda’s homeless.

This follows another benefit 
the brothers organized in March, 
with donations going to San Jose 
flood victims. Patrick, Andrew, VF  
Outdoor and everyone who con-
tributed to helping keep the home-
less warm this winter deserve a 
heartfelt thank you.
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KID Fun in the Sun

HOW TO PLAY: Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 boxes  
must contain the numbers 1 through 9 without repetition.

Do you own a business  
that woulD fit well here  
on the kiDs/puzzle page?
woulD you like to finD out  
about special kiDs-relateD  

businesses anD puzzle sponsorship pricing?  
call cinDy pelletier at 263-1824 or  

email her at cpelletier@alameDasun.com

woulD you like to finD out about special kiDs-relateD  
businesses anD puzzle sponsorship pricing?  

call cinDy pelletier at 263-1824 or  
email her at cpelletier@alameDasun.com

by Colin Close

Did you know…Thomas Edison 
and Nikola Tesla, had a battle 
for bringing electricity to the 
people? Tesla preferred AC 
(Alternating Current) tech-
nology while Edison insisted 
on DC (Direct Current). AC 
allows the flow of energy to 
change direction and is more 
efficient for large amounts of 
energy - like for a city. DC uses 
lower voltage but only goes one 
way and, at the time, could 
not travel very far from its 
source. This battle was known 
as the War of Currents.

BY EMMANUEL WILLIAMSiddlesR
WHAT AM I? (Answer next week) Previous Answer: Jump Rope. 

KIDS! Send correct answers to ekos@alamedasun.com three weeks in a row and win a pack of 
riddle cards courtesy of Alameda resident Emmanuel Williams. 

Tower of brick, hole from base to crown.
A thin man in gray goes up, a fat man in red comes down.

City of Alameda

Left to right: Arlene 
Dirige (VF Outdoor), 
Patrick Nguyen, Andrew 
Nguyen, Mayor Trish 
Spencer, Debbie Potter 
(Alameda Community 
Development Director) 
and Patty Pierce (VF 
Outdoor).

APD Helps Make 
Christmas Brighter

Alameda High School Students Help 
Keep the Homeless Warm this Winter

We’ll be Closed
Dec. 11- Jan. 3  

for the Holidays 

in a press release about “Shop with 
a Cop.” “Strong and safe communi-
ties are important to Target, which 
is why more than 100 Target stores 
across the county host these fun 
events during December.”

So, if you see them in your 
local Target in the aisles in years 
to come be sure to thank both the 
officer and the child for helping 
to make Christmas more merry 
for those less fortunate.
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