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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.

The award-winning publication by Stellar Media Group, Inc.
An Adjudicated Newspaper Established 2001

Eric J. Kos & Dennis Evanosky
Publishers 

Ekene Ikeme, Sports & Web Editor

Laurel Yeates, Calendar Editor

Pauline Evanosky, Finance

Jillian Strahler, Adminstrative Assistant

Colin Close, Graphic Designer 

Cindy Pelletier, Account Executive

Editorial Interns
Junlin “William” Chen, Avalon Cassard 

Contributors
Ron Salsig, Ed Jay, JoanAnn Radu-Sinaiko,  

Gil Michaels, Irene Dieter, Richard Bangert, 
Mike Rosati, Mike Lano, Jeffrey R. Smith, 

Maurice Ramirez

The Alameda Sun is a member of:

3215J Encinal Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501

Editorial n 510-263-1470
Advertising n 510-263-1471

Finance/Production n 510-263-1472
Fax n 510-263-1473

www.alamedasun.com

We convey the Alameda experience, both past and 
present, through an informative, financially viable 

community newspaper, in print and online.

SUN STAFF

23,500 copies delivered 
FREE Every Thursday

City needs to renew 
FAAS contract
Editor:

At this time the Alameda city 
manager Jill Keimach is renegoti-
ating a contract with the nonprofit 
Friends of the Alameda Animal 
Shelter (FAAS) to run Alameda’s 
animal shelter. The City Council 
expects to see and vote on a new 
contract in early 2017.

Since FAAS took over the shel-
ter’s operation from the police 
department five years ago, stray 
animal care has vastly improved. 
Now homeless, lost animals 
receive medical care, neutering 
and appropriate inoculations and 
for the most part, homes!

In this way, the animal shelter 
has become a vital and crucial 
institution in our island commu-
nity. I urge Alamedans to contact 
city councilmembers, the mayor 
and the city manager to propose 
increased financial support to 
FAAS. In fact, councilmembers 
should hear from all of us through 
the holiday season into January 
until the contract is signed.

— M.E. Goodan

Election reaction
Editor:

I am writing this in response to 
two articles that appeared recent-
ly (“Election through the Eyes of a 
12-Year-Old Girl” and “Open Letter 
to an Alameda Daughter” Dec. 8). 
Both articles dealt with the hor-
rific reaction of two young girls 
regarding the national election 
results. 

In one of the articles, she 
admitted to only paying atten-
tion to the Democratic candidate 
and not the Republican. That tells 
me that her mind was already 
made up and that tunnel vision 
was in place. I admit that both 
candidates had more negatives 
than I could remember and I’ve 
seen many. 

One should always look at all 
candidates, as hard as that may 
be in some cases. Check out their 
past records of accomplishment 
and failure and compare that to 
what they’re saying or promising 
to do if elected. In many cases 
you’ll be quite surprised at a large 
inconsistency. 

If, after the votes have been 
counted, your candidate of choice 
does not prevail, do your best 
to accept the decision without 
losing control of yourself. I have 
never seen our great country so 
politically divided in my several 

decades of life. I think that the 
very one-sided media is partly to 
blame and also so much informa-
tion available on the Internet is 
hard to avoid. 

It is my opinion that our coun-
try now has such a growing per-
centage of voters who believe 
that everyone who cries for help 
should be helped and coddled 
regardless of their ability to help 
themselves. Our government, in 
many cases, has created an envi-
ronment where accepting a hand-
out is more profitable than self 
reliance and that is not the mind-
set that made our great country 
the undisputed world leader. 

Our national debt is staggering 
and increasing by millions daily. 
Try that formula in your house-
hold budget and see where that 
lands you. 

I am not so cold hearted that I 
believe that those who truly can-
not help themselves should not 
be helped, but our welfare system 
has crossed the line. 

I have a granddaughter who 
has reacted like the young girls in 
these articles so I can speak with 
some awareness of this problem. 
One needs to look at the big pic-
ture when choosing a candidate 
and not be swayed by petty nega-
tives that all of us have that won’t 
mean much in the long run for 
getting our country back on track. 

My only surprise in the result 
of this election, is that the winner 
didn’t win by more.

— Ron Stanley
Native Alamedan

Island’s holiday cheer 
alive and well
Editor:

Thanks to the “Island Spirit” of 
one small local business, the com-
munity Christmas tree was not 
canceled for the Anne B. Diament 
Senior Plaza lobby. Senior apart-
ments are spacially efficient acco-
modations. The lobby is the place 
where we gather throughout the 
day to enjoy holiday decorations 
and social cheer. 

Our community is very grate-
ful for the Christmas tree dona-
tion; in turn, we invite your read-
ers to consider what will be their 
moment of “Island Spirit” this holi-
day season.

— Tim Erway 

Immune to science
Editor:

More often than not, Donald 
Trump supporters seem to be will-
fully ignorant and immune to sci-

Richard Bangert
Alameda Municipal Power 

(AMP) has been talking about 
developing a community solar 
facility in Alameda for several 
years. Funding for such a project 
will be available starting next year. 
The former city trash dump next 
to the Bay Farm Bridge is the per-
fect location. Now is the time for 
our Public Utilities Board (PUB) to 
launch the effort.

Alameda has exceeded its 
renewable energy goals, which 
gives AMP the option of selling 
surplus green power to agencies 
or companies that need it to meet 
their own renewable energy goals. 
At the Nov. 21 PUB meeting, the 
board authorized the sale of part 
of AMP’s renewable energy during 
the next three years. The program, 
called Renewable Energy Credits 
(REC), will bring in $7 million. 
The funds have to be used to ben-
efit ratepayers and reduce green-
house gas emissions. No decision 
has yet been made on how this $7 
million will be spent.

A similar REC sales contract 
over the past four years will end 
on Dec. 31. It will bring in about 
$25 million. Those funds have 
already been earmarked for a 
variety of AMP programs, such 
as replacing street lights with 
LEDs and installing smart electric 
meters. The PUB also set aside $1 
million of those funds for a com-
munity solar program.

Under a community solar pro-
gram, a solar facility would be 
built locally and the power sold on 
a subscription basis to local users. 
It would be similar to AMP’s exist-
ing Alameda Green program that 
offers users the option of paying 

about $6 extra per month for 100 
percent renewable energy. A com-
munity solar program would make 
it possible for anyone, including 
the half of Alameda’s residents 
who rent, to go solar.

The city still owns the for-
mer city dump, known as Mt. 
Trashmore. It has been outfit-
ted with a system of pipes and 
pumps. These extract the meth-
ane gas trapped in the garbage. 
The city periodically burns off 
the gas in a burner next to the 
Model Airplane Field. According 
to city staff, the methane appa-
ratus cannot be dismantled for 
another 15 years, which rules 
out converting the land to a park. 

The entire site is about 20 
acres, with roughly 10 acres of 
relatively flat landscape for pho-
tovoltaic solar panels. Based on 
examples elsewhere, the existing 
$1 million plus the available $7 
million could conceivably fund the 
entire solar facility. And unlike 
funding mechanisms for other 
solar facilities that rely on bor-
rowed money or outside invest-
ment, AMP’s capital outlay would 
not have to be recouped from 
ratepayers, thereby making the 
solar power both affordable and a 
revenue stream. 

Other benefits of a local solar 
facility include saving ratepay-
ers the transmission costs to 
get the electricity here, reduc-
ing the burden on the statewide 
grid and making our city more 
self-reliant.

There is even space at the 
site to include an energy storage 
facility to capture full sun value. 
Battery storage is one option. 
Another option is flywheel stor-

age, which is going from proto-
type testing by Amber Kinetics at 
Alameda Point to online use at a 
PG&E plant under construction.

Given the prominent gateway 
location, it would also serve as 
a highly visible marquee for our 
local green-power portfolio. As 
green as Alameda is, few people 
have ever seen any of Alameda’s 
green power being produced. 
This would be hard to miss.

Six years ago, the city of 
Hayward built a one-megawatt 
solar photovoltaic facility on 
eight acres of land to provide 
power for its nearby water pol-
lution control facility at a cost 
of under $6 million. Hayward 
plans to build an additional one-
megawatt solar facility.

With a PUB priority-setting 
workshop slated for January, 
and the next budget following 
soon thereafter, PUB should 
begin a feasibility study for a 
Mt. Trashmore solar facility. It’s 
time to catch up with Hayward. 

Richard Bangert posts stories and 
photos about the environment on his 
blog Alameda Point Environmental 
Report and is a contributing writer 
for the Alameda Sun.

Build a Solar Farm 
on Mt. Trashmore

The methane 
apparatus cannot 
be dismantled for 
another 15 years, 
which rules out 
converting the 
land to a park. 

Commentary

Laurel Yeates
For it’s a long, long while from 

May to December. But the days grow 
short when you reach September.

Although I believe these lovely 
lyrics from “September Song” are 
meant figuratively as a musing 
on the limited lifetime of lovers, 
they are also undeniably literal as 
a description of the larger cycle 
of life and all the smaller cycles 
within. We are marching toward 
the winter solstice, our daylight 
hours growing shorter until Dec. 
21, when we reach what many call 
the longest night. 

As enmeshed and surround-
ed as we are by the joyful trap-
pings of the December holidays 
and the beauty of the lights that 
symbolically and tangibly bring 
relief from that darkness, there 
are many among us who suffer. 
Seasonal Affective Disorder is a 
recognized medical condition that 
causes depression, often related to 
the change in seasons, particularly 
during those times of year when 
daylight is diminished.

And, for better or worse, we face 
an obvious ending in December as 
the pages of the calendar are torn 
away. We are about to put another 
year to bed and, while anticipat-
ing this ending, many grapple with 
reflections on what “was” and what 

is “supposed” to be. Many wonder 
why they can’t feel excited, blissful, 
optimistic the way everyone else 
seems to feel.

Endings can be uncomfortable. 
Change is hard and inevitable. One 
of the most difficult endings is the 
loss or imminent loss of a loved 
one. There is never a “good” time 
for death but the holiday season is 
an especially cruel time of year to 
face a profound loss. While some 
are shopping, decorating or plan-
ning and attending parties, others 
are standing vigil at the bedside of 
a failing loved one or grieving over 
an actual death.

We’ve all experienced that first 
holiday without someone we have 
loved. It’s so easy to think back and 
cling to seasons past, when good 
health was a given and hearts were 

light. We think it will always be this 
way. Until it’s not.

Those who have lost a loved 
one this year may be experi-
encing a melancholy that comes 
from thinking about events and 
nuances that were part of holi-
days past. It may be shopping 
for or preparing particular food 
items, wrapping gifts, a favorite 
Christmas carol or recalling a 
treasured memory that sparks 
a sadness and gloom that takes 
away from the warmth of the 
season. It’s a bitter pill, but an 
unavoidable one.

Whether you have spent 
decades with someone, just a few 
years, or even a few significant 
months, the loss of that person 
— whether sudden or expected —
changes us forever. Thomas Mann 
said, “A man’s dying is more the 
survivor’s affair than his own.” And 
that’s why it’s so painful. The death 
may be a “relief that there’s no 
more pain” or “the end of a long, 
productive life.” But, no matter the 
explanation or rationalization, it’s 
still a hole in the hearts of the ones 
who are left behind.

There’s no question that time 
eases the pain and each new holi-
day season brings new gifts of the 
heart. My beloved grandmother 
faced the end of her life through 

entific data. Yet they hypocritically 
argue the same about anyone who 
dares object to their historically 
unqualified candidate. 

Warren Serkin (“Writer needs to 
do some homework,” Dec. 8) is a 
good example. He starts his rant 
against Jakki Spicer (“Open letter to 
electors,” Dec. 1) by admonishing 
her to “do a little research and fact 
checking before spewing” what he 
claims is the Democratic Party line. 

His prime example is a case 
in point of such hypocrisy. “The 
majority of these so-called hate 
incidents have been proven to be 
hoaxes ...” Really, Warren? Please 
state your sources for this so 
called “fact.” Were the words of 
the candidate himself urging vio-
lence at his own rallies, on live 
TV and the immediate response of 
supporters to physically assault 
protesters a hoax? 

I suppose the racist graffiti on an 
Alameda elementary school the very 
week after the election was just a 
coincidence and not the direct result 
of Trump’s hostile rhetoric. 

Closer to home, the recent 
revelation that Trump’s own cabi-
net nominee for National Security 
Agency chief, Mike Flynn, is appar-
ently a “fake news” monger. I sup-
pose that Serkin thinks Flynn, too, 
is a victim of a fabricated smear 
campaign. Why else was Flynn’s own 
son fired from the transition team? 

The fake news the father-son 
team were tag teaming was the one 
about Hillary running a human traf-
ficking ring out of a Washington D.C. 
pizza parlor, which was still under 
the main-stream media radar until 
some pathetic Second Amendment 
zealot crossed state lines to “inves-
tigate” the veracity of this rumor. 

There are dozens more exam-
ples of harmful and false rumors 
started by Trump supporters, not 
the other way around.  

— Mark Irons

Unseating honor
Editor:

I find it disgusting that an hon-
orable member of our City Council 
who has been serving the city for 
years without anyone complain-
ing of his tireless service has been 
unseated apparently just by send-
ing some fake news junk mail. It is 
a sad state of affairs when outside 
influences can sway our local vot-
ers to such a degree. 

In my opinion, the union repre-
sentatives who exerted this influ-
ence on our local election and the 
candidates who benefitted from it 
should explain themselves right 
here on the pages of the Alameda 
Sun. We want to know why it’s so 
important they undermine our dem-
ocratic process. 

I am further disgusted by how 
this manipulation of our local elec-
tion resonates with what’s been 
revealed about the national election.

— Coho Jerkins

a holiday season decades ago. 
It affected our family deeply but 
two Christmases later, we had a 
new baby girl to celebrate. And, 
as is true with any profound life 
transition, we are often called 
to reflect on and evaluate the 
familiar: maybe there is a way 

Dreading December Darkness
End of Life Matters

It’s so easy to 
think back and 
cling to seasons 
past, when good 
health was a 
given and hearts 
were light.
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