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OPINION
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The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Boy Scouts say ‘thanks’
Editor:

On behalf of the Alameda 
Council of the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica (BSA), we would like to thank 
the community for its participa-
tion and support of the 29th an-
nual Scouting for Food drive. The 
youth participation in canvassing 
and collecting the donations is al-
ways an essential part of our suc-
cess. Our Scouting family, as well 
as several other community orga-
nizations, supported the effort. 

Held annually on the third Sat-
urday each November, Scouting 
for Food is the single-largest an-
nual food drive for the Alameda 
Food Bank and part of a multi-
council effort throughout north-
ern California. During challenging 
economic times, more than 2,200 
Alameda families appreciate the 
donated food that our youth and 
adults collected. These include 
the elderly and others who de-
pend on the Alameda Food Bank 
for nourishment. This year’s 
Scouting for Food drive collected 
more than 13,456 cans of food in 
the city of Alameda alone.

The Alameda Food Bank and 
Alameda Council BSA are very 
thankful for our annual Scouting 
for Food drive and the people it 
serves. Without the continued 
support of the community, this 
program would not be possible. 
Thank you for being so willing to 
participate and give so generously 
for this worthy community ser-
vice project.

— Martin Fong, Scouting for 
Food Coordinator and Charlie 

Howard-Gibbon, Council Scout 
Executive, Alameda Council BSA

Shame on the Sun
Editor:

Shame on the Alameda Sun 
for printing Mark Wilson’s letter 
(“Author Pens Letter to 13-Year-
Old Daughter,” Dec. 1). Perhaps 
Wilson had not watched the rac-
ism that has grown in this country 
at the hands of President Barack 
Obama, a man who had the most 
unique, unprecedented opportu-
nity in the history of this country 
to unite us. 

Wilson states “Trump’s rheto-
ric is ‘ugly.’” It is clear he and 
his child and so many Americans 
have fallen victim to the ugly rhet-
oric of a liberal media and grossly 
progressive liberal politicians. 

As I have told my children 
after the election results, we 
must be hopeful that changes 
will be positive. We have to give 

President-elect Donald Trump 
a chance. I’m sure Wilson and 
those who are so against our new 
president-elect won’t be com-
plaining when they benefit from 
the potential changes that a new 
administration can bring. 

— Shirley Perata

Editor’s note: We received 
two other submissions from 
Alameda residents similar to 
Mark Wilson’s that we’ve printed 
below and at right.

Veterans Day, Nov. 11
Editor:

Every year I attend Veterens 
Day services to thank all the men 
and women currently serving our 
country, those who have served, 
and, of course, those who have 
made the maximum contribution 
“for their loved ones.” But this 
year, I would also like to thank 
the numerous people who will 
pause to thank others who show 
evidence of previous service. 

Every year at Veterans Day 
I choose to wear a service cap 
with a few ribbons indicating my 
pride in my previous service as a 
Marine in two major battles. It was 
very nice this year to have more 
people than usual pause to give 
me thanks.

For several years now, I have 
belonged to a group of older 
Marines who meet once a month 
for a lunch here in Alameda. 
Camaraderie and anti-war are 
major topics. But occasionally we 
try to give credit to those we feel 
made major contributions to U.S. 
safety. 

Some of you might choose to 
join us in some of our endeavors 
such as our current petition to 
give credit to Joe Rosenthal, the 
photographer who took the iconic 
picture of the American flag being 
raised on Iwo Jima. His picture is 
recognized around the world but 
his name is in danger of being lost 
to history.

For more information on how 
you can help and join our group, 
please contact our secretary, Gary 
Phipps, at (925) 676-4050.

— Floyd Hunter

Editor’s note: Floyd Hunter 
has lived in Alameda for some 
40 years. He was just 19 when he 
served in active battle at Guam 
and Iwo Jima.

Adopt-a-Bed update
Editor:

The Midway Shelter for abused 
women and their children would 

like to thank the individuals and 
organizations that donated to 
the shelter during the month of 
November. A number of the listed 
donors contributed several times 
last month. Two donors chose to 
remain anonymous. 

The shelter would like to thank 
the members of the Alameda 
Welfare Council, the Bay Area 
Crochet & Knitting Guild and the 
many Superhero Pub Crawl partici-
pants for their donations. 

Lois Pryor pitched in with a 
check, as did Paula Patillo-Dupree, 
Gregory Reichert and Janine L. 
Boehm. Diane and Don Runyan 
donated to the shelter in November, 
as did Nancy Issel-Mayes, Val 
Gerhart and M. Buck.

Scott Benson and Elana 
Swartzman sent a donation. They 
were joined by Christine Buck, 
Betty Sanderson, Camilla Whyte 
and Ginny Krutilek. Jeff Delaney, 
Karen Butter and John Schuitema 
round out the list of the shelter’s 
generous November donors. 

If you would like to see your 
name among the December donors, 
send a check to Alameda Homeless 
Network, P.O. Box 951, Alameda CA 
94501. To learn more, call 523-2377 
or visit www.midwayshelter.org.

— Ginny Krutilek    

Sour grapes after all
Editor:

In her letter lamenting the vic-
tory of Donald Trump in the 2016 
election, (“Open letter to electors,” 
Dec. 1), Jakki Spicer states that 
her message wasn’t about “sour 
grapes.” 

Actually, yes it was.
— Brian Kennedy

Writer needs to do  
some homework
Editor:

I honestly think that Jakki Spicer 
needs to do a little research and 
fact checking before spewing the 
Democratic National Convention 
and MSNBC’s party lines (“Open let-
ter to electors,” Dec. 1). A majority 
of these, so-called, hate incidents 
have been proven to be hoaxes 
and completely false. Never hap-
pened. They’ve been done in a 
vain attempt to discredit Donald 
Trump’s election to the presidency. 

Referring to Trump’s nominees 
as racist, “Islamophobic, anti-Semit-
ic and homophobic” is also spewing 
the party line. Most of these charg-
es have also been proven to be false 
as well. The liberal Democrats are 
more concerned about losing their 
power and losing their ability to 
steal from the U.S. citizens that they 
are supposed to represent. 

George Soros (who financially 
supports the Democrats and the 

Madison Tiaffay 
The year 2016 was an extremely 

hectic and boisterous year, filled 
with much hope and despair. And af-
ter the election, a great deal of anger 
and sorrow clouded America. 

This year’s election was the first 
election I have truly been involved 
with, being a 12-year-old girl. Many 
candidates were running, some 
good and some bad. However, there 
was one candidate who truly stood 
out to me with her powerful and 
righteous motives: Hillary Clinton. 
I agreed with her plans to create 
a fair tax system, protect animals 
and wildlife, as well as making col-
lege debt-free. Most of all, however, 
I agreed with her motive to make all 
people equal. She wanted to fight 
for racial rights, worker and la-
borer’s rights, disability rights, and 
most especially, women’s rights. 
That is exactly what I wanted. 

After a year of campaigning, full 
of trial and error, hate and love, 
success and failure, Clinton and 
Donald Trump were fighting for the 
White House. I paid so much atten-
tion to the Democratic side of the 
election, I had not really noticed 
the Republican side. After doing 
some research about Trump and 
asking some family members about 
him, I came to a final and very jus-
tifiable conclusion that Trump was 
a corrupt man. He was a number of 
terrible things, and to name a few, 
he was: racist, sexist, xenophobic 
and a bigot. 

Soon enough, election day came 
rolling around the corner, and I was 
praying that Clinton would become 
president. I was confident that she 
would beat Trump by miles. After 

all, the United States of America is 
the land of the free and the home 
of the brave, so why would we elect 
a man that is utterly unfit to be 
president? I knew that the people of 
America were good and thus, why 
would we elect a racist and an over-
all abhorrent man? 

I remember the day so well. I 
came home from school and fin-
ished my homework. Thereafter, I 
excitedly entered my living room 
and started watching the election. 
At first, Trump was in the lead, 
which I had expected since the 
polls were only from the southeast-
ern states, which were predomi-
nantly Republican. As time went 
on, though, my family and I grew 
worried. As more polls started com-
ing in, my heart sank. It was now 
all clear — Clinton had no chance; 
Trump would be the United States’ 
president-elect. 

Tears filled my eyes — something 
I had worked so hard for would all 
go down the drain. The blood, sweat 
and tears that so many of us had shed 
during the Clinton campaign, and 
most especially all the hard work she 
had put into helping others for her 
entire life, was all smashed into bits 
and pieces, crumpled up into a ball 
of paper and thrown away. The real-
ity hit me, though I so dearly did not 
want to accept it: candidate Trump 
was now president-elect Trump. 

As I sat in a chair, I just stared 
at the floor in utter disbelief. I had 
been so certain that Clinton would 
become president. There was no 
other candidate fit for office other 
than she. She is my president. 
Two days later, I knew something: 
although Trump may have been 

Election through Eyes 
of 12-Year-Old Girl

I am still 
flabbergasted 
that America has 
elected Trump.

Editor:
I’m sending you a copy of the 

enclosed letter in hopes that you 
will print it in the newspaper to 
hopefully try to calm the people 
down and stop the riots.

By breaking windows and such, 
protestors aren’t helping any-
one and they are harming their  
own neighbors and countrymen. 
Instead they should try to calm 
down and keep the peace. 

My daughter had a near nervous 
breakdown crying over the election 
turnout. It was so bad on her, that 
she couldn’t talk about it, thus my 
writing this letter. She is still suffer-
ing and took it very hard. 

Thanks for listening and God 
bless you and yours. 

— Mary A. Cronin

The Alameda Sun received this 
enclosed letter.

To my daughter:
Please try to calm down. Do not 

be upset. This is America and we 
will survive. I don’t think Donald 
Trump will abolish Obamacare 
entirely. He may change the name, 
but U.S.A. has always had some 
sort of coverage for all Americans 
long before Obamacare. Trump, I 
think, will just eliminate the waste. 
You know already that most poeple 
from other countries come here for 
our freedom and any benefits we 
have to offer, like education, medi-
cal coverage, etc. They, hopefully, 
will become Americans.

The elderly in our country who 
are Americans and paid taxes all 
their lives are missing out because 
many of the services may be going 
to the newcomers who may be 
here illegally. However, Congress 
will not allow Trump to do any-
thing they don’t want him to do. So 
right there, that in itself, is a safety 
measure. Trump won’t be able to 
move an inch without Congress 
backing him up. So please try not 
to worry.

With all Trump’s faults, and we 
all have them, he still has a lot to 
offer America. Remember Ronald 
Reagan? He was an actor and he 
is marked as one of the best presi-
dents we ever had, even though 
he had his faults, too. 

Trump will have hundreds 
or more of the top-rated profes-
sionals at his fingertips. He will 
have many advisors and many 
teachers. He has already stopped 
his yelling and has calmed down 
quite a bit.

I think many of the male popu-
lation voted for Trump because 
many of the men in this country 
have lost their jobs. Many of the 
jobs have been sent out of the 
country. America wants its pros-
perity back, and I think Trump 
will do that. Trump will bring the 
jobs back to America again with 
God’s help. America is going to be 
all right. 

If my memory serves me cor-
rectly, I think it was back in 1948 

when the media predicted that 
Dewey was going to win over 
Truman. They even had a news-
paper come out saying that Dewey 
had already won. Can you imagine? 
It was a landslide and Truman won. 
Everyone was in the state of shock! 
But America did not collapse. We 
prospered even more. Those were 
tough times. It was just after World 
War II, and the world was still in a 
big mess, but America survived. 

You have to have faith in God 
and America. You have to think 
more positively about life. Teach 
yourself to think more positively 
and try to eliminate the negative. 
Lots of faith is what you need. 

It is not the end of the world. 
You are still here. You are still alive 
and in relatively good health. You 
have a home. You eat regularly. 

America is so blessed. We sup-
port the rest of the world. We feed 
the world. We were rich. We are 
rich, but we want our prosper-
ity back with the help of God. 
There is only one America. God 
bless America for all enternity. 
God bless you.

— Love, Mom 

elected president, he is not my 
president, and will never be my 
president. He is not our presi-
dent. She is our president.

Throughout my entire life, my 
parents have taught me to be a 
kind and considerate person, 
and to work hard in school, to 
succeed in life. Taking this into 
account, I am still flabbergasted 
that America has elected Trump. 
He is not a role model, no, he is a 
reality TV star. He is not a presi-
dent, no, he is a man who wishes 
that he could be one, but knows 
he can never be one. 

Horrible words spill out of his 
mouth, hurting so many people, 
and somehow, for some terrible 
reason, it gets him more votes. 
The hurtful comments that he 
shouts so victoriously out of his 
mouth are things that no man 
should ever say to a woman, 
much less a man who is running 
for president, and much, much 
less than a man who is going to 
be our president. 

On the night of Nov. 8, I lay 
in my bed, trying so hard to fall 
asleep, and I knew I was not 
alone. Appalling words flashed 
through my mind: “... They’re 
bringing crime. They’re rap-
ists… And some, I assume, are 
good people,” “... I’d look at her 
right in that fat, ugly face of hers, 
I’d say ‘Rosie, you’re fired,’” and 
“... if Ivanka weren’t my daugh-
ter, perhaps I’d be dating her,” as 
well as many other abominable 
things.

As a girl, this deeply affects 
me, to know that a man who 
has said something like, “... 
And when you’re a star, they let 
you do it. You can do anything. 
Whatever you want. Grab them 
by the [expletive deleted],” is 
our president. I wouldn’t want 
a man like this near me, much 
less given the highest office in 
the land. 

Commentary

Open Letter to an Alameda Daughter
It is not the end 
of the world. You 
are still here. You 
are still alive and 
in relatively good 
health.
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