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OPINION
Letters to the Editor
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The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of this letter from Bay Area 
author and historian Mark A. Wilson.

To my daughter:
I remember the day we brought 

you to America, after adopting 
you from an orphanage in Russia, 
like it was yesterday. You were so 
full of excitement and anticipation 
about coming to your new home, 
and the better life you were about 
to begin. 

Then in preschool, you made 
friends with children and teach-
ers who came here as immigrants 
from countries like Mexico, China, 
Pakistan and India. In grade school, 
the teachers posted a large map 
on the wall in the hallway, with 
push pins marking the countries 
where all the immigrant students 
had came from. You’d often point 
to the island of Sakhalin where you 
were born.

In middle school, you studied 
cultures from around the world, 
and told us over dinner what you 
had learned that day about the 
history and culture of people from 
other countries and religions. 

When we put up the American 
flag on our porch to celebrate the 
4th of July and Memorial Day, you 
were always proud to help unfurl 
it and see it waving in the breeze. 

That sense of pride and apprecia-
tion for your adopted country was 
something I assumed you would 
always feel as you matured into 
adulthood.

But as we watched while 
Donald Trump’s dark vision of 
America triumphed on election 
night, something changed in 
you. I will never forget as the TV 
announced that Trump had won, 
the way you broke down in tears, 
shaking uncontrollably. “I’m really 
scared, papa! I don’t want to live 
in a country where a man like that 
is president!” I told you that I have 
never been so ashamed of my 
country as I was at that moment. 

That night you couldn’t fall 
asleep, and came to me sev-
eral times to say how worried 
and afraid you were about the 
future. And the next day, you were 
despondent and depressed after 
you got home from school. You 
told me that your friends agreed 
that “If all of the young people 
had voted in this election, Donald 

Trump would never have been 
elected.”  

In the days since the election, 
your fears about what might hap-
pen to America now seem justi-
fied. We’ve seen multiple news 
reports of the racist, xenophobic 
and sexist attitudes that Trump’s 
ugly rhetoric encouraged among 
his followers: high school students 
marching down a hallway chant-
ing “White power!”, middle school 
kids in a cafeteria taunting their 
fellow Latino students with chants 
of “Build the wall!”, diners in rural 
Pennsylvania saying “A woman 
shouldn’t be president.” 

Such evidence of open, 
unabashed sexism is what wor-
ries me the most as the father of a 
teenage daughter. Instead of being 
excited about seeing the first 
woman president, you’re going to 
spend your high school years liv-
ing under a leader whose obscene 
attitude toward women has been 
well-documented.  

The only comforting thing I 
can say to you now are the words 
Hillary Clinton said in her conces-
sion speech: “Never stop believ-
ing that fighting for what is right 
is worth it.” So, with the love of 
your family to support you and 
your teachers to encourage you, 

Author Pens Letter to 13-Year-Old Daughter

I have to have faith that your 
future will be brighter than it 
looks right now, and that the 
pride you once felt in America’s 
promise will one day be reborn.

— Mark A. Wilson

CommentaryI told you that I 
have never been 
so ashamed of my 
country as I was 
at that moment. 

Editor’s note: On Nov. 22, the 
Alameda Renters Coalition (ARC) 
initiated a petition at www.change.
org to ask the city to require land-
lords to put evictions on hold over 
the holidays. 

The petition reads:

“Dear Alamedans and Neighbors: 
Last year you signed this peti-

tion and we won a unanimous 
65-day moratorium on evictions 
and rent increases of more than 8 
percent. A year later, Alamedans 
are at risk again of being evicted 
over the holidays because of the 
lack of stronger eviction protec-
tions. Will you please sign this 
new petition asking the Mayor 
and Council to take immediate 
action?”

The Alameda Sun received 
a copy of this letter from City 
Manager Jill Keimach in response 
to that petition: 

Dear Alameda Renters Coalition:
The Alameda Renters Coalition 

petition to stop holiday evictions 
by passing a moratorium has been 
shared with City Council and staff. 
We understand you are asking the 
City Council to adopt a 90-day 
urgency ordinance by Dec. 6 pro-
hibiting no-cause and no-fault evic-
tions over the winter holidays, but 
there are several reasons why staff 
cannot put it on the agenda. 

While you noted that this 
emergency moratorium is neces-
sary to preserve the public peace, 
health and safety of the commu-
nity and to prevent further evic-
tions and displacement of tenants, 
we have to ensure that any item 
the Council is asked to consider 
is legally defensible and fair to all 
perspectives.

For the last year, city staff has 
been working to find solutions to 
the rent crisis in Alameda. On Nov. 
5, 2015, the City Council adopted 
Ordinance 3140, an urgency ordi-
nance, imposing within the city 
a temporary moratorium for 65 
days on rent increases of 8 per-
cent or more and an eviction mor-
atorium, prohibiting any action 
to terminate a tenancy except for 
“just cause.” 

That urgency ordinance was 
set to expire Jan. 9 and was put 
into place as the City Council con-
tinued to work with staff and the 
community on measures the city 
could take to prevent the displace-
ment of tenants. When it became 
clear that the city would not have 
a program in place by Jan. 9, the 
City Council extended the evic-
tion moratorium two more times 
to March 9. 

On Feb. 16, a draft ordinance 
concerning rent stabilization, lim-
iting evictions and other tenant 
protection measures was present-
ed to the City Council.

On March 1, the City Council 
adopted Ordinance 3148, finding 
that without the ordinance, the 
public peace, health and safety 
would be threatened because 1) 
landlords would have an immedi-
ate incentive to increase rents, 2) 
landlords would have an immedi-
ate incentive to serve termination 
of tenancy without cause notices 

and 3) because tenants who are 
displaced through no fault of their 
own may not have the financial 
wherewithal to pay relocation 
costs and moving expenses. 

Today, Ordinance 3148 is work-
ing to 1) limit rent increases by 
requiring mediation for all res-
idential rent increases of more 
than 5 percent, 2) limit termina-
tions of tenancy without cause 
and discourage landlords from 
evicting tenants to increase rents 
and 3) provide substantial reloca-
tion fees and moving expenses. 

When the City Council adopted 
a temporary eviction moratorium 
on Nov. 5, 2015, Ordinance 3148 
was not in place. In light of the 
protections offered to renters in 
Ordinance 3148, the city does not 
believe there are adequate legal 
grounds for staff to present an 
emergency eviction moratorium 
to the City Council. 

Since the city’s ordinance 
went into effect in April, with data 
through September, there have 
been a total of 20 terminations of 
tenancy without cause that were 
noticed to the Housing Authority. 
Of those, three were found inval-
id and stopped. Therefore, over 
six months, there were a total of 
17 terminations of tenancy with-
out cause in Alameda, requiring 
relocation benefits be paid to the 
tenant. While we understand the 
very real hardship these termi-
nations cause Alameda residents 
and families, the data we have 
do not provide overwhelming 
evidence of widespread displace-
ment supporting a serious health 
and safety issue.

City staff will present pos-
sible amendments to the city’s 
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The data we have 
does not provide 
overwhelming  
evidence of  
widespread  
displacement.

Disingenuous  
description
Editor:

To write about the Canfield kill-
ing like a run-of-the-mill murder is 
disingenuous (“Murder Hits Island 
City,” Nov. 24). You could have, 
at least, mentioned that it was a 
mercy killing or the circumstances 
surrounding the death. 

I went to part of the trial. The 
community stood behind this man 
100 percent. One woman even 
offered to shelter him if he was 
released on bail. His neighbor was 
there to testify on his behalf. Not 
just a murder.

— Debra Sarver

Editor’s note: Under California 
law, there is no such thing as a 
“mercy killing.” The Canfield mur-
der was not the focus of the article 
in question, but, as part of the 
story, a synopsis of murders in 
Alameda. The article did mention 
that Canfield told the court that he 
killed his wife to end her suffering. 

Please consider AEF
Editor:

At this time of year when we 
give thanks, I would like to thank 
you for your interest in and sup-
port of the Alameda Education 
Foundation (AEF) and the work 
we do. I hope that if you are con-
sidering making a year-end chari-
table donation, you will consider 
donating to AEF. 

AEF runs academic and athlet-
ic programs that provide oppor-
tunities for students to learn, not 
just about sports, science or art, 
but also about themselves. When 
you give to AEF, you help Alameda 
students discover new interests 
and abilities and, sometimes, turn 
their lives around.

AEF manages and supports 
hundreds of educational programs 
such as our middle-school sports 
league, after-school enrichment 
classes, summer camps, robotics 
and visual and performing arts. 
Last spring we launched our col-
lege prep academy, including col-
lege test prep classes, personal 
statement workshops and finan-
cial literacy seminars to help stu-
dents who are historically under-
represented in college. This fall 
we began a two-year visual and 
literary arts exhibit featuring stu-
dent work from across the Island.

Each summer we manage the 
annual Equipped 4 Success com-
munity school supply drive, pro-
viding homeless, formerly home-
less and low-income students with 

new backpacks filled with qual-
ity school supplies. We support 
teachers across Alameda by pro-
viding them with $500 donations 
through our Adopt-A-Classroom 
program.

Our work increases education-
al opportunities for our students 
that spark imaginations, nurture 
creativity and build confidence. 
More importantly, our work gives 
students the chance to learn 
about themselves and what they 
are capable of doing. Together, we 
can change lives. 

Please consider making a 
tax-deductible donation at www.
AlamedaEducation.org.

— Bill Sonneman, President
Alameda Education 

Foundation

Let’s make a plan
Editor:

Standing at the end of this 
unnerving election cycle, let’s 
make a commitment to healing 
that divide that plagues our com-
munity. But before we do, we have 
to ask; what exactly is it that 
divides us?

During the primary season 
Senator Bernie Sanders called out 
the 1 percent for squeezing the 99 
percent so severely it was causing 
the middle class to disappear and 
the very fabric of democracy itself 
to unravel. “Enough is enough” he 
said. When political and economic 
leadership remains unresponsive 
to the people the only desper-
ately democratic action left is 
grassroots organizing against the 
rigged system and advocating for 
yourself and family.

Alameda is a microcosm of the 
divisiveness found at the national 
level. The root of the problem 
is a social and economic play-
ing field tilted in favor of those 
who “have.” In Alameda the M1-L1 
struggle brought to light this “1 
percent mentality and power 
structure” in the form of unscru-
pulous landlords, property own-
ers, Realtors and investors. This 
is the source of our divisiveness. 
Enough is enough.

Alamedans need what the 
nation needs: safe, secure, afford-
able housing and health care; edu-
cation without going into debt 
for a lifetime; the kept promise 
of clean air; safe water, and food; 
healing of the racism and classism 
rampant in our culture and deeply 
embedded in our social and eco-
nomic systems.

In sum, we want social, eco-
nomic, racial and environmental 
justice.  What prevents the real-

ization of justice — i.e. the creation 
of an even playing field — is some-
thing we all suffer from: fear that 
what we have will be taken away, 
or that what we need will not be 
provided.

I call on our City Council to 
lead Alameda’s “Healing Project.” 
At a time when so many suffer a 
severe crisis in confidence in our 
political institutions, Alamedans 
need a commitment from our City 
Council that they will serve as the 
gate keepers and guardians against 
the injustices that divide us. We 
need our representatives to lay the 
foundation of and secure this even 
playing field.

We have an opportunity to iden-
tify the problem for what it is, own 
it and then move forward as a com-
munity to healing. I like the idea of 
a series of old fashioned town hall 
meetings hosted and guided by a 
neutral peace keeper or mediator: 
someone outside our community 
who can objectively help leverage 
us out of the social and emotional 
log jam in which we find ourselves.

If we’re going to stop the local 
deadly squeeze on the middle class, 
if we’re going to deal with income 
inequality, with the disdain and fear 
inherent in classism and racism, we 
have to first admit the problem.

We stand at the turning point, 
a crossroads. We can choose the 
same divisive path, or collectively 
we can say we’re going to do this 
differently. Maybe, just maybe, we 
can be of service to other commu-
nities racked with the same fevered 
illness evident throughout our 
nation. As Senator Sanders remind-
ed us, if we stand together there 
is nothing, absolutely nothing, we 
cannot accomplish.

— Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin

Open letter to electors
The Alameda Sun received a 

copy of this letter addressed to the 
members of the Electoral College. 

Dear Electors:
This is not about disappoint-

ment or sour grapes; this is about 
enacting the will of the American 
people. This is about a love for 
democracy and decency and the 
America I still believe I live in.

Hillary Clinton won the popu-
lar vote by 2 million votes and 
counting. Donald Trump won the 
Electoral College by some 107,000 
votes across three states. And 
now Donald Trump is “binding the 
wounds of division” by appoint-
ing polarizing figures with records 
of hate and division to key posi-
tions: people like Steve Bannon, Jeff 
Sessions and Mike Flynn.

I work for an education non-
profit; we are serving a community 
that is having an especially hard 
time struggling with this outcome, 
whomever they voted for. The 
majority of the 400-plus hate crimes 
tracked by the Southern Poverty 
Law Center since the election are at 


