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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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A heartfelt thanks
Editor:

I don’t know who to thank but 
I’d like you to pass on my email 
to whoever chose Zeno Zaks’ 
essay (“Kids on What Makes a 
Good President,” Nov. 17) about 
the good qualities a president 
should have.

Zeno was all smiles all day, and 
hopefully, this will change some 
people’s opinion of him. He kept 
glancing at page seven of today’s 
Alameda Sun and smiling to him-
self. He will show it to his grand-
mother who is arriving today from 
out of town.

To get his essay run in the 
local newspaper after hearing 
about how he is not doing so well 
in handing in homework and that 
his written work is mediocre.

This was just fantastic to 
acknowledge him and his work 
at his best. Some even asked me 
if he wrote it himself. Yes, he 
did! He worked hard on it and 
kept improving draft after draft to 
give more examples and use more 
descriptive words.

— Juliann Chang 
Third Grade Teacher

Editor’s note: Turn to page 
9 to read another essay on what 
makes a good president courtesy of 
Juliann Chang’s students.

Thanks for the story on 
medical clowning
Editor:

Thank you so much for run-
ning the medical clown story 
(“Some Clowns Aren’t That Bad,” 
Nov. 10). Please thank intern 
Avalon Cassard for her well-writ-
ten piece as it captured the spirit 
of Medical Clown Project’s impor-
tant work.  

Our work is healing focused in 
a very different way and is often 
misunderstood as people hear the 
word clowning and only think of 
the circus. 

My experience as a board 
member has opened my eyes 
to the value of this integrated 
approach to healing for the 
patients, their families and to the 
staff that serves them. 

— Audrey Lord Hausman

Thanks for recognition
Editor:

I wanted to say thank you for 
finding a space for the Alameda 
Community Fund (ACF) in the 
Alameda Sun (“Community Fund 
Deemed Outstanding,” Nov. 10). 

We hope that as more folks know 
about how the fund supports local 
non-profits every year they will 
help ACF grow so that it can do 
even more.

— Ed Kofman 

Time to take down 
those lawn signs
Editor: 

As I write this letter, it’s Nov. 
20, two weeks past Election Day 
and I’m still seeing election lawn 
signs and wonderfully creative 
Halloween decorations, unfor-
tunately catching cobwebs and 
dust.

It’s time to take them down, 
and if you’re inclined to deco-
rate for whatever holiday you 
might celebrate, we’d love to see 
those instead or Go Raiders or 
Go Hornets signs.

Other than declarative 
turkey flags, not sure if any-
one, anywhere decorates for 
Thanksgiving other than the 
surviving male turkeys wooing 
females with their colorful plum-
age.

Mike Lano

Now is the time to 
reach out and help
Editor:

The smoke still rises from 
the 2016 election embers. The 
majority of votes continue to 
lean toward the woman who 
fought hard and was denied the 
job. The election was given to 
a game show host. America is 
really hurting. 

When you are hurting, you 
don’t ask a wealthy person for 
help; you ask a giving person for 
help. Donald Trump is not a giv-
ing person. He is now loading up 
government positions with peo-
ple like himself, who will siphon 
American tax dollars away from 
the people who are hurting the 
most. 

I hope I can be proven wrong. 
Justice is blinded by hatred and 
racism. Some people forgot that 
the same persons now planning 
to run our government in 2017 
were in office during the 9/11 
attacks and the 2008 economic 
disaster. We have so much work 
to do. 

The recent Lake Merritt Wall 
of Joined Hands protest was a 
great example of the positive 
human spirit of California. Now 
that is a wall we can all live with. 
Thank you, Oakland!

— Debra Weiss

Scouts say ‘thank you’ to 
Spin Pizza
Editor:

The Alameda Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America (BSA) would like 
to wholeheartedly thank Spin Pizza 
at Alameda Landing, including man-
ager JP Parker and the terrific staff, 
for allowing the Friends of Scouting 
to have a very successful Dine & 
Donate fundraiser in November. 
Also a big thank you to the commu-
nity for supporting the event.

 The Alameda Council BSA is the 
largest youth serving organization in 
Alameda serving almost 20 percent of 
the boys and girls in our community 
with programs for youth from eight 
to 21 years old. The council, the 22nd 
chartered to the BSA, will celebrate 
100 Years of Scouting in Alameda in 
the year ahead having served youth 
in our community since 1916.

— Charles Howard-Gibbon, 
Scout Executive, 

Alameda Council BSA
Stephen Zimmerman, 

Chairman, Friends of Scouting

AEF thanks donors
Editor: 

The Alameda Education 
Foundation’s (AEF) Adopt-A-
Classroom program provided 
$500 donations to Alameda public 
school teachers that they used 
to benefit their classrooms. In 
September and October the pro-
gram adopted 72 teachers thanks 
to our generous community.  
Many of these donors adopted 
more than one classroom.

AEF would like to thank 
Alison and Paco Aubrejuan, as 
well as Todd and Laura Palmer. 
Farmstead Cheese and Wines 
donated to the program, as did 
Frank and Winifred Ghiglione; 
Gina and Stuart Adamson; and 
the Ybonne and Gay family.

Tony and Shirley Abbott 
helped with a donation. They 
were joined by Alex and Penny 
Stevens; the Marquis family; the 
Kelly family grandparents and 
the Jew family. Bev Behnerkempe 
sent a donation “in memory of my 
husband, Bob.”  

Grandma Elaine donated, as 
did Alameda Collison Repair; the 
Council for Boosting Teacher 
Morale; Dylan’s family; Jane and 
Ernie Peterson; and Joanne and 
Dave Archer. Gayle Saldinger 
and Ed O’Neil sent a donation to 
the program, as did the Samford 
family; the 2015 Zombie Crawl; 
Joshua and Lauren Cook; and the 
Bradley/Smith family. 

The Scott Family sent a dona-
tion, as did a Maya Lin fami-
ly. They were joined by Becka 
Feldman; and Serge Wilson; the 
Mitchell and Yeh families sent 
donations. They were joined by 
Tricia and David Cattanach; the 
Carvalho, Dean, Farris, Forder 
and Lucken-Lucas families all 
sent donations.

The Weinberg family pitched 

Jeff Cambra
The Rent Review Advisory 

Committee (RRAC) is the body 
designated by the City Council 
to resolve rent disputes between 
residents and landlords. It is the 
first line of defense for residents 
facing excessive rent increases 
and the forum that landlords are 
required to present their cases 
in to get city approval for rent 
increases of more than 5 percent. 

There is no minimum rent 
increase required for a resident 
to file an application for rent 
review. RRAC recommendations 
more than 5 percent are binding 
and enforceable in multifamily 
units. Alameda has approximate-
ly 16,000 rental units with about 
4,000 exempt units subject to 
advisory decisions of the RRAC. 

In November, the Housing 
Authority submitted six cases to 
the RRAC, and only one case was 
actually heard by the committee. 
This case involved a resident 
who had been living in a two-
bedroom unit of a triplex for 10 
years and was paying $1,395 a 
month. The landlord notified the 
tenant of a rent increase of $500, 
35.8 percent. The resident coun-
tered offering a $69, 5 percent, 

rent increase. 
The resident indicated that 

the landlord’s increase was not 
justified without an increase in 
services or amenities. The land-
lord supported the increase by 
showing that the current market 
rent was $2,200 and that the pro-
posed $1,895 was under market 
and still a reasonable increase.

The landlord offered no infor-
mation regarding increased costs 
and refused to consider allowing 
the resident to have a roommate 
to help cover the cost of any 
increased rent. The parties could 
not come to an agreement, and 
the RRAC made a unanimous rec-
ommended of a $69 increase as 
proposed by the resident. 

The remaining five cases 
involved rent increases at one 
complex. The complex offered 
both one-year rent increases at 
5 percent or less and month-to-
month rent increases more than 
5 percent. Since one of the rent 
increase options was more than 
5 percent, the rent ordinance 
required the landlord to file an 
application for each unit and get 
approval for the increases from 
the RRAC. 

If a resident wished to dis-

pute the proposed rent increase, 
they had the option to attend 
the meeting. If a resident did not 
appear, then the increases went 
into effect. None of the residents 
who received these rent increases 
appeared at the RRAC meeting to 
contest the increases. The prop-
erty manager said that a number 
of residents had signed or were in 
the process of signing leases. 

These cases demonstrate that 
landlords are respecting the 5 per-
cent threshold, and that when a 
landlord attempts to raise rents 
based solely on the market, resi-
dents can effectively challenge 
large rent increases. The excessive 
rent increases of the past that dis-
placed long-term residents have 
stopped under Ordinance 3148.

Jeff Cambra is a community medi-
ator and former assistant city attorney.

Eric Strimling
The Alameda Renters’ Coalition 

(ARC) came into existence two 
years ago. Measure M1 was a 
result, not the reason, for the 
organization. We are heartened 
that more than 12,000 Alamedans 
voted to enact real, tough, rent 
control here. We will build on 
this base to do what we were 
founded to do: advocate to keep 
Alamedans in their homes.

We fought a good fight, but 
lost. We were outspent by 20 to 
1, a figure simply too difficult to 
overcome. The realty association 
and landlord strategy was to con-
fuse the voters. They succeeded. 
They called themselves rent con-
trol, they published repeatedly 
that the winning Measure L1 had 
a 5 percent rent cap — it doesn’t. 

I spoke to tenants who voted 
for L1 thinking it was the rent-con-
trol measure. Most importantly, 
the landlords branded M1 as “radi-
cal” and touted themselves as the 
“fair” alternative. It was a strat-
egy that the California Apartment 
Association (CAA) had done poll-
ing on, and it worked.

We are disappointed, but also 
proud of the progress that has 
been made over the last year. A 
year ago there was no rent regula-
tion in Alameda. Alamedans came 
together and pushed hard and 
the City Council was able to pass 

Ordinance 3148, which put the 
brakes on rent increases and evic-
tions.  The landlords fought this 
ordinance with everything they 
had, and tried to defeat or weaken 
it even after it passed. 

Then ARC qualified real rent 
control, Measure M1, for the bal-
lot. Suddenly landlords “liked” 
the City ordinance. And now 
a majority of Alamedans have 
affirmed that ordinance. Instead 
of debating whether or not to 
enact rent control, Alameda is 
now debating what sort of rent 
regulations we need. This is real 
progress. Thank you.

ARC deeply grateful to the 
hundreds of volunteers, and thou-
sands of supporters, who made 
this progress possible. It was 
truly a collaborative effort, with 
the invaluable assistance of the 
Alameda Labor Council AFL-CIO, 
the Alameda County Democratic 
Party, Alameda Progressives, 
Filipino Advocates for Justice, 
Renewed Hope Housing 
Advocates, Tenants Together and 
a long list of endorsers and allies.

All through the battle to write 
ordinance 3148 Councilmembers 
Marilyn Ezzy-Ashcraft and Jim 
Oddie would say to us that they 
needed “a third vote” to pass 
stronger protections. With the 
election of Malia Vella, which 
the coalition strongly supported, 

we now have that third vote for 
tenants’ rights. Since more than 
half of all Alamedans rent, we 
are glad to see them better rep-
resented.

We look forward to working 
with the new City Council to tight-
en the regulations on no-cause 
evictions, create better data col-
lection on the state of Alameda’s 
rental market, and improve the 
quality and quantity of afford-
able housing. We look forward to 
strengthening our own organiza-
tion, making it into a permanent 
voice for renters in Alameda. 

ARC wants to be in every 
apartment building, every 
duplex, and every single-family 
residence that is for rent, educat-
ing and advocating for the rights 
of tenants. Please join us!

Eric Strimling represents the 
Alameda Renters’ Coalition.

ARC Pledges to 
Continue the Fight

Instead of debating 
whether or not to 
enact rent control, 
Alameda is now 
debating what sort 
of rent regulations 
we need.

Commentary

City Rent Ordinance Is Doing Its Job
Commentary

These cases  
demonstrate that 
landlords are 
respecting the 5 
percent threshold. 

in, as did Thu Le and the Zenner 
family. Genentech sent a check 
on behalf of the Yvonne and Gary 
families. An Edison family also 
sent a donation, as did Tom and 
Jennifer Bennett; a Lincoln family; 
Judy Wagner and Merle Cannon; 
and a Friend of Paden School.

Bao-Long and Anh Nguyen-
Trong and Carbill sent a dona-

tion. They were joined by; Andrea 
Warren and Lars Damerow; Para 
and Helmut Gehle; Jacob Davies 
and the families of Ms. Isola’s 
classroom. Larry Bolton of State 
Farm helped out with a check, as 
did the Wismar family; and Power 
Up For Learning. 

Because of our generous pro-
gram underwriters, 100 percent 

of each donation goes to the 
teacher. Thank you to our 
Adopt-A-Classroom sponsors: 
Pump Repair Service Co./Joanne 
and Dave Archer; Star Harbor 
(a proposed Tim Lewis com-
munity); Alameda Landing (a 
Catellus Development), Bill and 
Lois Sonneman; the Appliance 
Repair Doctor; and Daniel T. 
Jew, financial adviser, Edward 
Jones.

Our goal for 2016-2017 is 
to adopt 200 teachers. If you 
would like to make a direct and 
powerful impact on student 
learning, please consider adopt-
ing a teacher today at www.
AlamedaEducation.org.

— Kathleen C. Woulfe
Alameda Education 

Foundation


