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Editor are the express 
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Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
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Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
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Liz Warmerdam
One of the issues we are fac-

ing at our next Public Utilities 
Board (PUB) meeting is how to 
fairly pay rooftop solar custom-
ers for the excess energy they 
send to the grid. In Alameda, 
about 350 people have rooftop 
solar at their homes, represent-
ing about 1 percent of Alameda 
Municipal Power’s (AMP) 35,000 
customers. It’s a complicated is-
sue, and one that affects all Al-
amedans who pay an electric bill.

In recent years, rebates and 
incentives from utilities and gov-
ernment enabled solar technol-
ogy to quickly mature. For exam-
ple, the California Legislature in 
2008 required utilities to provide 
rebates to customers installing 
solar systems. Under that law 
(Senate Bill 1) AMP provided 
more than $4 million in rebates 
to help offset the high costs of 
solar panels for commercial and 
residential customers. All of 
AMP’s customers pay for those 
rebates through a line item on 
their electric bill.

In addition, the Legislature, 
under the Net Energy Metering 
(NEM) program, required utilities 
to pay customers with solar sys-
tems for the excess energy they 
send to the electric grid. Funds 
for payments to these solar cus-
tomers come from rates paid by 

everyone. AMP must do this until 
the city reaches a specific level of 
solar capacity, which will happen 
in the next few months. 

AMP must now develop a suc-
cessor plan and decide what role it 
should have in taking power from 
solar customers, and how much 
to pay for their excess generation. 
Nearly all solar customers rely on 
AMP’s grid when the solar system 
is not generating, and AMP must 
ensure they help support the cost 
of keeping it running. 

For several months now, 
I’ve been AMP’s interim general 
manager as we search for a new 
leader of the utility. In this role, 
what has been most impressive 
to me is AMP’s ability to main-
tain a green and sustainable 
energy portfolio while provid-
ing excellent customer service 
and low-cost, reliable energy to 
the Alameda community. Today, 
AMP’s energy portfolio is 85 per-
cent carbon-free and 65 percent 
renewable. 

Sustainability has been a core 
value of AMP’s for years, with 
long-standing forward-thinking 
leaders on the PUB. Not surpris-
ingly, the utility continues to 
be forward thinking, transform-
ing itself into what’s known as a 
“utility of the future.” Next year 
we will be rolling out automated 
smart meters that will allow our 

customers and AMP to better 
manage energy use and continue 
to reduce greenhouse gases. 

We will be assisting with the 
development at Alameda Point, 
potentially creating a technologi-
cally advanced grid. We will help 
develop strategies to include 
more clean energy into our port-
folio, including solar power, both 
on a small and large scale. These 
issues highlight the fact that the 
energy industry is rapidly chang-
ing and AMP is responding.

For nearly two years, AMP has 
listened to public input through 
town hall meetings, PUB meet-
ings, letters and phone calls. On 
Nov. 21 at 7 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers, PUB will consider the 
successor program to NEM. This 
program will not impact custom-
ers who currently have rooftop 
solar and participate in the NEM. 
The question we will tackle is 
how to create an equitable rate 
system while allowing customers 
to be more self-reliant and envi-
ronmentally responsible. 

Please join us Monday, Nov. 
21, so PUB can hear from you.

Liz Warmerdam lives in Al-
ameda. She is the interim general 
manager of AMP and assistant city 
manager.

Developing a Fair 
Program for Solar 

Commentary

‘Alamedans United’ Investment Pays Dividends
Editor’s note: Due to a produc-

tion error, the end of this editorial 
was left out of last week’s Alameda 
Sun. It is reprinted here in its entirety.

Dennis Evanosky
“Tony Daysog”: These two words 

when spoken together strike fear 
into the hearts of at least two local 
unions. Add “Councilmember” to 
the front of the mix and raise the 
anxiety at least a notch or two. That 
new level of fear spurred a crusade 
to strip Daysog of that title. 

To accomplish this, the crusad-
ers took on a name — an identity to 
hide behind. “Alamedans United” 
they called themselves. On Aug. 
15, the campaigners filed Form 
460 with California’s Secretary of 
State. One week later, they turned 
the mandatory forms in to the City 
Clerk’s office here in Alameda. 

A close inspection of the paper-
work reveals that a more honest 
name for the crusaders might have 
been “Unions United.” 

It turns out that the Alameda 
firefighters’ union and a grocery 
workers union — and not individual 
Alamedans — are behind Alamed-
ans United. Its principal officers — 
Byong Kim and Michael Henneberry 
— represent those unions; Kim, Al-
ameda Firefighters Union Local 689 
and Henneberry, United Food and 
Commercial Workers, Local 5. On the 
forms they filed with the state and 
city, Kim and Henneberry listed their 
respective unions as the sponsoring 
committees for Alamedans United. 

They listed the mailing address 
for Alamedans United as Sacramento. 
According to the paperwork, the or-
ganization also does its banking some 
90 miles away in the state capital.  

Not long after the unions duly 
filed their forms as Alamedans 
United, the money began pour-
ing in — none of it from Alameda; 
almost all of it from unions. The 
first contributions came from fire-
fighters’ unions in Hayward, Sac-
ramento and San Francisco. Later, 
more unions added to the pile. For 
example, the elevator constructors 
union donated $250. The Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters 
— under the guise of its political 
action committee, the “Democrat, 
Republican, Independent Voter Ed-
ucation” (D.R.I.V.E.) gave $10,000. 

The teamsters’ contribution 
almost covered the $12,794 that 
Alamedans United spent attacking 
the name they feared most: Tony 
Daysog. Alamedans United spent 
none of this money in Alameda.  

Alamedans United paid Mary 
Leigh Henneberry a total of 
$1,445.66 to “Design/Oppose Tony 
Daysog/City Council.” Form 460 
lists Henneberry’s address as “Cas-
tro Valley.” She owns a graphic de-
sign business in San Francisco. 

Alamedans United paid Pacific 
Printing in San Jose $10,709 to print 
Henneberry’s design and more than 
$2,700 on postage to mail items 
from a San Jose post office. 

It’s unclear how much of that 
money Alamedans United spent 
on the postage required to get its 
anti-Daysog message to Island City 
mailboxes. 

The Alameda Sun went to press 
two hours before the polls closed 
in California, so at press time it re-
mained unclear whether the unions 
were successful in ridding Alameda of 
the man they feared enough to spend 
more than $12,000 to have his seat.   

Part Two
Alamedans United’s investment 

of union money in mailers that 
bashed now lame-duck City Council-
member Daysog proved successful. 
The organization, which had little 
to do with Alameda — other than 
making certain that the City Council 
casts at least three sets of favorable 
eyes upon them — played an effec-
tive role in unseating Daysog and 
seating Malia Vella in his place. 

Daysog prided himself in not tak-
ing money from the unions. Vella, 
who works for the teamsters as 
an attorney, had her hand out to 
the unions from the very start. On 
March 23, unions that represented 
the firefighters and food workers 
footed the bill at Alameda Island 
Brewing for Vella’s first fundraiser. 
Two other unions — Vella’s employ-
er and a construction trades union 
— the 35,000-member Operating En-
gineers Local 3 with offices on South 
Loop Road — also chipped in.  

On April 17, well before the first 
beer was poured at the brewery, 
Vella’s employer had deposited 
$5,000 in her election coffers. The 
teamsters would add more later. 

After the Alameda Sun editorial 
last week, (reprinted here on the 
left) the Sun received phone calls 
and comments inquiring why this 
issue is being covered now, instead 
of during the election. For the last 
15 years the Sun has stayed out of 
politics at election time. Instead, the 
Sun has given its readers voices on 
the opinion pages.

Well, the election is over, and 
three people whose names ap-
peared on those deceptive pieces 
— none of whom stepped forward 

Editorial

to disown the mailers’ twisted 
facts — are now representing Al-
ameda: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft and 
Malia Vella on the City Council and 
Gray Harris on the School Board. 

Voters should watch these 
elected officials closely. Will 
they represent the interests of 
“Alamedans United” (“OUR in-
terests,” as the unions put it in 
their mailers). Or will they recuse 
themselves from voting on mat-
ters that involve the “the public 
safety and labor organizations” 
behind the illusory hit pieces 
that helped unseat Daysog. 

Teaching empathy  
and tolerance
Editor:

Many of us in Alameda are 
horrified that Donald Trump has 
actually been elected president. 
Watching racism and misogyny 
bubble to the surface even here 
at home is disheartening. I’m glad 
that the community is coming 
together to fight the hatred.

But part of stopping hate is not 
to demonize Trump supporters 
too much. I’ve had to stop my chil-
dren from their natural tendency 
to lash out at the people who 
voted for Trump, and encourage 
them to build some empathy for 
them. 

While I can’t offer any justifica-
tion for the bigotry that Trump 
espouses, I have to remind my 
kids that while there were peo-
ple who truly supported Trump 
and others who truly supported 
Clinton, there were millions who 
voted for Clinton only because 
they couldn’t stomach the idea of 
Trump becoming president, and 
likewise, millions who voted for 
Trump because they couldn’t face 
Clinton winning. And I have a lot 
of sympathy for the latter group. 

After watching the corrupt 
Democratic National Committee 
effectively steal the party and 
the nomination away from Bernie 
Sanders, the electorate was faced 
with a choice between the two 
most unpopular presidential can-
didates in our history. 

So many of these voters, tired 
of the political status quo, turned 
to anti-hero Trump — or, in so 
many cases, just didn’t even both-
er to vote at all.

If we are going to get through 
the next four years, we need to 
listen to the legitimate concerns of 
the Trump voters. And, of course, 
do everything we can to stop the 
sanctioned hatred that is perpe-
trated by what I hope is a minority 
of those supporters.

— Dan Wood

Enough is enough
Editor:

There’s a nation-wide uptick in 
hate crime and Alameda has had 
its own share. Tearing off the hijab 
of a little girl, “if he’s in, you’re 
out”, “if he can touch you there so 
can I”, and graffiti on our schools. 
Enough is enough.

Children perpetrating these 
crimes are victims, too. I call 
on the parents who teach their 
children racism, xenophobia, 

homophobia — all the worst in 
human nature. Truth to what you 
perceive to be your power. You are 
the responsible party. Alameda 
will hold you accountable. The 
good news is that the vast major-
ity of Alamedans are not like you. 
You are a minority in our midst. 
And you need help so you can be 
part of community and not a force 
that mindlessly destroys it.

If we do not stop this who 
will? If not now, when? If you are 
a victim of hate crime, touched in 
this way by today’s events, report 
it immediately to the police, name 
names, take pictures and videos 
and remember: while our presi-
dent-elect may have set this atro-
cious example, behaved in this 
outrageous manner and unleashed 
a monster in our midst, hate 
crime is still illegal in the state of 
California last I checked.

We’ve work to do folks.
— Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin

Unions on rent control
Editor:

Let’s say that you worked for 
company ABC, and that company 
spent a record-breaking amount 
of money making sure you got a 
seat on the City Council. It would 
be safe to say that there is a 
clear conflict of interest if issues 
regarding company ABC were 
ever brought before the Council. 
It also would be reasonable to 
think that you would recuse your-
self from all matters regarding 
company ABC. 

Now let’s add a second layer 
to the scenario. Not only has com-
pany ABC given tens of thousands 
of dollars to your campaign, but 
they are also your employer. It 
would be safe to say that it is now 
crystal clear you should not ethi-
cally vote on matters regarding 
company ABC. 

Now let’s look at Council-
member-elect Malia Vella. She has 
been given tens of thousands of dol-
lars by the unions she represents in 
her job as an attorney (with com-
pany ABC). And this in a time when 
union contracts are up for nego-
tiations. She is also employed by 
Company ABC as an attorney. She 
will literally be on both sides of the 
bargaining table. If anyone thinks 
this is not a conflict of interest, I 
would describe that as comical. 

Vella has also raised money 
through the unions she represents  
on behalf of the defeated rent 
control measure M1 to defeat L1. 
Why would unions care about rent 
control? They are trying to build a 
voter base. Her role on the council 

is first and foremost to represent 
her employer. Second the people 
of Alameda (maybe). 

When matters regarding rent 
control or union contracts come 
up she should immediately recuse 
herself. I am not anti-union and I 
am not against reasonable tenant 
protections. I am, however, done 
with the business-as-usual corrup-
tion by politicians. There is this 
level of acceptance for unethical 
practices in the public sector that 
does not exist in the private sector. 

It has not been 48 hours since 
Vella was elected and she has 
already began talks to turn L1 into 
M1 though Council votes even 
though 70 percent of the voters 
wanted the more reasonable pro-
tections. She is already trying to 
increase relocation fees, include 
just cause eviction and tie it to 
Consumer Price Index. Literally 
what we just voted against! 

Why does a person who still 
lives at home (a true millennial) 
want such changes right away? 
Because it is in the best interest 
of her employer. They need that 
voter base to stay happy as they 
enter union negotiations. What it 
does to our town is irrelevant.    

— Farhad Matin

Daysog says ‘thank you’
Editor:

I want to take this moment to 
express my deep appreciation to 
the people of Alameda for allow-
ing me the privilege and honor to 
serve on the City Council these 
past four years. What happened 
on, and leading up to, the Nov. 8 
election in no way diminishes my 
joy in looking back on these four 
event-filled years, and in looking 
forward to the great things in store 
for our city in the following days, 
months and years.

I also want to express congratu-
lations to Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft in 
her successful bid for re-election, 
and congratulate  Malia Vella on 
her election to the City Council. Our 
Alameda is an amazing place, and 
I know we’ll all work together with 
the new City Council to keep it so.

I’d also like to take this oppor-
tunity to express special thanks to 
many who helped me these past 
months. Unfortunately, I can’t list 
everyone due to space limitations.  
Those I would like to mention are: 
Ben and Florita Tilos and their son 
Ruben: Chris and Isabel Corpuz; 
Anthony (“Lil”) and Norma Arn-
erich; Ric and Rebecca Jacobo; 
Janet Galera;  Dan Tuazon; Jun and 
Norma Dela Cruz; Eric Cross; Mr. 
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