
Sun Staff Reports
Alamedans might want to 

prepare now for the 30th annual 
Scouting for Food canned food 
drive to be held on Saturday, 
Nov. 18. Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, 
Venturers, Sea Scouts, adult lead-
ers, other youth representatives 
and community volunteers will be 
going door-to-door to collect bags 
of canned and non-perishable food 
to meet the needs of local Alameda 
families.

In Alameda last November, Scouts 
collected nearly 19,000 pounds of 
food, which was sorted and boxed 

by community volunteers then dis-
tributed by the Alameda Food Bank 
to more than 2,000 local families. The 
Alameda Council hopes to match or 
exceed that collection goal this year.

Scouts and other youth will dis-
tribute door hangers to residences 
the weekend of Nov. 11 announc-
ing the Scouting for Food effort. 
Residents are asked to put their dona-
tions on their front doorsteps on Nov. 
18 before 9 a.m. The Scouts and other 
volunteers will pick up the donations 
between 9 a.m. and noon.

Give the gift of health by donating  
healthy food that goes beyond filling 

stomachs to nourishing and promot-
ing health.

Community partners for the  
Scouting for Food drive in Alameda 
include the Rotary Club of Alameda, 
Alameda Elks Lodge, Girls Inc. of 
the Island City and American Red 
Cross Youth. United States Coast 
Guard personnel will be transport-
ing the sorted and boxed food to the 
Alameda Food Bank.

For more information about 
Scouting for Food, contact the 
Alameda Food Bank at 523-5850 or 
the Alameda Council, Boy Scouts of 
America at 522-2772. 
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KID Fun in the Sun

HOW TO PLAY: Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 boxes  
must contain the numbers 1 through 9 without repetition.

Do you own a business  
that woulD fit well here  
on the kiDs/puzzle page?
woulD you like to finD out  
about special kiDs-relateD  

businesses anD puzzle sponsorship pricing?  
call cinDy pelletier at 263-1824 or  

email her at cpelletier@alameDasun.com

woulD you like to finD out about special kiDs-relateD  
businesses anD puzzle sponsorship pricing?  

call cinDy pelletier at 263-1824 or  
email her at cpelletier@alameDasun.com

by Colin Close

Did you know…our eyes 
help us make decisions, 
like when to run, jump or 
move out of the way? Over 
the next few weeks we’ll 
be taking a “closer look” at 
our eyeballs. Sclera: This 
is the white part of your 
eye and forms the sup-
porting structure. The op-
tic nerve and the muscles 
you use to move your eyes 
are connected to it.

BY EMMANUEL WILLIAMSiddlesR
WHAT AM I? (Answer next week) Previous Answer: Great White Shark. 

KIDS! Send correct answers to ekos@alamedasun.com three weeks in a row and win a pack of 
riddle cards courtesy of Alameda resident Emmanuel Williams. 

My skin is made of bone, my hands can grip you tight.
I have two eyes, I have no head, and travel left or right. 

Courtesy Levy family

James Levy takes a moment at the plaque in 
Washington Park that recalls the tragic deaths of 
Herman Smith and his son “Guy.” 

Scouts to Collect Food on Nov. 18

History’s Mystery Beneath Our Feet
James Levy 

Ghosts were the topic of conver-
sation a couple of months ago as 
I supervised some young campers 
at Upper Washington Park. The kids 
were debating whether or not they 
believed in spooky spirits because, 
they claimed, “There’s somebody bur-
ied here, look!” 

I joined them in removing dirt and 
redwood needles from the alleged 
grave marker, and discovered instead, 
a small memorial plaque: “This tree 
planted in memory of Herman Smith,” 
the plaque read.  “A good friend and 
classmate; Washington School Class 
of 1965.” Now I was curious: Who was 
Herman and what happened? How 
long ago was this towering redwood 
planted for him? And why was the 
plaque buried so deeply now?

The mystery remained after the 
camp ended, so I started checking 
around town for answers. I hoped 
that Washington (now Maya Lin) 
Elementary School might have an old 
1965 yearbook, but none could be 
found. At the Alameda Unified School 
District main office, I was told that 
class rosters from the 

,
60s had been 

purged by now, so the names of the 
rest of the generous Class of 1965 
were gone. 

The Alameda Recreation & Park 
Department (ARPD) had no record of 
installing the plaque, and the Alameda 
Historical Museum’s old real-estate 
books showed no sign of Herman’s 
family owning or renting property on 
the Island.

Luckily, the Alameda Free Library  
has old newspapers on microfiche! 
Between its news articles and my 
additional online hunting, I learned 
that Herman died as an eighth-grader, 
four months before he would have 
graduated with his Washington 
School class. He went by the nick-
name “Guy,” since his father’s name 

was Herman too. 
The boy and his father passed  

away in February 1965 from carbon 
monoxide poisoning, due to a faulty 
flue in their Central Avenue cottage 
apartment. The newspapers showed 
the family’s cat, who had escaped  
unscathed, and noted that Guy’s 
mother and sisters had also survived 
the tragedy. Mr. Smith had served in 
the military, so he and his son are 
buried at the Golden Gate National 
Cemetery in San Bruno.

I thought it would be nice  
to bring a little attention to the mem-
ory of this young man, and to the 

kindness of his classmates, so I went 
to see Park Manager John McDonald 
at ARPD. We talked about having his 
crews clean up the site and resume 
maintenance of the plaque, so people 
are aware of it.

 In the meantime, I am continuing  
to ask longtime Alamedans if they 
know or can remember someone still 
in town who might have been a class-
mate of Guy’s. Uncovering history’s 
mysteries like this is part of the fun of 
living in Alameda.

James Levy grew up on the  
West End of Alameda, and now attends 
college in Pennsylvania.


