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Letters to the Editor
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The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Transparency, please
Editor:

I found an election flyer from 
Alamedans United hanging on 
my door. However, there appears 
to be very few Alamedans (i.e. 
people who reside in Alameda) 
behind the label. The vast major-
ity of their $35,000 in funding 
comes from firefighters, labor 
unions and developers rather 
than Alamedans. 

According to reports post-
ed on the City Clerk’s website, 
they received money from fire-
fighters in Hayward, Martinez, 
Sacramento, San Francisco and 
more. James D. Falaschi, a real 
estate developer, gave $5,000. 

Construction worker unions 
kicked in, too. The coalition backs 
a slate of candidates for office in 
Alameda and claims to be “cham-
pioning transparency.” Perhaps 
they could start being transparent 
by calling themselves “Firefighters 
and Real Estate Developers 
United.”

— Joe Van Winkle

Couldn’t be prouder or 
more hopeful
Editor: 

I attended the meeting on 
Tuesday, Sept. 27, at Mastick 
Senior Center regarding the 
Alameda Homeless. Mayor 
Spencer, Marilyn Ashcraft, Doug 
Biggs, Police Chief Rolleri, Lena 
Tam later on, and so many others 
were in attendance demonstrating 
to a capacity crowd their care and 
concern over managing this grow-
ing problem. 

I was inspired to hear the 
painful stories of some fellow 
Alamedans suffering up close and 
personally the impact of home-
lessness in their neighborhoods. 
I was inspired to see the coalition 
that has formed to handle the mat-
ter in compassionate and humane 
terms. 

Increasing homelessness is 
a symptom of growing income 
inequality, non-living wages, 
dirth of affordable housing, sky-
rocketing rents, failure to provide 
needed mental health treatment 
and many other socio-economic 
factors hitting not just Alameda, 
but the region, state and nation.

We are witnessing a case study 
of the mechanism by which mem-
bers of the middle and lower class 
are driven to desperation and 
increasingly the state of home-
lessness. 

The idea of erecting quick tem-

porary shelters was floated — 
“tent cities.” I was reminded of 
refugee camps — or the tent cities 
of the depression era. 

We live in a time when the 
homeless problem — as painful 
and ugly as it feels to so many 
— cannot be ignored nor swept 
under the rug. 

In the midst of this “divisive-
ness” debate in Alameda, to see 
social, economic, racial and (yes) 
even environmental justice (Jean 
Sweeney Park) as the springboard 
into action by our community, I 
could not be prouder nor more 
hopeful. 

Thank you, Alameda.
— Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin

Losses likely without 
passing B1
Editor:

We all know Measure B1 (the 
measure to continue the existing 
parcel tax that heavily supports 
our schools here in Alameda) will 
be on the ballot this November. 
What parents might not realize, 
however, is that continuing this 
parcel tax will actually help your 
child get into college.

College applications have 
become more and more competi-
tive, with many more qualified 
high school seniors vying for 
those precious spots. I know the 
stress and worry. I have a junior 
at a UC, and another two chil-
dren heading toward their own 
college application seasons. My 
college student was able to list AP 
classes, athletics and music on his 
college application. 

If B1 doesn’t pass, our high 
schools will lose those AP class-
es, athletics, and the arts. Our 
students will suddenly be com-
peting with students from other 
high schools that have those...
students who simply have more 
to put on their college application. 
That application isn’t only about 
grades and test scores; admis-
sions officers take a holistic view 
of the application; students with 
APs, music, athletics and other 
“extras” on their application are 
much more appealing to a four- 
year college.

Our high schoolers will fall 
lower on the list of desirable appli-
cants, while students from dis-
tricts with these “extras” will rise.

Of course there are many 
reasons to vote “yes” on B1. I 
also want my property values to 
remain strong, I want to attract 
and retain teachers, and to pre-
serve small class sizes. But, if B1 

doesn’t pass, the fallout for our col-
lege-bound students will be tragic.

Please vote yes on B1. The kids 
are depending on us; we hold their 
futures in our hands.

— Jane Grimaldi

Adopt-a-Bed update
Editor:

Many thanks to those individu-
als and groups who have contribut-
ed to the Midway Shelter for abused 
women and their children would 
like to thank the donors who gave 
so generously in September. A num-
ber of them contributed several 
times. Two donors chose to remain 
anonymous. 

Christine Buck, Alameda 
Christian Reformed Church, Tina 
and Bob Kreitz, Betty Sanderson, 
Nancy Issel-Mayes, Virginia Krutilek, 
Bay Ship & Yacht Co, Lois Pryor, M. 
Buck, Lance and Sandra Russum in 
memory of: Robert Follrath, Louise 
Wright, Frank Nielsen, Jerry Reid, 
Jan Harrington, Barbara Gehring, 
Sam Brooks, Jim Kelly, Anna Towata, 
Dino D. Belluomini; Kathryn and 
Alan Hanley, Carolyn Murphy. 

If you would like to see your 
name among the October donors, 
send a check to Alameda Homeless 
Network, P.O. Box 951, Alameda CA 
94501. To learn more, call 523-2377 
or visit www.midwayshelter.org

— Ginny Krutilek 

Please support B1
Editor:

Measure B1 is good for business-
es because it taxes everyone fairly.
This measure replaces the existing 
Measure A tax, which expires in 2018, 
unless voters choose to maintain it. 
Maintaining the tax provides $12 mil-
lion a year in critical funding for 
our schools. This tax supports small 
class sizes, teachers, innovative pro-
grams, music, athletics and more.

Businesses support B1 because 
business owners understand strong 
schools are an important building 
block of a strong community. As 
employers, we want these future entre-
preneurs, employers and employees 
to have a quality education. 

Remember, it is not a new tax. It 
doesn’t cost anyone a penny more 
in taxes. Please join me in main-
taining critical schools funding this 
November, vote “yes” on B1.

— Kari Thompson
First Community Bank

Open letter to AFD 
The Alameda Sun received a 

copy of this letter.

Dear Alameda Fire Department 
Chief Doug Long and all his crew:

I’m a walker. I’ve walked for 
years now, but with the wrong atti-
tude. I used to view Alameda Fire 
Department (AFD) as a set of garag-
es parked with engines, poised to 
scream through the streets, ready 
to help someone — whom, I never 
knew. You have turned my mind 
around. And I thank you.

I called you last month to ask if 
you would help me when I died. I 
told you I had joined the Willed Body 
Program (WBP) at the University of 
California, San Francisco. As a pro-
fessor of physiological psychology 
long ago at Arizona State University, 
I learned to respect our mind-bod-
ies with integrity. 

It can and should be given 
respect. The WBP does not merely 
trim a ready-to-go organ for trans-
plants. Medical students study our 
holistic systems such as anatomies, 
cardiovascular, endocrine, muscu-
lar, neural, renal etc. 

Our mind-bodies are also avail-
able for research and practicing 
surgical technique, e.g., of our 
complex hands. As an educator, 
I want to be a part of the flow of 
knowledge WBP provides students, 
searchers and surgeons. 

But I had doubts. My body-mind 
would need to meet the standards 
of WBP. They require no resuscita-
tion, medical intervention, or arti-
ficial nutrition. WBP responds 24/7 
to make sure. I worried that one of 
your first responders might not call 
the WBP first. You were consider-
ate to send Dan Gerard your EMS 
Coordinator to see me and “to see 
what we could do to help.”

Dan Gerard told me that all your 
stations are connected. You have an 
up-to-date database with precise, 
personal information. You even list 
the elderly residents who have a 

John L. Lipp
It’s always been about the ani-

mals. 
In 2011, when I began my ser-

vice as a volunteer board member 
for Friends of the Alameda Animal 
Shelter (FAAS), our small nonprofit 
stepped forward to stop Alameda 
from closing our shelter and out-
sourcing a mandated city service 
to another municipality. We knew 
that if this happened stray animals 
would face certain death and that 
lost pets — our neighbors’ pets — 
would face greatly reduced odds 
of being reunited with their griev-
ing owners. We couldn’t let that 
happen. Alameda deserved better. 
Our animals deserved better.

The board knew that it would 
be a tremendous undertaking. 
We negotiated fiercely with a city 
administration that, at the time, 
was more interested in saving 
money than saving animals. At the 
end of the day, we had one goal in 
mind — take over shelter opera-
tions and prove to our community 
that there was a better and more 
humane way to treat the homeless 
and lost pets of Alameda. 

In the past four years, we have 
had remarkable success, including 
the creation of a new volunteer 
program that engaged the commu-
nity in every aspect of the shelter 
— from walking dogs and social-
izing cats to fundraising and mar-
keting and advocacy. Most impor-
tant of all, through aggressive 
adoption outreach, medical and 

behavioral rehabilitation efforts 
and improved working relation-
ships with rescue groups, we’ve 
been able to save all the adoptable 
animals who came through our 
doors — almost unheard of for a 
shelter like ours that is required 
by law to take in all animals.

As with all the board mem-
bers, I understood that FAAS was 
operating on very tight margins 
and that we would have to work 
closely with our staff to fully 
understand the long-term costs of 
running the shelter and sustaining 
the quality of services our resi-
dents and their beloved animals 
deserved. As we evolved, so did 
our understanding that the public-
private partnership that the city 
has celebrated as an outstanding 
success now needs to become a 
true partnership with a sustain-
able funding agreement.  

Since April, we have been 
in serious negotiations with 
Alameda’s new city manager, 
police chief, city attorney, assis-
tant city manager and finance 
director — all dedicated civil 
servants who want to do the 
right thing. They have identified 
three options for meeting the 
city’s legal obligation to operate 
the shelter:

• Have Alameda Police 
Department resume complete 
shelter operations.

• Outsource to another com-
munity shelter and still maintain 
the existing shelter with minimum 
staff.

• Renew the contract with 
FAAS for these essential city ser-
vices. 

The price tag for each of these 
options is approximately $1.3 mil-
lion. The first two options won’t 
save money but they will dramati-
cally decrease services, resulting 
in more animals being unneces-
sarily euthanized. Of all three 
options, we believe it is clear that 
FAAS is the best value and choice. 

While we have been in dialogue 
with the city for several months, 
there is now a renewed sense of 
urgency for our elected leaders 
to act in good faith. If you agree, 
please contact members of the 
Alameda City Council and let them 
know that it’s time to negotiate a 
new contract with FAAS at a sus-
tainable and fair level.

Because of our volunteers and 
our staff, FAAS has done great 
things for the city of Alameda 
and the animals we love. Going 
forward, we will continue to do 
great things. Just like the first day 
we took over the Alameda Shelter, 
it’s always been — and always will 
be — about the animals.

John L. Lipp is a member of the 
FAAS board of directors.

It’s About the Animals
Help shape the future of FAAS Commentary

There is now a 
renewed sense of 
urgency for our 
elected leaders to 
act in good faith.

Margie Sherratt 
Let’s pause for a moment to 

focus on who Measure B1 is really 
all about: our students, our chil-
dren. Despite a recent letter to 
the editor inaccurately written by 
a vocal minority, we as dedicated 
Alamedans know that Measure B1 
is the only means of preventing 
devastating $12 million cut in our 
local school budget.

To clarify the inaccuracies: As 
a former school board president, I 
can state that the current parcel tax 
structure has never been deemed 
illegal in any way. Measure B1 is 
one of the most progressive local 
funding parcel taxes in the State 
and is merely a renewal of the par-
cel tax we now have. While other 
districts rely on a flat-rate funding 
that treats hard working taxpayers 
the same as big business, Alameda 
Unified School District is one of 
the only districts in California that 
makes commercial property own-
ers pay their fair share to local 
schools. 

I have seen first hand how criti-
cal this parcel tax is in protecting 
the academic, athletic and enrich-
ment programs, and in retaining 
the great teachers that nurture 
and educate our children. We must 
renew Measure B1 now in order to 
keep moving forward.

In addition, the most impor-
tant thing to keep in mind is that 
our students are at the heart of 
Measure B1, they are what it is all 
about. There is an entire genera-
tion of Alameda students that have 
relied on locally controlled funding 
(ie parcel tax) to support outstand-
ing education. Measure B1renews 
this vital funding before the cur-

rent Measure A expiration date, 
ensuring that Alameda students are 
ready for success in college and in 
the 21st century workforce.

That’s why Measure B1 has sup-
port from a cross section of our 
great community. Alameda’s most 
trusted organizations, like the 
League of Women Voters, Alameda 
Journal/ East Bay Times, Alameda 
Association of Realtors, Girls Inc., 
and the Alameda Boys and Girls 
Club all took a close look at Measure 
B1 and recommended a Yes vote! 
Respected local education organiza-
tions including Alameda Education 
Association, California School 
Employee Association, Alameda 
Education Foundation and Alameda 
PTA Council have all endorsed 
Measure B1.

In addition, Alameda’s current 
and former elected leaders at all 
levels endorse Measure B1. Some 
of these include Congressworman 
Babara Lee, Senator Loni 
Hancock, Assemblyman Rob 
Bonta, Supervisior Wilma Chan, 
former Supervisior Alice Lai 
Bitker, as well as current and 
former members of the City 
Council and school board such 
as, Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft, Frank 
Matarrese, Jim Odie, Lena Tam, 
Tony Daysog, Solana Henneberry, 
Gary Lym, Gray Harris, Phillip 
Hu, Bill Schaff, Mike McMahon, 
and Ron Mooney.

Finally, and most importantly 
Measure B1 is supported by a mul-
titude of long time Alameda resi-
dents, our current and past parents 
of Alameda school children, and a 
large cross section of citizens from 
all neighborhoods. We know that 
our schools are integral to our high 

Vote ‘Yes’ on Measure B1 Nov. 8
Commentary

B1 has support 
from a cross  
section of our 
great community.
quality of life that we value here 
in Alameda. 

A yes vote on Measure B1 
is a vote for our students, our 
schools, and our entire communi-
ty. Alameda schools need your yes 
vote on Measure B1 this Nov. 8.

Margie Sherratt is a retired 
educator and former AUSD board 
president.
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