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KID Fun in the Sun

HOW TO PLAY: Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 boxes  
must contain the numbers 1 through 9 without repetition.

Puzzle sponsored by:

478 Central Ave. Alameda 
510-865-1443

wilmotsbooks@hotmail.com

Store Hours:
Mon-Fri: 11-7

Sat. 10-7 l Sun. 11-5

CLOSING SALE - 75% OFF

Do you own a business  
that woulD fit well here  
on the kiDs/puzzle page?
woulD you like to finD out  
about special kiDs-relateD  

businesses anD puzzle sponsorship pricing?  
call cinDy pelletier at 263-1824 or  

email her at cpelletier@alameDasun.com

by Colin Close

Did you know...The platy-
pus, found in Australia, 
is a semi-aquatic, duck-
billed,  mammal that has 
a beaver-like tail, lays 
eggs, has otter-like fur 
and webbed feet? When 
descriptions, drawings and 
live specimens of platypus 
were first taken back to 
Europe many believed the 
animal was some sort of 
joke; a beaver’s body sewn 
together with a duck’s bill. 
Platypuses are one of only 
two mammals in the world 
classed as monotremes 
which means that they 
lay eggs instead of giving 
birth.

BY EMMANUEL WILLIAMSiddlesR
WHAT AM I? (Answer next week) Previous Answer: Seahorse. 

KIDS! Send correct answers to ekos@alamedasun.com three weeks in a row and win a pack of 
riddle cards courtesy of Alameda resident Emmanuel Williams. 

I eat four tons of food a day. My heart’s the size of a small Chevrolet.
My voice is louder than the engine of a passenger plane. Please, can you tell me my name?

Ekene Ikeme

The Golden State Warriors 
Community Foundation unveiled 
two newly refurbished basket-
ball courts at Alameda’s Upper 
Washington Park at a ceremony 
Friday, Sept. 29. Hundreds of 
Alamedans were in attendance. 

The Warriors worked in part-
nership with the Good Tidings 
Foundation, Aquafina and the 
Alameda Theatre & Cineplex to 
bring the new courts to Alameda. 
The courts are painted in Warrior 
blue. The Warriors’ logo now 
appears at the half-court line 
and the Alameda Recreation and 

Parks logo along the sidelines.
The ceremony was hosted 

by NBC Sports Bay Area anchor 
Fallon Smith. Former Warriors 
guard and current NBC Sports 
Bay Area broadcaster Kelenna 
Azubuike gave a speech preaching 
the importance of kids going out-
side and staying active. A member 
of the Warriors Foundation also 
unveiled a large $60,000 check 
that represented the money accu-
mulated through Alameda Theatre 
& Cineplex’s live simulcast show-
ings of Warrior playoff games the 
last three years.

Several Alameda civic leaders 
including were in attendance last 

Friday including Vice Mayor Malia 
Vella, city councilmembers Jim 
Oddie and Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft 
and Alameda Recreation and 
Parks Department Director Amy 
Wooldridge.

After the ceremony kids took 
part in a Warrior basketball clin-
ic where they learned dribbling, 
shooting and passing skills. The 
new courts are part of the Makin’ 
Hoops program, a program cre-
ated in a partnership between the 
Warriors Community Foundation 
and Good Tidings, which has built 
70 new courts around the Bay 
Area. Washington Park is located 
at 740 Central Ave.

Warriors Refurbish 
Island Park’s Courts

Ekene Ikeme

Alameda kids couldn’t wait to take their turns at shooting hoops at Washington 
Park’s newly refurbished basketball courts. The new courts were unveilled last Friday.

Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda Unified School dis-

trict website has a wealth of infor-
mation on helping kids understand 
the news. Visit www.alameda.k12.
ca.us for more tips like these. 

Be understanding. Not every-
one responds the same way in 
times of crisis. It’s common for 
children experiencing trauma to 
become more quiet or withdrawn, 
while others may become irritable 
or act out. Remember that these 

are all normal reactions. Respond 
in a calm and caring way.

Education is key. Discussing 
stress reactions and grief responses 
with kids can be very helpful during 
times of crisis. Identifying reactions 
and letting them know that these 
are normal responses to an abnor-
mal situation, will provide a level 
of comfort.

Promote self-care. In time of 
crisis, many individuals become 
the caretakers of those most affect-

ed. These selfless acts of kindness 
are greatly appreciated, but adults 
must also remember to take care of 
themselves. 

Have patience. Just as individu-
als may have varying responses in 
times of tragedy, they will also have 
different timeframes for healing. 
Try your best to be patient.

Follow-up. Check in periodi-
cally to make sure children are 
continuing to cope normally and 
do not need additional support.

Tips on Talking to Kids about National Tragedies


