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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Climate change  
and Alameda
Editor:

The process of redlining sea-
level communities like Alameda has 
begun. The top officials of important 
financial institutions, such as the 
World Bank and IMF, are warning of 
the dire consequences of sea-level 
rise to coastal properties. What fol-
lows after warnings from the top is 
action on the ground by local banks. 

There is an alternative, 
sketched out by Bill McKibben, in 
the September issue of The New 
Republic. He calls the re-tooling of 
the American economy to clean 
fuels World War III because of the 
amount of effort that is required 
and the catastrophic consequences 
if we do not. 

He draws upon the work of many 
professionals and demonstrates 
that it is quite doable with pres-
ent technology since, among other 
things, the cost of solar panels has 
dropped by 80 percent in the last 
decade which makes power gener-
ated by solar less expensive than 
power generated by fossil fuels. 

Likewise, he draws upon the 
rich documentary record of how 
America in a few years retooled itself 
to a war economy to defeat fascism. 
Finally, the analogy to World War III 
is apt for the additional reason that 
the conversion would employ mil-
lions and, like World War II, finally 
pull the United States out of eco-
nomic stagnation.

— David R Baker

Coalition isn’t home 
grown any more
Editor:

I agree with Jon Spangler 
(“Renters Coalition is Home Grown,” 
Sept. 1) that the Alameda Renters 
Coalition (ARC) started out as a 
homegrown movement. I have fol-
lowed it since its inception. Angela 
Hockabout did start it and they did 
start with meetings at her in-laws’ 
house. 

It remained a grassroots move-
ment through the community meet-
ings that were held by Jeff Cambra. 
The community meetings brought 
together both landlords and tenants 
to come up with a plan to deal with 
the rising rents together as a com-
munity. 

As a result of those meetings the 
tenants and landlords agreed on five 
out of six actions that could be taken 
to help mitigate the rising rents. The 
only point which was not agreed 
upon was the percentage allowable 
for rent increases. This agreement in 

principle became the framework for 
the City Council’s rent stabilization 
ordinance. This is what we did as 
Alamedans.

In November of 2015 the Council 
called a special meeting to hear 
from the community regarding 
rising rents. That is when every-
thing changed. I was in the Council 
Chambers when the situation out-
side escalated quickly, with the 
crowd in the hallway chanting “Let 
them speak” and “moratorium now.” 
We had been watching the ARC 
Facebook page and could see the 
planning that was going on prior to 
the storming of the chamber. 

Lt. Jill Ottaviano said in the his-
tory of Alameda, the city has “never 
had anything like this happen at 
a City Council meeting.” This was 
not a spontaneous action, but was 
orchestrated by John Klein, a well-
known Oakland activist who has 
since returned to Oakland.

It is disingenuous of Spangler to 
say that outside agitators were not 
involved just as it is disingenuous to 
say that Tenants Together is not pro-
viding funding to the ARC. He says 
that they have only “provided legal 
and technical assistance to craft” 
the initiative. 

The lawyer who wrote the 
27-page initiative did not do it for 
free. The signs that are popping up 
on lawns are not free. I think that it 
is really sad that things have gotten 
so polarized and I think if solutions 
were left up to Alamedans we would 
be in a better place.

— Karen Miller
Former Chair of the RRAC
30-Year Alameda Resident 

M1, L1, let’s call the 
whole thing off
Editor:

I’m planning to vote “no” on 
Measure M1 (because our rent con-
trol law will need continual revi-
sions, and a ballot initiative can’t 
be revised). But I was afraid I might 
accidentally vote “yes” instead. 

Council came to my rescue! They 
gathered five valid signatures, and 
placed Measure L1 on the ballot, 
crafted to legally have no effect 
other than “no” on M1. Now I have 
much less chance of making an 
error! I just have to remember to 
vote “yes” on No on M1. Or is it “no” 
on No on L1? Well, I’m sure the com-
puters will figure it all out correctly.

I’m looking forward to my voter 
packet and reading the “Rebuttal to 
the Argument Against the Measure 
to Invalidate Measure L1.” This is 
what democracy is all about.

— Travis Wilson

History of newsstand at 
Park, Santa Clara sought 
Editor:

We are writing a history of the 
news kiosk at the corner of Park 
Street and Santa Clara Avenue. We 
seek photos, documents, stories, 
remembrances and oral histories.

All documents and photos will 
be returned to owners. Please write 
your name and contact information 
on the back.

Contact Jimmy Sanchez or 
Stan Hallmark at the kiosk, or 
Craig McGarvey at cmcgarvey@ 
mindspring.com. Many thanks!

— Craig E McGarvey

Your informed  
vote counts
Editor:

Democratic governance depends 
upon informed and active partici-
pation of citizens. Still, too many 
Americans see common-good policies 
through clouded or dark, nationalistic 
lens that breed apathy and disinterest 
in the political process.

More than ever, the League of 
Women Voters of Alameda (LWVA) 
and Leagues across America are chal-
lenged to encourage and empower 
voters with facts — pros and cons, 
knowledge that can strengthen our 
democracy and move our communi-
ties as well as our country forward.

To be informed participants, the 
government must protect the citizen’s 
right to know — a basic League prin-
ciple since its origin. While it never 
supports or opposes candidates for 
political office, since its inception, 
the League of Women Voters pres-
ents and discusses issues and policies 
that raise awareness, accountability 
and responsibility not only of elected 
officials but of citizens as well. Here 
in Alameda, LWVA will offer five edu-
cational forums at the Community 
Center at Harbor Bay Isle, 3195 
Mecartney Road, Bay Farm Island 
to reach and support voters before 
Election Day:

n Election Forum No. 1 
Monday, Sept. 19, 7 to 9 p.m.

n Election Forum No. 2 
Thursday, Sept. 29, 7 to 9 p.m.

n Election Forum No. 3 
Wednesday, Oct. 5, 7 to 9 p.m.

n Election Forum No. 4 
Thursday, Oct. 13, 7 to 9 p.m.

n Election Forum No. 5 
Monday, Oct. 17, 7 to 9 p.m.

The 2016 elections are shaping up 
to have an unprecedented impact on 
our democracy. No matter the issue 
or candidate that matter most to you, 
your vote is needed in November. It is 
time to get registered — to ask your 
family and friends to do the same. And 
get the facts before you vote.

Attend the LWVA forums and visit 
Voter’s Edge California at www.voter-
sedge.org/ca, a comprehensive online 
guide to elections covering federal, 
state and local races and issues.

The future of Alameda as well as 
that of the country is determined 
by those who show up at the polls, 
informed and eager to cast their bal-
lot. The LWVA is asking you to stand 
up and be counted, for it is the par-
ticipation of voters in communities 
like ours throughout the country that 
makes our democracy work for all.

— Alice Fried, LWVA President 

Developer 
Needs Lesson 
on Environment

Emmanuel Williams 
Not far from the Alameda 

Landing Safeway is notice on the 
bioswale saying, “Help us to help 
the environment.” The “us” referred 
to in the sign is Vestar that devel-
oped Alameda Landing. Vestar has-
made some effort to fulfill this mes-
sage. It placed put in the bioswales, 
which help clean rainwater. Not 
very useful in drought unfortunate-
ly. What else is there? There are lots 
of trees. There are bike racks. 

While these are all very nice, 
there are things that Vestar did 
which do not help the environment. 
A major example of this is the 
installation of thousands of “string 
lights” along the tops of almost all 
shopping center buildings. These 

Julie Gardner
Alameda’s current rent control 

battle is not only a clash of econom-
ic perspectives, it’s a public health 
concern. As an Alameda resident 
and a public health professional, I 
am concerned about the far-reach-
ing impacts of no-cause evictions 
and crippling rent increases on Al-
ameda residents, families, and the 
community at large.

A recent SFGate publication, 
“Public Health Problems in Oak-
land Linked to Housing Crisis,” 
revealed the negative health im-
pacts of displacement including 
increased rates of asthma, hyper-
tension, depression, and anxiety. 
Citing an Alameda County Public 
Health Department study, this ar-
ticle highlighted, “between 2012 
and 2014, Alameda County resi-
dents who spent 35 percent of 
their income on rent were twice 
as likely to be hospitalized for hy-
pertension or mental illness then 
residents who spent less than 25 
percent of their income on rent.” 
This is concerning for Alameda 
residents as census data reports 
Alameda renters spend an aver-

age of 52 percent of their income 
on rent. 

Alameda’s inadequate protec-
tions against unsustainable rent 
increases and no-cause evictions 
permitted under Measure L1 have 
profound consequences, dislocat-
ing children from their schools 
and placing enormous stress on 
their parents. For many families, 
including eight families at 470 
Central Ave. who are fighting no-
cause evictions, access to good 
schools, safe streets, healthy 
food, and positive social support 
networks are in jeopardy.

Alameda is a proudly connected 
community, one that places sig-
nificant value on children, youth 
and families. Alameda renters and 
homeowners alike are invested in 
the health and well-being of our city 
and preserving our neighborhoods 
should be at the top of everyone’s 
agenda. As November draws closer, 
we must get our ballot decisions in 
order, become informed about the 
key differences between M1 and L1, 
and vote. Vote with intention, keep-
ing in mind our values of communi-
ty and family — values threatened 

Rent Crisis Making 
Neighbors Feel Sick

Monty Heying 
L1 is a doctored version of the 

law containing an 11th-hour poi-
son pill legal maneuver favoring 
real estate interests who are turn-
ing Alameda into a tourist desti-
nation, destroying our traditional 
family atmosphere. Major changes, 
like the $6 million makeover of 
our municipal golf course (during 
a drought) have been going on 
ever since the 2011 purchase of 
South Shore Center by Jamestown 
Properties, owners of Bay Area 
developments such as Ghiradelli 
Square. To off-island investors 
like Jamestown, Alameda is just 
another profit-making property, 
and Measure L1 has just enough of 
the right words to create an illusion 
of renter protection. What little 
protection it does provide can be 
snatched away with the stroke of 
a pen by a city council under the 
influence of a realty cabal of off-
Island investors, property manag-
ers and realtors. 

It’s understandable how a realty 
cabal might consider M1 “extreme” 
because it is actually true rent 
control, not a pretense, like L1, 
which is a lawyer’s illusion dripping 
with loopholes for landlords. It’s 
easy for a realty cabal to label the 
ordinary citizens of the Alameda 
Renters Coalition “radicals,” but 
such labeling says more about the 
cabal than it does coalition mem-
bership. What people are doing is 
standing up for themselves. Yes, 
M1 cannot be tampered with by a 
Realty-influenced city council. Yes, 
the rent board is independent, safe 
from the meddling fingers of the 
realty cabal who tried at every turn 
to weaken the existing ordinance, 
and will continue to do so. 

You cannot blame rent control 
for landlord greed, for it is the pri-
mal craving for profit that drives up 
rental rates. Nor can rent control 

be blamed for landlord neglect. 
There are ample examples of dete-
riorating properties where rent 
control is non-existent, such as 
the Victorian at 1617 Central Ave. 
that’s been a rental for decades. 
Using rent control as a scapegoat 
is shifting blame for irrespon-
sible behavior. What a landlord 
does with his or her cash is their 
choice, and they are responsible 
for the consequences.

State law exempts those prop-
erties from rent control; so rent 
decisions by the rent review tribu-
nal would be unenforceable even 
if they were binding, which they 
are not. Such a hearing would be 
a virtual sham. What chance does 
a tenant have at a hearing before a 
tribunal staffed by political appoin-
tees beholden to a Realty-friendly 
mayor? In any event, most renters 
are afraid to use the RRAC for fear 
of landlord retaliation.

L1 has only the appearance of 
providing rent and eviction con-
trols. It allows 5 percent increases 
to go unquestioned. L1 allows no-
fault/no-cause evictions. Under L1, 
families can be tossed into home-
less camps just to make more prof-
it. L1 allows landlords and property 
managers to violate the sanctity of 
home and family just to cash in on 
a runaway housing market. 

Alameda is not a Monopoly 
board. Nonresident investors have 
been redefining our community to 
suit their profit ledgers. To off-
island investors like Jamestown 
Properties and hedge funds in New 

Island Self-Determination at Stake

Commentary

Commentary

by the housing crisis.
Measure M1 stabilizes our 

community — a positive out-
come for renters and homeown-
ers alike. It focuses on equitable 
rent increases and just-cause 
protections, preserving the ra-
cial, religious and economic di-
versity that makes Alameda a 
progressive and inclusive place. 
As a public health professional, I 
believe M1 is the best choice for 
curbing the far-reaching health 
impacts of the destructive hous-
ing crisis currently impacting our 
community.

Julie Gardner, MPHc, is a pub-
lic health professional who lives in 
Alameda. 

Alameda renters 
and homeowners 
alike are invest-
ed in the health 
and well-being of 
our city

York and Hong Kong, community 
is just another hurdle to leap. 
But to long-time residents, com-
munity is what we have invested 
our lives in. Community is fam-
ily and social connectedness. 
Community is who we are.

Measure L1 is a bait-and-
switch poison pill designed not 
to protect renters but to defeat 
rent control. If L1 becomes law 
the city can change any part of it 
overnight or eliminate it entirely. 
It expires in 2019. L1 is a shape-
shifting illusion designed to pla-
cate an aroused public until the 
storm blows over. 

M1 is the real McCoy. It may 
not do everything for everyone, 
but it is an effective and practical 
solution that cannot be meddled 

More views on upcoming rent control ballot measures
Commentary
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L1 is a shape-
shifting illusion 
designed to pla-
cate an aroused 
public until the 
storm blows over. 

b LESSON: Page 12


