
Sun Staff Reports
Alameda Boy Scouts Miles 

Abadia, Charles Carvalho, Aidan 
Potts and Mutaaz Whitehead 
received the Eagle Scout award 
during a Boy Scouts of America 
National Court of Honor held 
last spring. Each Scout, over a 
several-year commitment, has 
worked his way through the var-
ious ranks earning at least 21 
merit badges, served in multiple 
leadership positions and planned 
and implemented a community 
service project to earn Scouting’s 
highest achievement.

Highlights for these Scouts 
include monthly camping, back-
packing, climbing, watersports 
outings, attending numerous 
summer camps, National Scout 
Jamborees and National Youth 
Leadership Training. Their Eagle 
Scout service projects collective-
ly amassed hundreds of hours 
of planning, leadership and com-
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HOW TO PLAY: Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 boxes  
must contain the numbers 1 through 9 without repetition.

OPEN
Saturday & Sunday

10:00 am – 4:00 pm 
General Admission $10 

Kids under 12, Military ID free

AlamedaNavalAirMuseum.org
2151 Ferry Point #77

Meeting space, Group tours
510-522-4262

Come and see the history in your own backyard!

“Preserving the past  
for the future”

Serving the City of Alameda  
by collecting and conserving historical  

artifacts related to its history.

W, Th, F, & Sun • 1:30 to 4
Sat • 11 to 4

2324 Alameda Avenue 
alamedamuseum.org

Dawn Lemoine  
& Marjorie Powell

Earlier this month 10 gull chicks 
just learning how to be Western 
Gulls in San Francisco Bay were 
helped by a group of youngsters 
learning how to be sailors.

The gull chicks had been raised 
at the International Bird Rescue 
(IBR) in Fairfield. Brought there as 
injured or orphaned chicks and 
after weeks of care, even surgery in 
at least one case, the birds were old 
and well enough to be released. The 
youngsters were sailing students 
at the Alameda Community Sailing 
Center’s (ACSC) summer sailing 
camp, which meets at the Encinal 
Boat Ramp on the West End.

Dawn Lemoine, an Alameda res-
ident and relatively new volunteer 
for IBR, was looking for an open 
patch of beach near the USS Hornet  
to release the birds. She had two 
large animal storage crates in the 
back of her car that were too large 
for her to lift by herself so she 
sought assistance from the camp. 

The crates needed to be han-
dled carefully as each contained 

five young Western Gull chicks for 
release.

When ACSC director Emily 
Zugnoni asked for volunteers, all 
of the sailing students volunteered. 
A number of campers carefully car-
ried the crates to the beach where 
Lemoine opened them. The stu-
dents had several insightful ques-
tions and observations, all of which 
were discussed after the chicks 
were released. 

Lemoine had been warned that 
young chicks might be too nervous 
to exit the crates, but all 10 of 
them walked out to the water and 
stopped. As the sailors watched 
the chicks, the chicks watched the 
water. Then an adult Western Gull 
flew in, settled in the water in front 
of the chicks, and began squawking 
at the chicks. It then turned and 
flew off followed by all 10 chicks; a 
successful release.

The next day, people at the sum-
mer camp reported seeing two of 
the chicks, identified by the bands 
on their legs.

Six volunteers from the Golden 
Gate Audubon Society, includ-

ing Lemoine, taught the sailing 
students about the birds around 
them and the challenges these 
birds face including monofila-
ment (fishing line) entanglement. 
Alameda lost an osprey to mono-
filament entanglement this sum-
mer. It also poses a risk for the 
newly released gulls. 

In response, the sailing stu-
dents made monofilament collec-
tion bins to put in all of the sail-
boats. Larger monofilament col-
lectors have been placed at many 
piers and other fishing locations 
so people have a safe place to dis-
pose of used fishing lines, increas-
ing the safety of birds that visit or 
live in Alameda.

The goal of ACSC is to provide 
Alameda with world-class facilities 
and programming for accessible 
sailing. IBR is a worldwide leader 
in the care and rehabilitation of 
seabirds and other aquatic birds. 
They research the best practices 
to care for injured and abandoned 
birds at their crisis hospitals in 
California and Alaska and share 
them worldwide.
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Alameda youngsters with a local sailing club helped young avians get back to their 
natural environment recently.

Julia Carvalho

Left to right; Alameda Eagle Scouts recognized in the 
spring are: Charles Carvalho, Miles Abadia, Aidan 
Potts and Mutaaz Whitehead.

Sailing Students Help Young Birds

Alameda Eagle Scouts Fly High

munity service benefitting local 
campuses, non-profits and more. 
The Scouts are members of Boy 
Scout 89 — chartered by Oakland 

Machine Works — which meets 
at Franklin School on Tuesday 
evenings and has produced 107 
Eagle Scouts since 1967.


