
keep look out we were several 
miles east.” 

However, as the crew, consist-
ing of Shupe and four members 
of the Sea Scouts, Kenny Kirwin, 
Mason Ensley, Cole Harris and 
Johnny Amaden, were traveling, 
they spotted something in the 
water. 

“We saw this dark shape in 
the water. At first I thought it 
was trash,” said Shupe. “As we 
approached we saw the guy hang-
ing onto the side of his kayak.” 

The crew made contact with 
the missing kayaker, identified 
as Oscar, around 2:30 a.m. Shupe 
said the man told him he cap-
sized around sunset the previous 
night, which he believes would 
be around 8:30 p.m. Thursday 
night. The man was submerged 
in the 60-degree water for what 

Shupe believes had to be at least 
six hours. The crew pulled Oscar 
onto their vessel and began to 
administer aid. 

“First we looked for any seri-
ous injuries,” said Shupe. “His 
shirt was ripped, but we did not 
see any cuts on his body. Then 
we began to treat him for hypo-
thermia.”

Oscar was shivering and slur-
ring his words, which are signs 
of hypothermia. The scouts gave 
him room-temperature water. 
“Giving him hot water could send 
the body into shock,” said Shupe. 
They also covered him with mul-
tiple blankets. 

As time went on Oscar began 
to show signs of improvement. He 
was able to verbalize his ordeal. 
He said while hanging onto his 
inflatable kayak in the water, two 
vessels passed by before the Sea 
Scouts rescued him.

The crew radioed the Coast 
Guard that they recovered the vic-
tim. The Coast Guard dispatched 
a small boat to their location. 
The Coast Guard arrived around 
3 a.m. and took Oscar to a local 
hospital for further treatment. 

The Sea Scouts are a branch 
of the Boy Scouts of America. 
They take part in nautical activi-
ties including sailing, scuba div-
ing and other boating activates. 
Members must be between 13 
and 21 years old.  

Contact Sun staff at editor@ 
alamedasun.com.

Sun Staff Reports
Little Allie took part in the 23rd 

Annual University of California at 
San Francisco (UCSF) Pediatric 
Transplant Picnic reunion on 
Saturday, Aug. 4, in San Rafael, 
along with his grateful parents. 
Now three-and-one-half years old, 
Allie now lives with his Coast Guard 
family in Alameda. He was only 
one month old when his doctors 
diagnosed him with the “worst-
case scenario” of jaundice, biliary 
atresia. 

Allie was living in Texas with his 
parents, when they noticed that his 
skin was too yellow and he wasn’t 
gaining weight. They took him to 
the doctors who pronounced their 
frightening diagnosis. They put 
Allie on several medications; he 
then underwent a Kasai procedure, 
a temporary fix for liver disease.

He continued to have problems, 
though. He was seriously under-
weight, wearing diapers meant for 
a five-month-old after his first birth-
day. The build-up of fluids bloated 
his stomach. He developed rashes 
that required steroid treatments, 
and he needed a feeding tube in 
order to get sufficient nourishment. 
The little boy endured numerous 
hospital admissions to manage 
his disease. His parents knew that 
a transplant was probably in his 
future, but the doctors said that 
he couldn’t be a candidate until he 
was closer to two years old.

The family moved to Alameda 
in August 2015, where Allie’s dad, 
Albert, continued his longtime 
career with the U.S. Coast Guard. 
Allie’s new pediatrician referred 
them to UCSF Benioff Children’s 
Hospital in Oakland. Liver special-
ists there told Allie’s parents that 
their son’s liver was failing rapidly 
and his only real chance was to 
have a transplant, which he under-

went in January 2016, when he was 
just 13 months old. 

Allie rebounded from the opera-
tion quickly, and began to gain 
weight almost immediately. “It was 
truly amazing,” said his mom, Julie. 
“We were able to get rid of the 
feeding tube for the first time in 
almost a year, and he jumped from 
size 1 diapers to size 2, and then 
to size 3.”

At the picnic reunion on Aug. 
4, Allie joined dozens of other kids 
and adults who had undergone 
liver or kidney transplants as chil-
dren. Everyone could see that he 

was an active little boy. “He was 
always a happy child, even when 
he was very sick,” his mom says, 
“but now his energy is through the 
roof. Frankly, it’s hard to keep up 
with him, but I’m not complaining!”

Allie now receives regular check-
ups at UCSF Benioff Children’s 
Hospital in Oakland as well as at 
UCSF’s Pediatric Liver Transplant 
Program in San Francisco. Doctors 
are watching him closely, but his 
mom says they almost don’t rec-
ognize him when he comes in; he’s 
made that much progress.

“It’s been a rollercoaster ride,” 
Julie said. “But I’m just so grate-
ful that our little boy has been 
given the chance to live a normal, 
healthy life after such a frightening 
start. And seeing him surrounded 
by all these other survivors and 
their families really brought home 
how much we have to celebrate.”

Contact Sun staff at editor@ 
alamedasun.com.
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HOW TO PLAY: Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 boxes  
must contain the numbers 1 through 9 without repetition.

What is a Haiku?  
A Haiku is a traditional form of 

Japanese poetry. They consist of 3 
lines. The first and last lines have 5 
syllables and the middle line has 7. 

Showing time the lines rarely rhyme.  
Can you write and send us your Haiku?  

Email cclose@alamedasun.com.  
We will print it here for everyone to enjoy. 

This Week’s HAIKU

- Anonymus

Pencils and folders,
A bookbag for their shoulders,

The pathway is clear.

OPEN
Saturday & Sunday

10:00 am – 4:00 pm 
General Admission $10 

Kids under 12, Military ID free

AlamedaNavalAirMuseum.org
2151 Ferry Point #77

Meeting space, Group tours
510-522-4262

Come and see the history in your own backyard!

by Colin Close

Did you know…spiders can fly? 
WHAT!? Yeah. Spiders sense 
the Earth’s electric field 
and use it to fly by spinning 
strands of silk into the air. 
Charles Darwin first noticed 
this in 1832 while out at sea. 
Tiny hairs on the spider’s legs 
stand up, like when you rub a 
balloon on your head, and let 
the spider know its time to 
fly. The silk picks up a neg-
ative charge from the air 
which repels it from the sur-
face it is standing on and the 
spider goes along for the ride. 

‘Little Allie’ Celebrates 
New Lease on Life

“He was always a 
happy child, even 
when he was very 
sick, but now his 
energy is through 
the roof.”

— Little Allie’s Mom, Julie

Scouts: Rescue kayaker on the water
Continued from page 1

Courtesy photo

Little Allie meets Batman at a special picnic celebrating 
his ongoing recovery from a liver transplant that helped 
save his life more than two years ago. 

“We saw this 
dark shape in the 
water. At first I 
thought it was 
trash.” 

— Ken Shupe


