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HOW TO PLAY: Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 boxes  
must contain the numbers 1 through 9 without repetition.

What is a Haiku?  
A Haiku is a traditional form of 

Japanese poetry. They consist of 3 
lines. The first and last lines have 5 
syllables and the middle line has 7. 

Showing time the lines rarely rhyme.  
Can you write and send us your Haiku?  

Email cclose@alamedasun.com.  
We will print it here for everyone to enjoy. 

This Week’s HAIKU

- Ed Holmes

Withering flower
Falling star from the heavens

They exchange places

OPEN
Saturday & Sunday

10:00 am – 4:00 pm 
General Admission $10 

Kids under 12, Military ID free

AlamedaNavalAirMuseum.org
2151 Ferry Point #77

Meeting space, Group tours
510-522-4262

Come and see the history in your own backyard!

by Colin Close

Did you know…bees have a 
brain about the size of a 
sesame seed and can count? 
Researches in Australia have 
discovered that bees can 
count up to four. A new study 
by an international research 
team shows that bees also 
understand that nothing is 
less than something. We 
thought only humans could 
grasp the concept of zero. 
Humans only began to think 
of zero as a number about 
1,500 years ago. Now that’s 
gotta “bee” something.

BY EMMANUEL WILLIAMSiddlesR
WHAT AM I? (Answer next week) Previous Answer: Fly. 

KIDS! Send correct answers to ekos@alamedasun.com three weeks in a row and win a pack of 
riddle cards courtesy of Alameda resident Emmanuel Williams. 

City Proclamation Honors School

I hide behind a row of tiny stars.
Without my help, you will not pass.

Chinese Club Presents Scholarships
Sun Staff Reports

The Alameda Chinese Club recently awarded three $500 scholarships to: 
William Liu and Vera Wong of Encinal High School and Joey Lu of Alameda 
High School. Liu will be attending Boston University, Wong, UC Davis, and 

Lu, UCLA. Attending the dinner and scholarship presentation were Gray Harris, 
president, (far left) and Gary Lym, trustee (far right) Board of Education, Alameda 
Unified School District.
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Sun Staff Reports
Mayor Trish Spencer read 

a proclamation to honor Nea 
Community Learning Center (Nea) 
at the June 5 City Council meeting 
that recognized the school’s sup-
port of its students taking pride 
in being themselves. Spencer read 
the proclamation as part of the 
celebration of June as LGBTQ 
month in the city. Nea has proven 
it’s are an inclusive school that 
supports the LGBTQ community 
and antibullying.

The city recognized the fact 
that Nea has steadfast support for 
all students, regardless of color, 
nationality or sexual orientation. 
The leadership at Nea believes 
that one of the best ways to com-
bat prejudice is through education 
and providing a safe environment 
for learning.

Along with the school’s inclu-
sive culture, Nea teacher Nik 
Ratzlaff designed and wrote cur-
riculum for a UC-approved high 
school class on LGBTQ issues. The 
class deals with these studies and 
examines the experience of LGBTQ 
individuals and communities in 
the United States and beyond. It 
also introduces students to lesbi-
an, gay, bisexual, transgender and 
queer studies and explores the 
impact of social, cultural, histori-
cal and political factors on LGBTQ 
individuals and communities.

In addition, the class covers 
contemporary LGBTQ issues in 

families, education, religion, media 
and the law. Students learn about 
good ally practices, activism strat-
egies and the way identity, par-
ticularly that of LGBTQ people, is 
expressed in the arts.

Nea has participated in Gay, 
Lesbian and Straight Education 
Network’s (GLSEN) Day of Silence, 
a student-led national event where 
learners and facilitators take a vow 
of silence to highlight the silencing 

and erasure of LGBTQ people at 
school. GLSEN’s mission is to cre-
ate safe and affirming schools for 
all, regardless of sexual orientation, 
gender identity or gender expres-
sion. Nea is an active participant in 
GLSEN’s mission.

The City of Alameda, through 
this proclamation, recognized the 
work Nea puts into its commit-
ment to diversity and the LGBTQ 
community. 
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Alameda Mayor Trish Herrera Spencer and Nea staff, 
students and families celebrated the school’s recent 
honor for its commitment to including all students. (Left 
to Right) AJ Leiva, Alicia Petersen, Jonathan Thang, 
Mayor Trish Spencer, Nik Ratzlaff, Dezaree Doroliat; 
back row: Owen Harling, Mohamed Awad; front row: 
Sylvia Crawford with arms around Aurther Crawford, 
Ella Stevenson, Ella Liago.


