
Sun Staff Reports
The teacher society, Chapter 

Delta Zeta of Delta Kappa Gamma, 
held its 26th annual citizenship 
award night on April 19 at Paden 
School. The inspiring occasion saw 
31 fifth- and eighth-grade students 
from Alameda schools honored for 
outstanding citizenship. Each stu-
dent received an engraved plaque 
with his or her name on it and a 

$10 gift certificate to Tuckers Ice 
Cream.

The auditorium was overflowed 
with students, teachers, families, 
principals and the superintendent 
in attendance. The evening was 
filled with pride, joy, and heart-
warming stories.

The chapter aims to bring the  
community together to affirm the 
values the country needs most: 

selflessness, compassion for peers 
and the refusal to let anyone fall 
behind.

“These young students have the  
capacity to contribute positively 
to our future, and they deserve 
our support,” said former Alameda 
teacher and society member Jan 
Ortner. “We hope programs such as 
this will spread and continue to lift 
their hearts.”

Sun Staff Reports
What’s the result when five  

high-achieving and highly motivated 
kids are mixed with some project-
management, improvisation and a 
dash of theatrics and placed in an 
international contest testing team-
work, innovation, and sagacity? 

The answer will be revealed 
when a group of Alameda middle 
school students calling themselves 
“Revenge of Luke Jaywalker” (RLJ) 
participate in the international com-
petition Destination Imagination 
Global Finals (DI) in Knoxville, Tenn., 
from May 24 to 27. 

Team members include Geoffrey 
Dubay, Jenna Elaidy, Cooper 
Gunning, Liam Hofmann from 
Lincoln Middle School and Maggie 
Konecky from Academy of Alameda.

After achieving honors for  
creativity, teamwork and innovation 
in a regional tournament and win-
ning first place in “Show and Tech” at 
the state academic tournament, RLJ 
earned the privilege to compete in 

the world’s largest celebration of stu-
dent creativity. This four-day tourna-
ment will host more than 8,000 stu-
dents comprising 1,400 teams from 
45 U.S. states and 15 countries.

DI encourages teams of learners 
to have fun, take risks and work 
collaboratively on challenges while 
incorporating skills from the disci-
plines science, technology, engineer-
ing, mathematics, the arts and ser-
vice learning.

This year, RLJ developed a com-
plex eight-minute, two-act play that 
demonstrated the students’ profi-
ciency creating and using technol-
ogy. They teamed up to develop all 
elements of  the story. 

RLJ wrote an original story with 
dialogue between characters and 
a song. They created costumes, as 
well as a stage with all the props. 

Team members also integrated 
a feat of engineering into their per-
formance, coming up with a pulley 
system to suspend one of the char-
acters in thin air, 

“Imagine being handed five  
straws, three square-inches of tin-
foil, and four toothpicks, and then 
being told to build something in 
five minutes that reaches 10 inch-
es high and remains stable for 30 
seconds,” said team co-manager 
Lori Dubay. “That’s the kind of 
challenges these kids faced. They 
really had to think on their feet 
and work together on some very 
complicated tasks.”

RLJ needs to raise $10,000 to 
participate in DI, and the students 
are asking for the community’s help 
to enable them to reach their fund-
raising goal. If interested in making 
a financial contribution to support 
this team, contact John Hofmann at 
rolj2017@gmail.com. 

Direct, tax-deductible contri- 
butions can be made at https://
donatenow.networkforgood.org/
caldi. Be sure to use the dropdown 
menu to select RLJ team 105-55001 
so that the funds go to the correct 
team.
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KID Fun in the Sun

HOW TO PLAY: Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 boxes  
must contain the numbers 1 through 9 without repetition.

Puzzle sponsored by: 478 Central Ave. Alameda 
510-865-1443

wilmotsbooks@hotmail.com

Store Hours:
Mon-Fri: 11-7

Sat. 10-7 l Sun. 11-5
Present this coupon to Wilmot’s Books  

to receive 10% OFF any purchase over $10  
or 20% OFF any purchase over $20

Do you own a business that woulD fit well here  
on the kiDs/puzzle page?

woulD you like to finD out about special  
kiDs-relateD businesses anD puzzle sponsorship pricing?  

call cinDy pelletier at 263-1824 or  
email her at cpelletier@alameDasun.com

Did you know...The history 
of cosmetics spans at least 
6000 years? Some say body 
art was the earliest form 
of ritual for humans, dating 
over 100,000 years ago. 
The evidence for this is 
red mineral pigments (red 
ochre) including hand-made 
crayons found in Africa.

by Colin Close

BY EMMANUEL WILLIAMSiddlesR
WHAT AM I? (Answer next week) Previous Answer: Nail Polish. 

KIDS! Send correct answers to ekos@alamedasun.com three weeks in a row  
and win a pack of riddle cards courtesy of Alameda resident Emmanuel Williams. 

Draw a picture on me and sign your name, Build a castle or leave footprints on me,
But none of this will stay, Soon the rising tide will come wash it all away

Students Need Help to Compete in DI

Students Earn 2017 Citizenship Awards

Courtesy Photo 

Chapter Delta Zeta of Delta Kappa Gamma awarded 31 Alameda students with 
plaques for outstanding citizenship at Paden Elementary School last month.


