
Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda PTA Council has 

announced the inaugural Alameda 
and Peralta District PTA Advocacy 
Day has been scheduled for Saturday, 
May 5, from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

This half-day event will focus 
on educating and empower-
ing parents and other commu-
nity members to work together 
to improve local schools. The 
event provides an opportunity 
to meet up with other passion-
ate, engaged parents who want 
to increase funding for education 
and improve the wellbeing of chil-
dren in the East Bay.

The agenda will include inter-
active group exercises, panel 
discussions and other presenta-
tions focused on understanding 
California’s education system, 
learning strategies for advocacy, 
and more. Featured guests include 
Assm. Rob Bonta, State Senator 

Nancy Skinner and Jeff Camp, 
Founder of Ed100.

Find out more information 
about this first-time event at http://
alameda-pta.org. The event takes 
place at the Veterans Memorial 
Building, 2203 Central Ave. Register 
at http://tinyurl.com/rsvp4pta.

Sun Staff Reports
The Mighty Pens, the stu-

dent poetry club from Alameda 
Community Learning Center (ACLC) 
will be the focus of the monthly 
Alameda Island Poets reading set 
for Wed., May 2, at 7 p.m.

In 2012, with the hope of shar-
ing a lifelong love of poetry and the 
exquisite beauty of words, Cathy 
Dana, teacher of creative expres-
sions at the charter school, founded 
the school-wide poetry club called 
The Mighty Pens. The group meets 
weekly to write and share poetry, 
culminating each year in a book of 
student poems, entitled Wandering 
Minds, Dancing Words.

Ivy Nebeker, student editor of 
this year’s book says it represents 
the poetry of 25 students. Nina 
Lovejoy designed the cover art 
and the overall publication was 
designed by graphic artist Izzy 
Penston. Copies of Wandering Minds 
will be on sale at the reading.

Dana, current Alameda Poet 
Laureate, also established a student 
poet laureate program at ACLC. 
Current ACLC Poets Laureate are 
Truly Edison and Tay Lew. Each 
week, the Mighty Pens choose a 
“poet of the week” to read a poem 
to the entire school. Students have 
read poetry at Berkeley’s Poetry 
Express, ACLC Multicultural Night, 
Books, Inc., the Ina Coolbrith Circle 
and the Dancing Poetry Festival at 
the Palace of the Legion of Honor.

Here is a sample poem from 
Wandering Minds by Liam Foster.

The Ocean Depths
I live in a little house on an island 

in a great black sea.
Every night, I dive into the inky 

Do you own a business  
that woulD fit well here  
on the kiDs/puzzle page?
woulD you like to finD out  
about special kiDs-relateD  
businesses anD puzzle sponsorship pricing?  
call cinDy pelletier at 263-1824 or  
email her at cpelletier@alameDasun.com
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HOW TO PLAY: Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 boxes  
must contain the numbers 1 through 9 without repetition.

What is a Haiku?  
A Haiku is a traditional form of 

Japanese poetry. They consist of 3 
lines. The first and last lines have 5 
syllables and the middle line has 7. 

Showing time the lines rarely rhyme.  
Can you write and send us your Haiku?  

Email cclose@alamedasun.com.  
We will print it here for everyone to enjoy. 

This Week’s HAIKU

- Anonymus

Dancing ‘round the fire 
Eight sisters forever spin

With rings, belts and moons.

OPEN
Saturday & Sunday

10:00 am – 4:00 pm 
General Admission $10 

Kids under 12, Military ID free

AlamedaNavalAirMuseum.org
2151 Ferry Point #77

Meeting space, Group tours
510-522-4262

Come and see the history in your own backyard!

by Colin Close

Did you know…the 8th plan-
et, Neptune, orbits our sun 
at more than 30 times far-
ther than Earth; about 2.8 
BILLION miles? If Earth 
were an apple Neptune would 
be the size of a basketball. 
Like Uranus, Neptune is an 
Ice Giant with a similar day 
length - about 16 hours. A 
year on Neptune lasts 165 
Earth years and in 2011 
Neptune completed its first 
165-year orbit since its dis-
covery in 1846. She has 13 
moons, 6 rings, supersonic 
winds and is the only planet 
not visible to the naked eye.

BY EMMANUEL WILLIAMSiddlesR
WHAT AM I? (Answer next week) Previous Answer: House cat. 

KIDS! Send correct answers to ekos@alamedasun.com three weeks of riddles  
in a row and win a prize courtesy of Emmanuel Williams and the Alameda Sun! 

Courtesy photo

The Mighty Pens include, back row: Gavin Barron, 
Killian Connolly, Oxford Lewis, Cayden Lewis-McCabe; 
Middle row: Miranda Rittenbach, Truly Edison, Liam 
Foster, Sophie McCain-Novakowski; and front row: Tay 
Lew, Cathy Dana.

Book cover

Wandering Minds, 
Dancing Words, contains 
the poetic works of 25 
ACLC students.

Island Poets to Feature 
ACLC’s Mighty Pens

I am the earth scanner and long looker, The space skimmer and cloud borer. 
Monarch of unseen winds, my song is a scream. I fall like a bomb with blood in my breath.Where I land, there is death. 

PTA Advocacy Day Set for May 5

darkness beneath the stars.
I search for the dim lights of the 

fallen, like dying quasars.
I know not where they come from, 

nor where they go.
But I bring them to shore, solid 

rock and a warm glow.
That’s enough for me.

Alameda Island Poets meets 
monthly at the Frank Bette Center 
for the Arts at 1601 Paru St. Nanette 
Deetz hosts the reading and light 
refreshments are served by dona-
tion. An open mic follows the fea-
tured readers. 

For more information contact 
Dana at 205-2375 or visit http://
cathydana.wordpress.com.

Courtesy photos

Guest speakers 
at the first-ever 
PTA Advocacy 
Day include State 
Senator Nancy 
Skinner (left) and 
Jeff Camp.


