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The students at Wood Middle School put Democracy into action during the school’s 
recent Democratic Education Day.
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KID Fun in the Sun

HOW TO PLAY: Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 boxes  
must contain the numbers 1 through 9 without repetition.

Puzzle sponsored by: 478 Central Ave. Alameda 
510-865-1443

wilmotsbooks@hotmail.com

Store Hours:
Mon-Fri: 11-7

Sat. 10-7 l Sun. 11-5
Present this coupon to Wilmot’s Books  

to receive 10% OFF any purchase over $10  
or 20% OFF any purchase over $20

Do you own a business that woulD fit well here  
on the kiDs/puzzle page?

woulD you like to finD out about special  
kiDs-relateD businesses anD puzzle sponsorship pricing?  

call cinDy pelletier at 263-1824 or  
email her at cpelletier@alameDasun.com

Did you know... 
Hummingbirds lay the 
smallest eggs of all birds; 
they’re smaller than a 
jellybean. They flap their 
wings from 50 to 200 times 
a second and their hearts 
beat up to 1200 times a 
minute. They can fly up to 
60 mph when diving!

by Colin Close

BY EMMANUEL WILLIAMSiddlesR
WHAT AM I? (Answer next week) Previous Answer: Moon. 

KIDS! Send correct answers to ekos@alamedasun.com three weeks in a row  
and win a pack of riddle cards courtesy of Alameda resident Emmanuel Williams. 

When the winds blow strong I’m tight and full. Hold onto the ropes and feel me pull.
Keep an eye on the compass and watch out for rocks, as the strong winds and I bring you home to the docks. 

Sun Staff Reports
 Get in on the fun when the 

Alameda Free Library hosts a 
movie night and free dinner, 
with a make-your-own dessert 
station and all the latest board 
games. The Alameda Free Library 
Teen Advisory Board invites 
all Alameda teenagers to the 
Teen Game and Movie Night on 
Saturday, April 22, from 5 to 8 
p.m. at the Main Library. This 
fun night is planned by teens, 

for teens! Play board games like 
Exploding Kittens, Fluxx, Tsuro, 
Codenames and more, while 
enjoying free food! Board games 
will be played throughout the 
night and the movie will start at 
6 p.m. Bring a pillow for comfy 
movie watching.

The library will provide a  
selection of board games and 
participants may also bring their 
own games to play. This event 
is for teens, ages 13 to 18, only. 

For this after-hours event, after 
5 p.m., enter through the back 
door in the courtyard.

This is a Teen Advisory Board 
sponsored event. The Teen 
Advisory Board designs, plans and 
leads teen events at the library. 
For more information, questions 
or to RSVP to this amazing event, 
contact Teen Librarian Hallie Fields 
at hfields@alamedaca.gov. 

The Alameda Free Library is 
located at 1550 Oak St.

Marcella Welter
On Friday, March 10, eighth grad-

ers at Wood Middle School started 
the morning with DEW Day. DEW 
stands for Democratic Education at 
Wood. It was a unique and engag-
ing experience for us, because it 
allowed studnts to be in a position 
in which we could either teach or 
learn from our peers. “The concept 
is that classes are taught by learn-
ers,” said Mr. Nguyen, the teacher 
who first brought the idea to Wood. 
Often, students learn as much as 
they teach, especially about lead-
ership skills and responsibility. It 
is truly an innovative way for the 
students to learn these important 
attributes of budding adults.

“DEW Day was really a great 
thing to do because it gave students 
a chance to try out new things and 
have the students who lead the class 

get an idea of what teaching is like,”  
said eighth grader Emma Grimaldi.

There were eight classes to  
choose from, and each student 
attended four of them. The class-
es included Ping Pong, Sushi 
Making, Improv, Korean Culture, 
Drawing Humans and Animals, 
Intro to Football and a few more. 
The student-led classes started 
with attendance roll then lessons 
began. The student teachers were 
responsible for planning the les-
sons and preparing supplies. It 
gave them a new appreciation for 
what teachers must do to prepare 
and engage the students. 

The classes were 50 minutes 
long, and each pair of students had 
a schedule for their four periods. 
Afterwards, students celebrated in 
the cafeteria with a Mardi Gras-
themed potluck. Beignets, king’s 

cake and lots more were spread out 
along tables.

The day ended with mousetrap 
car races. Special guests included 
a rally race car, a Tesla Model S 
and even an automobile shaped 
like a snail, all parked outside for 
students to explore in anticipation 
of the races. Teams designed and 
built mousetrap powered cars, 
then competed to win prizes for 
speed, distance and creativity.   

Overall, DEW Day was a very  
educational and fun experience that 
taught students leadership skills 
and allowed them to learn some-
thing new. It also strengthened the 
community because all the students 
contributed to the potluck, and it 
was something a little different from 
normal days at the school.

Marcella Welter is an eighth grade 
student at Wood Middle School.

Teen Movie, Board Game Night  
Scheduled for Saturday at the Library

DEW Day Does it Right


