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Calafia Taqueria
Real Fresh Mexican Food

510.522.2996
Fax: 510-522-2997
1445 Webster Street

Try our New Salsa Bar!
Right next to the Farmer’s Market
Dine on Our New Outdoor Patio!

Celebrate in Our New Private Party Room!

M-Sat 10a-10p & Sun 10a-8p 

 BEST of
Alameda
Magazine
2013-2018

Dr. Michael Miller
Dr. Marie-Anne Woolley
Dr. Randall Miller
Dr. Anita Luu
Dr. Cassie Clemens

Healthy Pets, Happy Families

Hospital / East
2304 Pacific Avenue
Alameda, California
510.521.6608

Full Service Pet Hospitals  
Dog & Cat Boarding

Clinic / West
1409 Webster Street
Alameda, California
510.521.5775

providencevethospital.comDr. Clemens and Natalie

Breakfast Special $495 & up
Mon - Fri 8am - 10am

Early Bird Dinner Special $1495 to $1895 
Mon-Fri: 3pm-8pm / Sat-Sun: 3pm-6pm 

Includes Soup or Salad and Dessert 
Steak, Fish, Seafood, Chicken, Pork & Lamb 

Prime Rib (Fri - Sun)

1148 Ballena Blvd. Alameda, CA 94501  
Tel: (510) 865-5086 • 865-5088

www.pier29alameda.com

Hours: Mon-Fri 9aM - 9:30pM • sat-sun 8aM - 9:30pM

PIER 29 Waterfront Restaurant
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Cocktails

OUTDOOR WATERFRONT DINING, DOG FRIENDLY PATIO 
PLENTY OF FREE PARKING

Check out  

our website  
calendar  
for this  

week’s events
Fireside Lounge

1453 Webster Street 
Alameda, CA

@thefiresidelounge 
www.thefiresidelounge.com

• Professional  
   Drycleaning
• Quality Shirt
   Laundry
• We Operate    
  Our Own Plant

1529 Webster St. 
Alameda

(510) 522-8299 

M-F 7AM-6:30 PM • SAT 8AM-6PM

$3 OFF
ANY DRY CLEANING
W/ORDER OF $15 OR MORE
One Coupon Per Order • Exp.04/30/18

Must present coupon w/order

For more information  
about West Alameda, 

visit www.westalameda 
business.com.

What’s Happening on the West End?
News from the Webster Street Side of Town

Shirasoni

Shirasoni Japanese Restaurant offers a 
pleasant, modern Japanese atmosphere 

and a variety of teppanyaki dishes such as 
steak, chicken, seafood and vegetables  

prepared right in front of of you. We also 
feature a large selection of sushi rolls  

to compliment your taste.

TEPPANYAKI • SUSHI • BARTEPPANYAKI • SUSHI • BARTEPPANYAKI • SUSHI • BAR

510.239.4285  
2660 Fifth Street • Alameda

Now Serving  
Brunch Until 3pm  
Friday-Saturday

1500 Webster Street, Alameda 
510-253-4500 • cafelolies.com

Alameda Food Bank  
provides nutritious food to 
low-income Alamedans. To 
donate food or money or to 
receive services, call us at: 

523-5850
SINCE 1977
You can help!

visit www.alamedafoodbank.org

FASHION  ACCESSORIES  CONSIGNMENT

To shop or consign call or send us an email • Layaway available

510.995.8675
consignments@jcouturealameda.com

1513 Webster Street • Alameda • www.jcouturealameda.com

Courtesy photo

Alameda Museum Curator George Gunn (left) recent-
ly received a brand-new addition to the museum’s col-
lection from West Alameda Business Association vol-
unteer Jerry Serventi (right). Mr. Peanut, the mascot of 
Webster Street’s former street fair: The Peanut Butter 
Jam (center), has now become a historic artifact. 
West Alameda has a long association with peanut 
butter. See story above. 

Dan Burr 
Interviewed by Emmanuel Williams

Last year Barbara Bick and I, 
Dan Burr, opened Neptune Nature 
School, Alameda’s first, and only, 
forest-nature school. The all-out-
door, all-weather preschool serves 
children ages two-and-one-half to 
five years old. The school nurtures 
a child’s curiosity of the outdoors 
and believes children grow best 
when allowed to be themselves.

I’m a preschool teacher who has 
been in the field of early childhood 

education for more than 20 years. 
When I started, I was 26 years old 
and a lot more optimistic. I began 
teaching at Family Service Agency 
in San Bruno, then grew to become 
a lead teacher at Marin Day School 
in San Francisco. Around that time 
it became standard practice to use 
a standardized assessment process 
on children, The Desired Results 
Developmental Profile (DRDP). 

DRDP consists of around 60 
developmental measures of a child’s 
growth in terms of everything from 
attention maintenance to gross 

motor skills, emotional response 
and writing skills. My job was no 
longer focused on teaching, but on 
what I felt was an unnecessary focus 
on how close to a good standard-
ized student each child was.  

Schools moved from what kids 
need — what’s fun, what’s develop-
mentally appropriate — into assess-
ing, compartmentalizing, with great-
er emphasis on academics. It felt as 
if it were created by someone in a 
child-development lab at a university 
outside reality. 
Academic stan-
dards were what 
it was all about, 
and they still are. 
Partially this is 
due to the com-
petitive nature 
of getting your 
child into “The 
right school.”

In compari-
son, Norwegian 
kids don’t start reading until fourth 
or fifth grade. Then they excel in 
academics because, by then they’re 
more self-confident, more collab-
orative and more creative. They’re 
allowed to be children during their 
childhood. What a concept!

When I was a kid growing up in 
Pacifica, I spent pretty much all my 
spare time with my friends play-
ing in the hills. The memories I 
have of that time are some of my 
most precious. For a number of 
reasons we’ve closed kids off from 
the natural world, partly because of 
an unintended consequence of the 
1970’s environmental movement, 
which advised: leave it alone, don’t 
tear the leaves off and don’t climb it.

The need to save the wild lands 
was interpreted as “put it in a 
glass ball, stick a fence around it 
and don’t pick the flowers.” Partly 
because of the bogeyman factor — 

a fear of what might happen to kids:  
don’t get wet, don’t get muddy, 
don’t go far from home, don’t take 
risks and don’t talk to strangers. 

The influence of electronic 
devices has also played a role. 
There are many benefits to modern 
technology, but it tends to separate 
us from the natural world. I can tell 
a kid who spends a lot of time in 
front of a screen within 30 seconds 
of when they come in to our school. 

There’s an aggression there — a 
disconnect from 
being present 
and an inabil-
ity for kids to be 
with themselves. 
They need to be 
entertained and 
handed their 
imag inat ions . 
One of the rea-
sons we dis-
courage toys at 
Neptune Nature 

School is to encourage imagination. 
A stick, some water, a tree, some 
rope and a child’s imagination can 
turn them into anything.

In the 1980s President Ronald 
Reagan deregulated kids’ TV.  At 
the time, Mr. Rogers was top of 
the charts — wholesome, inclu-
sive programs. After deregulation, 
kids’ TV tended to be aimed at 
selling products rather than deliv-
ering wholesome content. Mighty 
Morphin’ Power Rangers took over 
— pow pow pow. Often on these 
shows parents were depicted as 
idiots. Kids were in charge. 

Nowadays, kids are in danger 
of becoming addicted to their elec-
tronic devices — an addict, at what-
ever age, is the ideal consumer. 
And they’re conditioned to accept 
disposability and planned obsoles-
cence.

Where the Wild Things Are

Nowadays kids 
are in danger of 
becoming addicted 
to their electronic 
devices — an 
addict, at whatev-
er age, is the ideal 
consumer.
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Eric J. Kos

My friend Linda Asbury, 
executive director of the 
West Alameda Business 

Association (WABA), recently 
brought to my attention that the 
association decided to make a 
donation clear across town to 
the Alameda Museum at 2324 
Alameda Ave. Asbury and WABA 
volunteer Jerry Serventi, brought 
Museum Curator George Gunn 
a priceless Alameda artifact — a 
large cutout of a strolling peanut 
playing a saxophone. Gunn could 
not find the words to express his 
gratitude.

What is the connection? 
So where do Webster Street 

and Peanut Butter History inter-
sect? At the Rosenfield Packing 

Company, formerly located at 2060 
Webster St. This is the undispu-
table birthplace of Skippy Peanut 
Butter, the first commericially mar-
keted peanut butter in history. 

According to the plaque 
that marks the spot on the east 
side of Webster Street between 
Atlantic and Eagle Avenues, 
this was the “Site of the former 
Rosenfield Packing Company, 
incorporated on Aug. 24, 1926.

“Joseph L. Rosenfield was 
the inventor of hydrogenated 
peanut butter. Before this pro-
cess was developed, peanut but-
ter would separate and quickly 
spoil. Mr. Rosenfield received a 
patent for his process in 1923 
and three more patents as he 
improved the process over 
the next seven years. Under 
Mr. Rosenfield’s guidance, his 
packing company in Alameda 
became the largest peanut but-
ter manufacturer in the nation 
with up to 90 employees work-
ing three eight hour shifts seven 
days a week. The product was 
sold under the name “Skippy 
Peanut Butter.” Tours of the 
facility were enjoyed by genera-
tions of Alameda school chil-
dren. The Alameda plant closed 
in 1974. The Skippy brand con-
tinues to be popular today.”

Meet Mr. Peanut
So who is this Mr. Peanut 

character? Well, a year or two 
after I helped start the Alameda 
Sun, I agreed to sit on a com-
mittee that was working to cre-
ate a new, exciting street fair for 

the West End, along the lines of 
Park Street’s Art & Wine Faire. 
The committee, led effectively by 
Under One Woof’s Allan Mann, 
pulled off the first-ever “Peanut 
Butter Jam” in 2003. Mr. Peanut 
represented everything the com-
mittee wanted: music, walking 
and peanut butter.

The event has since been re-
branded as the Island Jam under 
the auspices of the Chamber of 
Commerce. The Jam takes place 
in June, details to come.


