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KID Fun in the Sun

HOW TO PLAY: Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 boxes  
must contain the numbers 1 through 9 without repetition.

Puzzle sponsored by: 478 Central Ave. Alameda 
510-865-1443

wilmotsbooks@hotmail.com

Store Hours:
Mon-Fri: 11-7

Sat. 10-7 l Sun. 11-5
Present this coupon to Wilmot’s Books  

to receive 10% OFF any purchase over $10  
or 20% OFF any purchase over $20

Do you own a business that woulD fit well here  
on the kiDs/puzzle page?

woulD you like to finD out about special  
kiDs-relateD businesses anD puzzle sponsorship pricing?  

call cinDy pelletier at 263-1824 or  
email her at cpelletier@alameDasun.com

Did you know...
Tides, the rise and fall of 
sea levels, are caused by 
the combined effects of 
gravitational forces exert-
ed by the Moon and the 
Sun and the rotation of the 
Earth? They are strongest 
when all 3 are ligned and 
weakest when they are not.

BY EMMANUEL WILLIAMSiddlesR
If I am brought from my home into your home I will not live.

If you leave your home and stay too long in my home You will not live.
WHAT AM I? (Answer next week) Previous Answer: Straw. 

KIDS! Send correct answers to ekos@alamedasun.com three weeks in a row  
and win a pack of riddle cards courtesy of Alameda resident Emmanuel Williams. 

Robin Seely
A beloved old tale cautions chil-

dren about the perils of poor con-
struction. If the “Three Little Pigs” 
had only consulted with Alameda 
Building Official Gregory J. McFann, 
they’d have known that buildings 
made of straw and sticks don’t pass 
muster. McFann was kind enough 
to confirm this fact for us when we 
inquired. He also noted that prop-
erly constructed buildings made of 
brick can and do pass inspection.

Armed with this geeky tidbit, 
the kids of the Culinary Academy 
of Post Street conducted a hands-
on study of edible architecture. 
Appropriately enough, Abby, Roan 
and Leila began by reading a book.

Everyone knows the story of 
the “Three Little Pigs.” The first 
pig built his house of straw, the 
second used sticks, and the third 
chose bricks. Enter the Big, Bad 
Wolf. He huffed and he puffed and 
he blew the first two houses down. 

But the brick house stood firm and 
saved all three pigs from peril. At 
least, that’s the version with the 
happy ending. Others have the wolf 
gobbling up the first two little pigs 
after blowing down their flimsy 
homes. Getting the death penalty 
for shoddy construction seemed 
kind of harsh to us.

The kids used tiny houses 
made of graham crackers to create 
their own tasty tale. For the straw 

Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda County Science 

and Engineering Fair (ACSEF) was 
held  the weekend of March 10 at 
the Alameda County Fairgrounds. 
Students at Alameda Community 
Learning Center (ACLC) partici-
pated in the competition after 
qualifying at the ACLC Science Fair 
held in December. The youth spent 
the weekend talking to scientists 
and engineers about the science 
experiments they developed as 
part of their ACLC science classes. 
Learners returned from the experi-
ence with new insights and much 
enthusiasm for science.

Mai Corkins, an 11th grader, 
won second place for her project 
titled: “Secret Superpowers: Garlic 

Reveals Another Hidden Talent.” 
The fair “opened up my mind to 
the possibility of being a scientist,” 
she said.

Aidan Gleason won second 
place for his “Oil Spill Containment 
Apparatus.” He said going to 
ACSEF was fun because he likes 
to share, and the fair is a big deal. 
Keynote speaker Sarah Richardson 
(Founder, Chief Scientific Officer, 
Ignition Genomics) spoke on how 
she uses DNA to train bacteria to 
do tricks, which proved particu-
larly inspirational for Gleason.

Seventh graders Deniz Akin and  
Morna Mandic won second 
place for their project on Eco-
Fertilizers. Akin enjoyed the 
fair because, “you get to look at 

everyone else’s projects and you 
learn a lot from them.”

This is Erika Badalyan’s fourth 
time at the ACSEF. She earned an 
honorable mention for her proj-
ect “Are All Chi Created Equal?” 
Badalyan said the fair “ignites a 
fire” that helps young people figure 
out what they want to do with their 
futures.

George Hofstetter and Luana  
Cardenas won honorable men-
tions for a project they coded 
themselves called “Are You Safe?” 
When asked about the experience 
Cardenas said, “Reading about sci-
ence doesn’t compare to seeing 
people your own age leaving their 
mark in science with you walking 
along with them.”

Local Kids Win at Science and Engineering Fair

Kids Consult with City 
Official, Hijinks Ensue

Courtesy photo ACLC

Alameda Community Learning Center (ACLC) students William Noboe, Kathy Su, 
Marina Large, Katherine Kovach, Mai Corkins, Erika Badalyan, Matthew Dang, 
Luana Cardenas, George Hofstetter, Justin Kelly-Cahill and Patricia Williamson, 
ACLC Science Facilitator at the Alameda County Science and Engineering Fair.
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