
Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda Boys & Girls Club 

2018 Youth of the Year, Ja’Nylah 
Johnson, advanced from the Boys 
& Girls Club’s of America’s NorCal 
competition to the California State 
Youth of the Year Finals last week. 
Johnson, 17, is the first girl to win 
Alameda Boys & Girls Club Youth of 
the Year and advance to this level 
two years in a row.

In front of a panel of other 
youth members and club staff at 

Microsoft, Johnson delivered a 
heartfelt speech about her life’s 
challenges, achievements and how 
the Alameda Boys & Girls Club has 
helped her transform into a pro-
ductive and caring citizen.

Currently, Johnson is the club’s 
Mighty Missy’s Girls Group presi-
dent and Keystone Club president. 
She is also the founder of its Middle 
School Healthy Lifestyles Girls 
Group. For more on the club, visit 
www.alamedabgc.org.

Colin Close
It all started with a bottle of 

water. My daughter Francesca who 
used to attend Lum Elementary 
School, goes to dance three nights 
a week out here in Modesto, where 
we moved last summer. Her dance 
school does not have a drinking 
fountain for students to re-hydrate, 
so we buy water bottles to keep in 
the car. This was never a problem 
when we lived on the Island. Her old 
school, West Coast Dance, always 
kept cold water in a fridge. 

Like many other cities across 
the United States, Modesto has a 
homeless population; like many 
kids across the United States my 
daughters, Francesca and Presley, 
are empathetic to the plights of 
these people in ways that adults 
quite often forget or learn to ignore. 

Homeless individuals with 
signs asking for anything that will 
help frequently stand at the end 
of our freeway exit, and Francesca 
or Presley asked me almost every 
time we passed by if I had any 
money we could share. My answer, 
“I don’t carry cash girls.” is true 
since everything is paid with auto-
matic withdrawal or a debit card 
these days. 

One day Francesca asked if we 
could share a bottle of water from 
the back of the car, and I said, 
“Of course! That’s a great idea.” 
The next time it was a bottle of 
water and an apple she had saved 
from her lunch. Presley started sav-
ing her fruit as well. Pretty soon 
Francesca planned to invoke “Rule 
Two” to make a difference. 

Let me back up. In our house we 
have rules that our children recite 
every time they leave us. Whether 
to school, a friend’s, dance class, 
their grandparents’ or whereever, 
the girls have rules: Be good. Help 
out. Have fun. Learn lots. No whin-
ing. No cuts, no buts, no coconuts.
Pay attention. Use your manners. 
Be awesome. Slow down and listen. 
If you don’t have anything nice to 
say, don’t say anything at all. Follow 
the damn rules.

Rule Two is “help out.” This is 
the rule that Francesca enacted 
when she came up with the idea 
that humbled me and her mother, 
Frances Martinez, beyond measure. 
She wanted to make care packages 
to keep in the car so we always 
“had some on hand.” She wanted 
to make sure there was water, fruit, 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY  
AS TO STUDENTS 

The Abundant Beginnings Forest Freedom School 
admits students of any race, color, national and  
ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and 
activities generally accorded or made available to 
students at the school. It does not discriminate on 
the basis ofrace, color, national and ethnic origin in 
administration of its educational policies, admissions 
policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic 
and other school-administered programs.
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HOW TO PLAY: Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 boxes  
must contain the numbers 1 through 9 without repetition.

What is a Haiku?  
A Haiku is a traditional form of 

Japanese poetry. They consist of 3 
lines. The first and last lines have 5 
syllables and the middle line has 7. 

Showing time the lines rarely rhyme.  
Can you write and send us your Haiku?  

Email cclose@alamedasun.com.  
We will print it here for everyone to enjoy. 

This Week’s HAIKU

- Anonymus

Haikus are easy.
But sometimes they don’t make sense.

Refrigerator.

by Colin Close

Did you know…the Asteroid 
Belt, a disc of irregularly 
shaped rocks of various  
sizes, is mostly made up 
of carbon, silicon and  
metal? This disc lies  
between Mars and Jupiter. 
The asteroids range in size 
from dust all the way up 
to Ceres - the belt’s only 
Dwarf Planet. The belt was 
made by large chunks of  
material getting disrupted 
by Jupiter’s gravitational 
pull resulting in huge colli-
sions over time and creating 
what we now know as the 
Asteroid Belt. 

BY EMMANUEL WILLIAMSiddlesR
WHAT AM I? (Answer next week) Previous Answer: Kite. 

KIDS! Send correct answers to ekos@alamedasun.com. Congratulations Charli Rosebuds for successfully  
answering three weeks of riddles in a row! Charli won a prize courtesy of Emmanuel Williams and the Alameda Sun! 

I can bring you love and comfort.
But I can also bring you death.

Colin Close

Francesca Close (inset) has found a special way to 
help her local community. Her typical care package she 
hands out to homeless people includes: bottled water, 
an apple, a tangerine, a granola bar and $2.

Club’s Youth of Year 
Heads to State Finals 

Kids Launch Care 
Package Initiative

something a little sweet and some 
money. 

So we went to Costco and picked 
up some supplies and began assem-
bling the packages. Water to drink, 
tangerine, apple and granola bar to 
eat, $2 to get them into a business 
so they can get out of the elements 
for a little while and a zip-lock bag 
so they can keep some belongings 
clean and dry.

The folks we hand them out to 
are grateful for the packages and 
the warm extension of humanity. 
The packages are a work in prog-
ress. We hope to include things like 
a toothbrush and toothpaste (idea 
courtesy of Al Wright at Raintree 
Studios), hand sanitizer, etc.

We are lucky. My wife and I are 

both able-bodied and have sound 
minds. We work hard and are in a 
position to provide much for our 
kids. One way we were able to do 
this is by moving out of Alameda 
I lived there for 17 years before 
being forced to move by the rising 
costs of living and providing. 

Hopefully, that means that all of 
our former neighbors who remain 
in the Island City may be in a better 
position financially to help those 
who need it. That makes Alameda a 
great place to “pay it forward” like 
Francesca and Presley are doing. 
Many opportunities to help out 
exist; there are many chances to 
make a difference in the day of a 
stranger in need — many chances 
to enact Rule Two.


