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KID Fun in the Sun

HOW TO PLAY: Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 boxes  
must contain the numbers 1 through 9 without repetition.

Puzzle sponsored by: 478 Central Ave. Alameda 
510-865-1443

wilmotsbooks@hotmail.com

Store Hours:
Mon-Fri: 11-7

Sat. 10-7 l Sun. 11-5
Present this coupon to Wilmot’s Books  

to receive 10% OFF any purchase over $10  
or 20% OFF any purchase over $20

Do you own a business 
that woulD fit well here  
on the kiDs/puzzle page?

Call CinDy pelletier at 
263-1824 or  

email: Cpelletier@alameDasun.Com

science
is cool

Did you know...
Komodo dragons often fight 
with other dragons. They 
bite each other during 
the fight, but unlike other 
animals, they are immune to 
bacteria from their saliva 
which contains a venom 
that probably makes its 
bite as deadly as it is.

Sun Staff Reports
Students in Ms. Charlotte’s kin-

dergarten class at Nea Community 
Learning Center (Nea) recently 
began a curriculum based on the 
weather. The class studied differ-
ent weather patterns throughout 
the unit, which encourages science 
exploration. Most recently, the 
class studied rain and what hap-
pens when it rains too much. This 
learning occurred simultaneously 
with rain that caused major flooding 
in San Jose.

Ms. Charlotte felt this was the 
perfect opportunity to combine the 
weather unit with a service project. 
She told learners what happened in 
San Jose, showed news coverage of 
the flooding and asked them if they 
would like to help. Based on the 
class’s enthusiastic response, Ms. 
Charlotte contacted the Salvation 
Army of Silicon Valley. She deter-
mined the students could help out 
by conducting a sock drive.

The class created a video and 
emailed it to the Nea communi-
ty, encouraging families to donate 
socks to the flood victims. Learners 
also created signs and posters 

encouraging donations, which were 
hung around the school.

Once the donations are 
received, the students will write 
letters to the community thank-
ing them for their donations and 

also to the Salvation Army. Once 
the socks have been collected, 
Nea will arrange for the Salvation 
Army to talk to the learners about 
community service while collect-
ing the socks and letters.

Students Hold Sock Drive for Flood Victims
The Sun Shines on Good Deeds

Courtesy photo

Rhett Hansen, Keira Breslin, Tavien Thresher, Xavier 
Stelmach, Laila Hicks, Frances Suda, Tavia Viramontes, 
Reagan Phelps, Isaac Hudson, and Rye Dooley show 
off the socks they collected for flood victims in San Jose.

Jeff Smith
The Encinal Junior and Senior 

High School Drama Department is 
currently performing Sister Act on 
the stage of the Willie Stargell Gym 
and Auditorium. This production 
is an excellent example of the won-
drously marvelous things that can 
happen when a director — in this 
case Connie Champagne — places 
confidence in the cast and crew and 
allows them freedom of expression 
in the creative process.

A show starts out as a script, 
becomes a vision and then, open-
ing night, becomes a reality; the 
students of Encinal were integral to 
that imaginative process.

If you ever watched the movie 
version, forget all you know about 
Sister Act, this show is upbeat, 
inspirational and over-the-top — 

you may find your mascara run-
ning before the final curtain. Some 
schools pick ensemble shows for 
fear that no one can handle a rigor-
ous leading role; not so with Encinal 
High: they have Zariah Grant to play 
Deloris Van Cartier and Brandon 
Lee for the role of Eddie Souther.

Grant is simply stunning on  
stage; while her character is the epi-
center of the story, Zariah is clearly 
the magnet that holds the entire 
production together. Sister Act is 
about transformations — everyone, 
excepting the criminal element, 
experiences epiphanies and evolves 
into a better, more enlightened per-
son — Grant is a most credible 
catalyst for those changes.

From the first few bars of her 
opening song — “Take Me to Heaven” 
— it is obvious that Grant is about to 
take her audience on a joy ride. Her 
full body, lustrous singing exudes the 
confidence, courage and bravado of 
her rebellious character.

Curtis Jackson, Deloris’s nem-
esis, is the very personification of 
malignant evil. Alam Fernandez is 
alarmingly convincing as Curtis; one 
might ask, “Should we be looking 
for Fernandez on the FBI’s 10 Most 
Wanted List soon?” Yet he is endear-
ing when he sings the life threatening 
“When I Find My Baby.” 

The nefarious Curtis is backed 
up by his incompetent subor-
dinates: Joey (played by Sean 
Gorham), Pablo (Leo Reyes) and TJ 
(Joshua Hodge); collectively they 

Encinal Takes Play’s Script from Vision to Reality
Review
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