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KID Fun in the Sun

HOW TO PLAY: Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 boxes  
must contain the numbers 1 through 9 without repetition.

What is a Haiku?  
A Haiku is a traditional form of 

Japanese poetry. They consist of 3 
lines. The first and last lines have 5 
syllables and the middle line has 7. 

Showing time the lines rarely rhyme.  
Can you write and send us your Haiku?  

Email cclose@alamedasun.com.  
We will print it here for everyone to enjoy. 

This Week’s HAIKU

- Matsuo Bashō

In the cicada’s cry
No sign can foretell

How soon it must die.

by Colin Close

Did you know…Mercury is 
the closest planet in our So-
lar System to the Sun? It is 
the smallest planet. A year 
on Mercury is only 88 days. 
Poor Mercury has no moons 
and almost no atmosphere. 
But, it has been visited by 
two spacecraft: Mariner 10 
(1974 and 1975) and Mes-
senger (launched in 2004.) 
Messenger orbited around 
Mercury for 4 years, cir-
cling the planet more than 
4,000 times before running 
out of energy and crashing 
in April of 2015. 

BY EMMANUEL WILLIAMSiddlesR
WHAT AM I? (Answer next week) Previous Answer: Gloves. 

KIDS! Send correct answers to ekos@alamedasun.com. Answer three weeks of riddles in a row and win  
a prize courtesy of Emmanuel Williams and the Alameda Sun! 

Water bore me, fresh, then salt. Fading memories of swaying in the wind.  
On the sand I now lie, far from home, pale and dry as a bone.

Local Earns Girl Scout’s Gold Award

Courtesy photo

Alexandra Cohn, left, and Alameda Girl Scouts leader 
support manager Wendy Quayle, right, flank Isabel 
Cohn holding the Gold Award that she earned from the 
Girl Scouts.

Sun Staff Reports
The Girl Scouts of Northern 

California recently announced that 
it has awarded the Girl Scouts’ 
highest honor, the Gold Award, to 
Isabel Cohn of Alameda. To earn 
this award, girls spend months, 
even years, completing require-
ments that develop leadership. This 
culminates in an extensive service 
project that makes a difference in 
their communities or even across 
the world.

To earn her Gold Award, Cohn 
created a music program through 
which she and several classmates 
taught guitar lessons for a year to 
14 children at the Boys & Girls Club 
of Alameda. As part of the program, 
Cohn donated 10 guitars, tuners 
and cases to the club.

“Music is an important part of 
my life, and I’m glad I was able to 
create this program for children 
who might not otherwise have 
access to music lessons,” Cohn 
said. “When you learn to play an 
instrument, it helps build your con-
fidence and sense of accomplish-
ment.”

Cohn said that she is happy 
that the program was successful 
enough to allow the donation of the 
equipment so that other children 
in the future will have the same 
opportunity.

“It is an honor to bestow the 
Gold Award to exceptional girls 
like Isabel whose commitment 

and initiative better themselves 
and the world around them,” said 
Marina Park, CEO of Girl Scouts of 
Northern California. “The intensive 
work behind the Gold Award epito-
mizes how Girl Scouting helps to 
set a girl on her path,” a path she 
can take anywhere. 

A Girl Scout from first grade, 
Cohn began working on her Gold 
Award in fall of 2016. She gradu-
ated from Alameda High School in 
2017. She is the daughter of Jeff and 
Alexandra Cohn of Alameda.

While the Gold Award is Girl 
Scouts’ highest award for Girl Scouts, 
there are other awards and programs 
in Girl Scouting where developing 
and displaying leadership takes cen-
ter stage. These include the Silver 
and Bronze awards, as well as the 
Leadership Journeys program, 
which allows girls at every age level 
to build leadership skills by discov-
ering, connecting and taking action. 

To learn more about Girl Scouts 
of Northern California, visit www.
GirlScoutsNorCal.org

Ophelia Rose 
Close

Born Feb. 22, 2018

Former Alameda residents, 
Frances Martinez and Colin 
Close of Modesto, welcomed 

the newest member of their fam-
ily last Thursday, Ophelia Rose 
Close. Ophelia weighed 6 lbs., 
5 oz. and measured 19.5” 
inches at birth. Her two older 
sisters Francesca and Presley 
couldn’t be happier about their 
new sibling. Ophelia’s dad is the 
Alameda Sun’s graphic designer, 
and as a result the paper is 
thrilled to welcome the newest 
member of the Sun family! 

Local Births


