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KID Fun in the Sun

HOW TO PLAY: Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 boxes  
must contain the numbers 1 through 9 without repetition.

What is a Haiku?  
A Haiku is a traditional form of 

Japanese poetry. They consist of 3 
lines. The first and last lines have 5 
syllables and the middle line has 7. 

Showing time the lines rarely rhyme.  
Can you write and send us your Haiku?  

Email cclose@alamedasun.com.  
We will print it here for everyone to enjoy. 

This Week’s HAIKU

- Colin Close

Atop the book shelf
our clever sun-warmed feline

curls herself to sleep.

by Colin Close

Did you know…our Sun, 
which is named Sol, is a 
star just like all the other 
stars you see in the sky? It 
is a middle-sized star and 
about a million times larg-
er than our planet. Living 
at the center of our Solar 
System its almost a perfect 
sphere of hot plasma. A 
middle-aged star it should 
remain stable for the next 
5 BILLION years. However, 
eventually, the center will 
cool and the outer layers 
will expand to engulf Mer-
cury and Venus and make 
Earth uninhabitable.

BY EMMANUEL WILLIAMSiddlesR
WHAT AM I? (Answer next week) Previous Answer: Pencil. 

KIDS! Send correct answers to ekos@alamedasun.com. Congratulations Charli Rosebuds for successfully  
answering three weeks of riddles in a row! Charli won a prize courtesy of Emmanuel Williams and the Alameda Sun! 

We need you to give us life and purpose To grip and hold and carry.
Away from you we are dark, still and empty. 

Middle School Musicians Perform at Conference
Mary Grace Basco

Music directors at Alameda’s public schools nominated middle school musicians 
to perform during in the California Music Educators Association (CMEA) Bay 
Section winter conference, a two-day professional development seminar for 

music educators and college students. Honor groups comprised a middle school choir, 
middle school concert band and middle school orchestra. Shown from left to right: Tyra 
Ingram Cable, music director at Lincoln Middle School with eighth graders Graciella 
Basco (trumpet), Maddie Kuhns (bass clarinet), Sylvie Lam (viola) and Devin Kaneshiro 
(string bass); Miriam Levine (french horn), eighth grade Encinal Junior High School, 
Aila Owens (violin), ninth grade Encinal. Not pictured: Kristy Lenh (viola), ninth grade, 
Encinal and Armen Phelps, music director at Encinal Junior and Senior high schools.  

Sun Staff Reports
A community fundraiser has 

been established to replant a coast 
live oak tree in the playground at 
Maya Lin School. The tree was felled 
during a stormy night on Dec. 15, 
2016. According to the school’s fund-
raising page, the tree “was a beloved 
community landmark and a piece of 
Alameda history. Its absence is felt 
every day at the school.”

The loss of the tree immedi-
ately spurred several efforts from 
the school community. Parents and 
teachers shared pictures, told sto-
ries about the tree and planned for 
ways to utilize the wood for various 
art projects at the school.

Workers with chainsaws and a 
large chipper were already on site 
the next morning to clean up the 
tree and make the playground safe. 
Several parents intervened, allow-
ing portions of the tree to avoid 
the shredder. Several large cross-sec-
tions of the trunk, chunks of limbs 
and sections of the branches were 
given to every student at the school. 

Principal Goodwin led the stu-
dents in remembering the tree that 

morning and many classes devel-
oped projects based on what the 
oak tree meant to the school com-
munity.

From the pieces of the trunk 
and branches that were saved, the 
school community hopes to build 
an educational display and com-
munity bench. In this way, the tree 
can live on. Maya Lin parent and 
talented printmaker, Carrie Sheret, 
created a series of nine high-quality 
ink prints on heavy cotton paper. 
The original prints are available for 
sale and some will be auctioned off. 
One original print will be donated 
to the school. Copies of the prints 

are for sale as posters, greeting 
cards and postcards to support 
the school’s efforts to remember 
the tree. Visit https://mayalintree.
wordpress.com to order.

For more than 150 years the 
majestic oak tree grew in Central 
Alameda. In 1909, Washington 
Elementary School was established 
on the site. In 1955, when the tree 
was already around 90 years old, 
a new Washington Elementary 
School was built around the oak 
tree. The school was renamed Maya 
Lin Elementary school in 2012. The 
tree stood in the playground for a 
total of 107 years.

Help Kids Remember Maya Lin Tree
Courtesy photo

The Maya 
Lin Tree 

as it 
appeared 
prior to its 
demise on 
Dec. 16, 

2016.


