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KID Fun in the Sun

HOW TO PLAY: Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 boxes  
must contain the numbers 1 through 9 without repetition.

Puzzle sponsored by: 478 Central Ave. Alameda 
510-865-1443

wilmotsbooks@hotmail.com

Store Hours:
Mon-Fri: 11-7

Sat. 10-7 l Sun. 11-5
Present this coupon to Wilmot’s Books  

to receive 10% OFF any purchase over $10  
or 20% OFF any purchase over $20

Do you own a business that woulD fit well here  
on the kiDs/puzzle page?

woulD you like to finD out about special  
kiDs-relateD businesses anD puzzle sponsorship pricing?  

call cinDy pelletier at 263-1824 or  
email her at cpelletier@alameDasun.com

science
is cool
Did you know... 
Forensic scientists use 
different methods to  
answer questions related 
to crimes? Samples from a 
crime scene are analyzed by 
specialists and can include 
things like fingerprints, hair 
and gunshot residue. 

BY EMMANUEL WILLIAMSiddlesR
Here is a flat hill. Here is a river you can burn. Here is a city you can cover with your thumb. 

Here is a forest whose color never changes. A fly has landed in the middle of the sea.
WHAT AM I? (Answer next week) Previous Answer: Reed. 

KIDS! Send correct answers to ekos@alamedasun.com three weeks in a row  
and win a pack of riddle cards courtesy of Alameda resident Emmanuel Williams. 

“Spelling bees are exciting and 
nerve-wracking. It takes guts to 
get up there, so I’m proud of all 
the students who came out to par-
ticipate.” said Kapelke. “We will be 
sending a group of strong spellers 
to the county bee in March, includ-
ing Hazel Purins, who has now 
come in first, second and first in 
our three citywide spelling bees.”

The top five spellers received 
trophies courtesy of Alameda 
Advertising and Recognition. The 
top spellers also received other 
prizes courtesy of local businesses: 
Rocket Re-Use, Tucker’s Ice Cream, 
Alameda Theatre & Cineplex, 

Subpar Mini Golf and Starbucks. 
The Alameda Sun also supports the 
bee by donating advertising.

I personally have had the 
pleasure of helping organize this 
event with local parents Chuck 
Kapelke and Michael Jonas who 
do a tremendous amount to make 
this event happen. Kapelke was 
the originator of this city-wide 
bee to determine who best should 
represent Alameda at the county-
wide bee and possibly at the state 
(which will be held in Stockton 
on Tuesday, April 18) and national 
level bees. 

Kapelke administers registra-
tion, secures the venue and orga-
nizes a group of additional volun-

teers. Jonas serves as “spell mas-
ter” and assembles the word lists 
and administers the written test. 
(I filled in as oral spell master this 
year due to Jonas feeling under the 
weather.) Outgoing Alameda Poet 
Laureate Julia Park Tracey and I 
serve as the judges, with me having 
the hefty role of letting kids know 
“I’m sorry. That’s not correct.” 

The four of us agree this event 
is an essential part of a successful 
community and are thrilled it’s been 
met with such interest from kids 
and parents who climb out of bed 
early on a Saturday to compete. 

Eric J. Kos is co-publisher of the 
Alameda Sun newspaper. He can be 
reached at ekos@alamedasun.com.

Bee: Names Island’s top spellers
Continued from page 1

Sun Staff Reports
Alameda Recreation and Park 

Department (ARPD) and Alameda 
Youth Committee (AYC) are asking 
the community to express itself 
during their “Piece and Kindness 
Campaign.” Community members 
can show what kindness they 
bring to the picture on a blank 4 
x 4 puzzle piece. ARPD and AYC 
will fit all the pieces together and 
display them to promote kindness 
and remind the community that 
every piece makes the community 
whole. 

With so much divisiveness in 
the world today, ARPD and AYC 
hope that the campaign shows how 
individual kindnesses come togeth-
er to form a beautiful community. 

Organizations can obtain 
pieces of the kindness puzzle 
by emailing Mandy McGowen at 
mmcgowen@alamedaca.gov with 
the name of organization and age 
group requesting pieces and the 
number of puzzle pieces needed. 
Every effort will be made to ful-
fill all requests completely but 
pieces are limited. ARPD asks 

that organizations indicate a 
minimum and maximum number 
desired.

Individuals can stop by the 
ARPD Office, at 2226 Santa Clara 
Ave., or the “Piece and Kindness 
Campaign” tables at South Shore 
Center in front of Trabocco by the 
frog fountain from 4 to 6 p.m., next 
Tuesday, Valentine’s Day, Feb. 14; 
from 4 to 6 p.m., next Friday, Feb. 
17; and from 2 to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 25. 

All the puzzle pieces are due at 
the APRD office by Friday, March 3.

Youth Launch Piece, Kindness Campaign

Bay Farm Middle School Has New e-Newsletter
Sun Staff Reports

Students at Bay Farm Middle School (above) have joined the ranks of “the 
media” and launched a sophisticated news website called The Dolphin Tail. The 
electronic news source features videos, photos, articles, news and opinions. 

Among the top stories: an overview of current redevelopment on the school campus, 
opinions on the recent presidential election, a “teacher feature” and an entire sec-
tion dedicated to video game news and rumors. Log on at thedolphintail.com. 
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