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KID Fun in the Sun

HOW TO PLAY: Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 boxes  
must contain the numbers 1 through 9 without repetition.

Puzzle sponsored by: 478 Central Ave. Alameda 
510-865-1443

wilmotsbooks@hotmail.com

Store Hours:
Mon-Fri: 11-7

Sat. 10-7 l Sun. 11-5
Present this coupon to Wilmot’s Books  

to receive 10% OFF any purchase over $10  
or 20% OFF any purchase over $20

Do you own a business that woulD fit well here  
on the kiDs/puzzle page?

woulD you like to finD out about special  
kiDs-relateD businesses anD puzzle sponsorship pricing?  

call cinDy pelletier at 263-1824 or  
email her at cpelletier@alameDasun.com

science
is cool
Did you know... 
The very first  
microscopes were used 
to study insects, and 
they were nicknamed 
‘flea glasses’. Robin Seeley

Why are penguins so endear-
ing? Well, for starters, they’re 
small, unintimidating and the way 
they waddle is adorable. They also 
present an intriguing blend of bird 
and fish because their wings have 
evolved into flippers and they 
spend a lot of their lives in the 
water. Cartoonists find them espe-
cially cute. If you don’t believe me, 
just Google “cartoon” and “pen-
guin” and hope your computer 
doesn’t crash while loading all the 
hits. There’s even a long Wikipedia 
page devoted solely to penguin 
characters: wikipedia.org/wiki/
List_of_fictional_penguins.

But all the cuteness, cartoons 
and charm are of no avail to the 
Adélie penguins in Antarctica. 
They now face extinction because 
rising temperatures are melting 

their habitat. Regardless of wheth-
er you think this is caused by 
man, God, or normal climate fluc-
tuations, the rapidly diminishing 
polar ice caps mean that an impor-
tant part of the Adélie penguins’ 
home is disappearing. 

Some penguin colonies have 
sought higher ground, but nev-
ertheless, their numbers have 
diminished significantly in the 
last decades. The melting, mas-
sive Antarctic ice cap doesn’t just 
displace penguins. It also causes 
rising sea levels. That means com-
munities at or near sea level, even 
in other parts of the world, may 
well be inundated before the end 
 of the century. Potential casual-

ties include inhabited islands, like 
our beloved hometown! To learn 
more, read Fraser’s Penguins by 
Fen Montaigne.

The Culinary Academy of Post 
Street was drawn to the penguins’ 
cuteness, not their impending doom. 
Leila, Roan and Abby quickly dis-
cerned how to create a perky edible 
penguin just by looking at a sample 
and then sizing up its ingredients. 
They then wrote down detailed, 
sequential directions on the assembly  
process. 

It’s not as easy as it sounds. A 
picture really is worth a thousand 
words. The final test came when the 
kids gave willing victims the same 
ingredients and directions back at 
home, to see whether the recruits 
could successfully create the same 
Antarctic creature.

Local Kids Make Edible, 
Educational Penguins

Photos by Robin Seeley

Leila, Roan, and Abby show off handmade edible penguins that are actually skating 
around on their own little melting ice caps.

BY EMMANUEL WILLIAMSiddlesR
Fine it is to feel when a current of water flows around me and I vibrate
 Fine it is to feel when a current of air flows around me and I vibrate 

The first is quiet The second sings..
WHAT AM I? (Answer next week) Previous Answer: Vowels. 

KIDS! Send correct answers to ekos@alamedasun.com three weeks in a row  
and win a pack of riddle cards courtesy of Alameda resident Emmanuel Williams. 

To the East End,  
and Beyond!

One of these penguins is not like the others. Can you spot the interloper?

b KIDS: Page 10


