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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Auto thefts over the top
Editor:

In the nine days between Dec. 
24 and Jan. 1 there were 15 re-
ports of grand theft auto and two 
reports of attempted grand theft 
auto in Alameda. This seems a bit 
excessive for our small communi-
ty, if not downright alarming.  

Yet week after week, the same 
statistics show up in the Alameda 
Sun Police Blotter. I wonder why. 
Do people forget to lock their 
cars? Is Alameda a specific target 
for thieves? Are the number of 
auto thefts in line with other com-
munities? What, if anything, is the 
Alameda Police Department doing 
to deter car thefts or apprehend 
the thieves?  

The vast majority of Alam-
eda residents have to park on the 
street, especially those of us who 
live in apartment buildings. What 
should we be doing to protect 
ourselves? I hope someone is pay-
ing attention. I hope someone has 
some answers.

— Janet Beatty

Editor’s note: Alameda Sun 
publisher Eric J. Kos had his car 
stolen from directly in front of his 
Alameda apartment building in 
May 2016. Kos grew up in New 
Jersey, near an area known to be 
one of the nation’s worst for car 
thefts, and yet this is the first time 
he has had a car stolen. His car was 
recovered in Oakland, where it is 
well-established police don’t have 
the resources to investigate prop-
erty crimes. Hence it appears car 
thefts are not high-priority crimes 
for police agencies.

Thank you, ABN
Editor:

The Alameda Welfare Council 
(AWC) would like to thank the 
Alameda Business Network (ABN) 
for its generous contribution to 
the council with money from its 
annual fundraiser. ABN raised and 
donated $7,500 to AWC.

The council’s board of direc-
tors voted to donate the funds 
seven local nonprofits: Girls Inc.; 
Alameda Boys and Girls Club; 
Alameda Food Bank; Friends 
of the Alameda Animal Shelter; 
Christ Church’s Holiday Food and 
Toys; Alameda Homeless Network 
and the Bay Area Music Project.

We encourage all Alamedans 
to support ABN, an organiza-
tion of business professionals. 
Learn more at www.alameda 
biznet.com.

— Tomalene Anderson

Rabbits part of the cost 
of new park
Editor:

I always appreciate Ekene 
Ikeme’s coverage of our local 
issues. I have lived in the north-
ern neighborhood of Alameda 
for about 16 years now close to 
the soon-to-be developed Jean 
Sweeney Park. 

I have walked my dogs into 
the deserted 27 acres for many 
years but no longer do so. I have 
personally crossed paths with 
some of the homeless people, but 
shockingly I’m writing in defense 
of the jack rabbit population still 
living there.

As a child I used to ride my 
bike through the vacant buildings 
that are long gone. Back in those 
days, the late ’60s and ’70s, there 
were so many jack rabbits. Poor 
little guys have since lost 90 per-
cent of their habitat. 

When they built Marina Village 
I saw the carnage as the rabbits 
got run over all trying to survive 
the construction. I guess the ones 
still living will meet the same fate, 
as they clear the brush, etc. for the 
upcoming park. Poor little guys!

— Leslie Carter  

Neighbor piles onto  
Otis pile driver story
Editor:

Thanks very much for the 
thorough reporting and update on 
construction of the new building 
at Otis Elementary School (“Pile 
Driver Driving Otis Neighbors 
Nuts,” Jan. 5). The article is quite 
helpful and provides informa-
tion that we weren’t previously 
informed of. I live outside the 
one-block radius of Otis School 
neighbors sent Alameda Unified 
School District’s (AUSD) notice of 
the construction.

I had a call yesterday from 
the AUSD administration. They 
acknowledged that they had not 
been aware of and hadn’t contem-
plated the possibility of ground 
shaking, or tremors, potentially 
impacting surrounding houses 
several blocks away during pile 
driving. I was told that they hadn’t 
been aware of the soil type and 
thus, couldn’t have anticipated 
this outcome.

This response is curious and 
surprising as my understanding 
from various prior press reports, 
including about updates to U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS) maps 
and related public information 
about Alameda, is that much of 

Sun Staff Reports
A group called “Showing Up 

for Racial Justice” or SURJ will be 
hosting a vigil to discuss and con-
front situations in America they 
find outrageous. According to the 
group, the attacks by police on 
unarmed black men and women in 
Oakland, San Francisco, Baltimore, 
Tulsa, Baton Rouge and other cit-
ies across the country have led 
many to feel outraged. 

Usually in these cases no offi-
cers are charged or held account-
able for their actions.

In addition, SURJ states that 
undocumented communities 
being targeted for mass deporta-
tion; Islamophobia and assaults 
on Muslims are being helped along 
by the racist and xenophobic rhet-
oric from President-elect Donald 
Trump.

“We can channel our anger and 
sadness into action for racial jus-

Are You Outraged?
Alameda group planning to hold vigil proving solidarity

tice! Our human billboard vigils 
are a simple way to demonstrate 
our commitment to each other 
and our communities,” stated 
Alameda resident and vigil coordi-
nator, Ruth Smiler. “We envision a 
society where we struggle togeth-
er with love — for justice, human 
dignity and a sustainable world.”

The public is invited to be 
creative and bring a sign this 
Saturday, Jan. 14, from noon to 1 
p.m. at the corner of Park Street 
and Santa Clara Avenue.

SURJ suggests the following 
messages for signage:

n Will you stand against rac-
ism?

n Stand against Islamophobia!
n No deportation! No walls!
n Solidarity with our undocu-

mented neighbors
n No human being is illegal!
n End White Silence
n White silence = White consent

n LGBTQ neighbors welcome 
here!

n Black Lives Matter
n Everyone Belongs Here
“Express your solidarity 

with black and other targeted 
communities and to support 
racial justice now!” stated 
Smiler.

The event will be held rain or 
shine and is the first of several 
planned vigils. The group plans 
to gather every Saturday, at the 
same time and place, beginning 
with this tribute to Martin Luther 
King, Jr. in honor of Martin 
Luther King Day which occurs 
the day following the SURJ vigil.

Find out more at the 
“Showing Up for Racial Justice” 
website at www.SURJ.bayarea.
org.

Contact Sun staff at editor@
alamedasun.com.

our neighborhood, including Otis 
School, is built on soil that is 
very sandy and highly porous 
(i.e. not bedrock unless more 
than 60 feet below the surface). 
Some areas are built on landfill. 
Even the USGS maps of Alameda 
show large areas of sandy soil, 
subject to potential liquefaction 
in an earthquake.

If my understanding is accu-
rate, then wouldn’t it seem highly 
likely that pile driving in sandy 
soil would have a tendency to 
radiate ground movement in 
waves further out to the adjoining 
neighborhood, than if Otis School 
and the surrounding area were all 
built on bedrock?

— Name Withheld

Editor’s note: Historically, it is 
established that Krusi Park adjoining 
Otis Elementary School was built 
on reclaimed marshlands donated 
by the Krusi family. According to 
Alameda at Play by Woodruff Minor, 
“Between 1937 and 1940, Hermann 
and Ida Krusi donated about four 
acres of marshland ‘for park and/
or playground purposes only.’” 
The park site went as far north as 
Calhoun Street. Minor goes on to 
state, “Marshland purchased in 1947 
extended the park eastward to the 
vicinity of High Street.” Otis School 
was built on land adjoining the north-
ern border of the park parcel in 1951.

Helping my  
fellow veterans
Editor:

I began serving my first tour in 
Iraq in January 2003 and wound up 
my fourth tour on November 2009. 
After that last tour, I was having 
a hard time shutting off the war 
mindset. While I struggled to keep 
the inner rage from war under con-
trol, I fought for three years for an 
appointment with the United States 
Army’s mental health department. 

I established my first appoint-
ment with a psychologist and wrote 
a 25-page statement about my side 
effects from the war. When you 
spend six years running back and 
forth to Iraq it’s hard to explain or 
share all your problems to a psy-
chologist who will only give you a 
50-minute session. I gave  my state-
ment to the doctors a week before 
my first appointment. 

Well, that 25 pages has become 
a book, The Soldier’s Story: The 
Invisible Wounds from War. The 
book is part of my mission to stop 
the 22 suicides a day among my 
fellow veterans and is available 
at Books, Inc. on Park Street and 
at Amazon; there’s also a Kindle 
version. 

— Joe Duckworth

Slavery, racism play roles
Editor:

Bruce Elerick’s letter (“Setting 
things straight,” Jan. 5) omits the 
reason for the formation of the 
Electoral College. As a quick look 
at the map of the United States will 
show, the less-populated areas of 
the country were also the states 
which allowed slavery. You can look 
it up: the Electoral College was 
placed into the Constitution as an 
appeasement to the slave states.  

There can be little doubt that 
the Electoral College survived the 
U. S. Supreme Court’s “one-person, 
one-vote” decisions of the 1960s 
only because a provision of the 
Constitution could not itself be 
declared unconstitutional.

In 1861 the assertion of states’ 
rights gave us the Civil War. Now, in 
2017, the same racist fabrication is 
about to give us Donald Trump as 
President. 

— John Zugnoni

Open letter to Council  
on Sanctuary City move

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of this letter addressed to the 
Alameda City Council.

Madam Mayor, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the City Council:

As I understand it, Council 
member Jim Oddie has placed 
a proposition before the City 
Council to declare Alameda a 
“sanctuary city” wherein the city 
would defy federal law and har-
bor illegal and possibly criminal 
alien individuals. 

It seems to me this is a very 
dangerous proposition that 

Stunning Service from City Hall

Eric J. Kos

You have to look closely to see my 
name, but that’s my passport for 
my trip to Italy, already in hand, 
thanks to service I received from 

the City of Alameda.

Eric J. Kos
For those who may have 

missed my earlier story, 
(“Residents May Apply for 
Passports at City Hall,” Dec. 
22) I reported on the city’s 
new passport application and 
renewal service via the City 
Clerk’s Office.

I mentioned how Assistant 
City Clerk Irma Glidden had 
come up with the idea and put  
into practice to have an alter-
native to the post office for 
the public to receive passport 
services. City staff gracious-
ly helped me and the mayor 
caught me in the act. 

That was on Dec. 19. 
I’m not sure if our city offi-

cials had some kind of impact 
on the speed of my applica-
tion, but fast foward 15 days, 
and my passport has already 
arrived, in a Priority Mail enve-
lope sent from a government 
office in San Francisco. 

Here I was thinking my 
paperwork and payment had 
to be triple-validated as they 
trekked back and forth across 
our great nation to check in at 
each bureau and receive four 
or five government officials’ 
hand stamps (with a brief 
interlude lost in a giant under-

ground warehouse) before 
being returned to me.   

Not so, good Alamedans. 
City Hall is providing excel-
lent service in this regard, and 
the U.S. State Department has 
enough respect for our fine 
municipality that they prompt-
ly respond to requests for 
passport services sent from 
our City Clerk’s Office staff.

Have no fear, fellow resi-
dents, give that passport appli-
cation at City Hall a try and see 
if you, too, can get the 15-day 
turnaround I received. 

Contact Eric J. Kos at ekos@ 
alamedasun.com.

would impact every resident of 
the city, potentially exposing us 
to criminal and possibly terror-
ist activity. Each resident, then, 
should have the opportunity to 
vote “yes” or “no” on this issue 
by direct ballot. 

I personally object to this 
proposition and I am sure that 
many residents of Alameda feel 
likewise. 

Oddie’s quixotic effort would 
force the city into an outlaw posi-
tion with the federal government, 
force city employees to violate 
federal law and result in an 
untenable position for our city.

When you were elected and 
inducted into your official posi-
tions in the city, you swore an 
oath to, “... support and defend 
the Constitution of the United 
States and California ... bear-
ing true faith and allegiance to 
the Constitution of the United 

States and California...” If you 
find now that you cannot do this, 
then resign your position and 
go about your business, for you 
have deceived the electorate.

What you are contemplating 
now borders on sedition against 
the United States. This could 
have grave consequences for you 
individually and for our Island 
City. I hope that you have sought 
the opinion of the City Attorney. 

Other cities have declared 
themselves “sanctuary cities” with-
out apparent legal consequences, 
but only because a weak adminis-
tration, weak Justice Department 
and weak Congress failed to act. 

With the induction of a “new” 
administration in Washington 
D.C. later this month, you might 
find yourselves facing a far differ-
ent environment, much to your 
detriment.

— Bruce Elerick

Fast foward 15 days, 
and my passport has 
already arrived, in a 
priority mail envelope 
from San Francisco.


