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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Lighting needs work
Editor:

I have heard that Mayor Trish 
Spencer is going to ask for ordi-
nances controlling the lighting at 
new developments. I hope the City 
Council will get this done.

I live on Ratto Road on the 
lagoon. I bought on the lagoon to 
enjoy the large amount of wildlife. 
The VF Corporation (The North 
Face plus many other clothing 
lines) built their R&D campus 
across the lagoon, put in a lot of 
solar panels and bright, all-night 
lighting. 

As a result, there is now very 
little wildlife. The solar structures 
are ugly, reflect glare into our 
home’s windows and has brought 
down the value of our homes. 

As a homeowner and mem-
ber of the board of the Cantamar 
Homeowners’ Association, I ask, 
please, City Council, get it done.

— Jim Hager

This is what  
democracy looks like
Editor:

At the risk of sounding like a 
broken record: there’s an election 
coming up in California.  It’s virtu-
ally invisible, and you’ll wonder 
if your vote even counts for any-
thing. Let me assure you, it will.

We are tired, exhausted and, 
in some cases, paralyzed by the 
results of the recent presidential 
election. But I beg of you, with all 
the earnestness at my command, 
to make this last gasp effort to 
vote on Saturday, Jan. 7. 

Strategically, this is likely to be 
the most important vote you’ll cast 
as we, once and for all, close out 
this ugly campaign season. On Jan. 
7, California Democrats are elect-
ing delegates to their own party. 

Democrats gave lip service to 
the idea of having both the “sta-
tus quo” leadership and the “pro-
gressives” (of the Sanders cam-
paign) working together to insure 
their strength against the Trump 
machine.

This did not happen at the 
national level and for whatever 
reasons that failed, the result 
(within the limitations of our long- 
standing political institutions) was 
a Trump Presidency. The need for 
collaboration and shaking things 
up with fresh ideas and vision is 
based on the old adage: you can-
not fix a problem with the same 
mind that created the problem. 
Or, you cannot fix the party with 
the same people who created the 

party. Though Secretary Clinton 
took California in a walk, Trump 
and his machine will be gunning 
for California in 2018 and 2020 and 
we’ll be in serious trouble if we 
don’t prepare our party now with 
this alliance.

On Jan. 7 you can cast your 
vote to elect the experienced “sta-
tus quo” but you can also cast 
your vote for delegates new on the 
scene. Choose those dedicated to 
social, racial, economic and envi-
ronmental justice and who have 
the proven record of sparking fire 
among new, young and “declined 
to state” voters. 

While Assembly District 18 is 
in solid hands, it can be strength-
ened profoundly by inserting this 
new blood and vision. This will 
happen only if you show up to 
vote Jan. 7. This collaboration 
is critical to insuring our State’s 
leadership role in 2018 and 2020 in 
California is Democratic, and tak-
ing the values we hold most dear 
back to the national stage.

You can decide where the 
Democratic Party goes and how 
it grows by the nature of the del-
egates you elect. That selection 
process happens on Jan. 7 at the 
Sheet Metal Workers Union, 1720 
Marina Blvd., San Leandro, 10:30 
a.m. (Other districts hold elec-
tions at other locations.)

Democrats may be feeling 
politically anemic right now, but 
they must carry on the fight. 
Participate again and again — for 
this is what democracy looks like.

— Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin

Adopt-A-Bed program 
gets end-of-year boost
Editor:

The Midway Shelter for abused 
women and their children would 
like to thank all the generous peo-
ple who donated to the shelter 
during the month December. A 
number of the listed donors con-
tributed several times last month. 
Two donors chose to remain 
anonymous. 

Kathryn Kenneally donated 
to the shelter last month. She 
was joined by Virginia and Ewart 
Wetherill, Dale Wright, DPM, 
Nicole and Michael Cavanaugh 
and Meredith Owens.

Jane U. Brown gave gener-
ously last month, as did Roger 
and Judith Ecker. Pacific Coast 
Real Estate and Hewitt, Jones 
& Fitch both sent donations. 
Members of the Alameda Elks 
Lodge No. 1015, the Alameda 
Christian Reformed Church, PEO 

Ken Peterson
In October 2014, the State of 

California required local publicly 
owned utilities to report the fea-
sibility of energy storage in their 
districts. They all told the state 
that they could not identify any 
feasible way.

Nearly everyone I hear says 
that it is not feasible to store 
energy in quantities to offset the 
peaks and valleys of intermittent 
wind and solar generation. They 
say that is why clean energy will 
not be able to replace coal for 
power generation.     

Storage is not only feasible 
now, it has probably been feasible 
for at least 100 years. Yet nearly 
all the publicly owned utilities in 
California seem unaware of this. 
The Turlock Irrigation District 
did mention that the Solana 
Concentrating Solar project in 
Arizona is storing energy as heat 
in molten salts. But they didn’t 
seem to understand that the stor-
age could also be feasible for their 
own and other local districts.

The storage of energy in molten 
salts is so practical that the Solana 
project can install and operate 
2,000 acres of solar concentrators 
as well as the storage facilities and 
still sell electricity at a profit. That 
means that the storage part alone 
must be feasible and cost effective 
for energy storage.

Wikipedia says that a volume 
of about 150,000 cubic feet of such 
salts can hold enough energy to 
be able to run a standard type 100 
megaWatt turbine generator for 
four hours.

The floor area of the Alameda 
Target store is about 139,000 
square feet.  If that area covered 
a tank about 30 inches deep, the 
volume could hold more than 

1,300 megaWatt hours of energy. 
That is about what the utility pro-
vided to all of its customers on the 
average day a few years ago. So, 
storage doesn’t take much space.

Heat can also be stored in cast- 
iron bricks, in granite rubble, in 
concrete and in dirt. Heat can 
be used to produce electricity. It 
can also be used directly as heat 
to replace the room heating and 
hot water for residents and busi-
nesses. It can drive refrigeration 
or air conditioning.

It can be used for commercial 
and industrial processes. It can 
be used for water desalination. 
“Forward osmosis” is more effi-
cient and less costly than reverse 
osmosis such as is used in the 
Carlsbad desalination plant in San 
Diego.

Reverse osmosis has become 
so efficient that it now costs no 
more to desalinate sea water in 
San Diego than to pump water 
from Lake Shasta to Southern 
California. Forward osmosis is 
even more efficient. Heat energy 
can be obtained from solar col-
lectors. Solar collectors should be 
required for every new construc-
tion and for refitting of most large, 
existing buildings.

Even in cold climates stored- 
heat systems are practical. The 
Drake Landing housing outside of 
Calgary in Canada meets nearly 
all of its yearly energy needs from 
heat collected in the summer and 
used in the winter.

Energy can also be collected 
from waste heat. In one of their 
proposals, the developers of site 
A at Alameda Point mentioned 
the ways of reclaiming heat which 
would otherwise be lost. They 
also have been involved in at least 
one notable carbon-neutral or 

carbon-negative business in the 
Harbor Bay Business Park.

Heat can come from other 
clean sources. The California grid 
administrator quotes the cost of 
electricity at one cent or less per 
kWh during low demand times of 
the day. At other times the cost is 
about seven cents per kWh. The 
energy should be taken when it is 
available and cheap.

Available cheap wind and solar 
energy can be used to drive heat 
pumps. Heat pumps can provide 
about five times as much heat 
energy as the electricity needed 
to drive the pumps. So every one 
kWh of electricity can be used to 
generate about five kWh of heat. 
That heat could offset the heat 
now provided by burning natu-
ral gas or by electrical resistance 
heating. The cost of natural gas is 
about five cents per kWh. So the 
use of heat pump heat using elec-
tricity costing of about one cent 
per kW hour can avoid burning 5 
kiloWatt hours of fossil fuel at a 
cost of 25 cents.

This coming year, publicly 
owned utilities are again required 
to work up reports on the feasi-
bility of storing energy in their 
district areas. 

Let’s hope that this time they 
will consider the storage of energy 
by heat.

Ken Peterson lives in Alameda. 

Chapter UN, St. Joseph Basilica; 
First Congregational Church (UCC), 
the First Presbyterian Church and 
the Home of Truth all donated 
to Midway in December. Louis 
Rembrandt, Jean Parrington, Glenn 
and Kathy Henderson, Mark Fraser 
and Judy Broughton all sent money 
in December. They were joined by 
Marian Breitbart, Maylon Booth, 
Dale Price, Joanne Robinson and 
Susan and Richard Osanna. 

The shelter received donations 
from John and Gloria Nolan, Joan 
Harris, Joan Uhler, Diane Richmond, 
and Kevin Kennedy LLC. Walt and 
Cindy Grady sent a check, as did 
Nancy Issel-Mayes, Paula Patillo-
Dupree, Louis Toepfer and Virginia 
Krutilek.

Mary MacPherson joined Emily 
and Joseph Shea, John and Susanne 
Gallagher and Beverly More in 
donating generously to Midway 
Shelter last month. Clare and Steve 
Waterloo sent a generous donation, 
as did Barbara Anderson, Susan 
Finch, Regina Panzarino-Dimig, 
Martha Stebbins and Mary Butler.

Craig and Cynthia Stewart 
helped the women and children at 
Midway with a donation. They were 
joined by Rich and Susan Sherratt, 
Liz Rogers and Cathy Hagen. Carol 
Lancaster sent a donation as a 
Christmas gift to Paul Lancaster. 
Jacqueline MacMillan also donated 
in December. H. Leabah Winter sent 
a check, as did Lynda Sussman, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ulric Greczmiel, Karen 
Kenney, Anne Yee and Ruth Gray. 

John and Andrea Medulan 
donated in December. Virginia and 
David Miller, Serena, Katja Huebner 
and Gaurav Kapur sent checks, as 
did Ann Casper and Mark Irons, 
Lois Pryor, Mary Brownson, L. Elena 
Hernandez and Carolyn Smith.

Craig Valentine sent a donation 
last month. He was joined by David 
and Mary Jane Bratzler, Donna Lee 
Porter, Sharon and James Stehr and 
Kenneth Letsch and Jennifer Moss. 
Ann and Robert Kenyon helped the 
shelter with their donation, as did 
Elaine and Yun-Wen Hung, Patti 
Heimburger, Kathy Moehring and 
Bruce Knopf and Kari and Alan 
Thompson. Roger and JoAnn Dorn 
also sent a check. They were joined 
by W.E. Gibbs, Najee and Adilah 
Bilal, Frederica Kapp and Heidi and 
Robert Larsen. 

Al and Sandy Chavez donated 
last month, as did Virginia Crinnion, 
Kathryn Munn, Jean Smith-Castle, 
Theresa and Jeff Rude and M. Buck 
and Christine Buck. Joyce and 
David Denyven sent a donation, as 
did the Contreras brothers: Nando, 
Rey and Leo. They were joined by 
Glenn and Patti Itano, M. Jiménez, 
A. M. Volin and Sheila and Thomas 
Lewellyn. 

Kathryn and Alan Hanley donat-
ed to the shelter in December, as 
did Gary and Lily Yee, Dian Proto, 
Pamela Williams, Luise Roke, Richard 
Tabor DDS and Judith and William 
Norton. Julie Attias and Nadinie 
Barbera helped the women and chil-
dren with their donations. Suzanne 
Bryant, Bill and Shirley Longwell and 
Jack and Angela Chan MD also sent 
checks. Felice Zensius and Henrietta 
Mendelsohn donated in memory of 
Joanne McKray. Robyn Wu, Mary 
Lou Kurtz, Garrienne Nakano and 
Jim Hager all opened their hearts 
and wallets in December. 

If you would like to see your 
name among the generous January 
donors, send a check to Alameda 
Homeless Network, P.O. Box 951, 
Alameda CA 94501. To learn more, 
call 523-2377 or visit www.midway 
shelter.org

— Ginny Krutilek

Appalled at the theater
Editor:

On Dec. 23, I went to see the 
7 p.m. show of Rogue One at the 
Alameda Theatre & Cineplex and 
experienced a very upsetting 
incident. On certain weekend 
evenings in the historic theatre, 
“Alameda’s Got Talent” is held 
prior to the film to showcase local 
performers. I have seen the show 
quite a few times and thought it 
was a fun way to experience the 
talents of those in our community. 
The magician Steve Nelson is usu-
ally there performing magic tricks 
and telling corny jokes. 

However, my feelings about 
“Alameda’s Got Talent” changed 
after seeing a recent perfor-
mance by Nelson. On the evening 
of Dec. 23. Nelson told a racist 

joke regarding Iran sanctions that 
ended with a punchline which ste-
reotypically assumed that all con-
venience store clerks are Iranian. 
He followed this up with an inap-
propriate joke regarding Iraq indi-
cating that all the Walmarts in the 
country have been turned into 
Targets. 

I was in shock and very upset 
after hearing the first joke. Others 
in the audience actually booed. 
Due to the upcoming Christmas 
holiday, there were many families 
in the audience. I was extreme-
ly appalled that the children in 
attendance were exposed to such 
messages of racism. With such 
ignorant jokes, what kind of exam-
ple is Nelson setting for our chil-
dren? I do not think any of us who 
came to see a showing of Rogue 
One expected to be subjected to 
such words of hate.

Given the current political 
climate and the November inci-
dent involving racist graffiti at an 
Alameda elementary school, this 
kind of intolerance has no place in 
Alameda. The motto that “every-
one belongs here” has recently 
popped up in many places all 
over town.

I am a strong believer in this 
message and would like to request 
that the Alameda Theatre & 
Cineplex remove Nelson as there 
is no place for him here based on 

his recent performance. I report-
ed this matter to the Alameda 
Theatre management, but I am not 
sure what steps (if any) will be 
taken. I am submitting this letter 
as I thought it important that oth-
ers in our community be aware of 
this hurtful incident.

— Jennifer Lee

Setting things straight
Editor: 

I would like to reply to a 
recent commentary by Lynda 
Sussman (“Election Results 
Causing Sleepless Nights, Shame, 
Dec. 22) and letter by Don Arnold 
(Unqualified, divisive, Dec. 29).

Sussman and Arnold both ago-
nize about the losing Democratic 
presidential candidate Hillary 
Clinton. They are outraged 
because she had the “entire 
Democratic apparatus behind 
her,” she received more popu-
lar votes than Trump, and we 
have elected “the most unquali-
fied, inexperienced and divisive 
candidate.” 

Did Hillary have all the 
Democrats behind her? President 
Barack Obama very much disliked 
Bill and Hillary Clinton, and she 
was his last choice to succeed 
him after Vice President Joseph 
Biden and Senator Elizabeth 
Warren backed out. He “endorsed” 

Storing Energy as 
Heat is Feasible

Solar collec-
tors should be 
required for every 
new construction 
and for refitting of 
most large exist-
ing buildings.

Hilary with much angst and 
reluctance to “preserve” the 
Democratic party.

Hillary received the major-
ity of the popular vote only 
in large-population areas 
of California, New York, 
Massachusetts, etc. The found-
ers of our Republic designed an 
Electoral College to offset the 
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