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401 Melrose - OPEN HOUSE - SUN 2-4 - Offered at $849,000
A Gardener’s Delight - This 1952 single-level home has an amazing yard for gardening 
& entertaining. Mature plants, lush lawn and an oversized brick patio create outdoor  
living perfection. Inside is 1505 sf of freshly-painted living space with updated flooring, a  
sunny kitchen, stainless steel appliances, a gas range, tile counters, 3 bedrooms (each with 
ample closets), 1.5 baths, a large laundry/mud room and a small, 1 car, garage.

REMAX TRIBUTE  
CABRE #01394083

2437 Santa Clara Ave
Alameda, CA 94501

www.DiscoverAlameda.com

510.813.5273
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Mindy Hart-Shaw DRE#00911912 - 510.882.5371

ROBERT BURKE ROOFING

CRAFTSMAN IN ALL TYPES OF ROOFING & WATER PROOFING
WE SERVICE RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ROOFING

FREE ESTIMATES AT NO CHARGE

24-HOUR EMERGENCY LEAK REPAIR

“Serving the Entire Bay Area!”“Serving the Entire Bay Area!”

510.326.1367 LIC.#822709

3 Generations of 
Roofing Experience

STRAUS CARPETS
Over 40 Years in Business 

5-Star Rating on Yelp 
Green Certified

Formaldehyde Free 
Sustainable Options 

We believe the Alameda Sun provides local news and information that  
would not be covered by anyone or anything else. Opinions expressed by 

local residents on local matters would not have a voice anywhere else.  
We need to know if you read this ad.  

Please email Tom@strauscarpets.com and let us know.  
You may also call.

Express yourself. Listen to others. Support your local newspaper.

2828 Ford St. Oakland • 510.428.2828
www.strauscarpets.com

MEDICARE  
ENROLLMENT  

BEGINS OCT 15!

A health insurance 
agency exclusively 
for Medicare plans

Schedule a FREE consultation—
Limited spots available! 

Alameda South Shore Center 
510-629-4118   /   calyxadvantage.com

access expanded benefits under 
new 2019 plans.

In total, the analysis found 
that almost 80 percent of Alameda 
seniors would benefit from a differ-
ent Medicare plan in 2019. Though 
these statistics are alarming, they are 
not surprising. Choosing the right 
Medicare plan can be challenging. 

For starters, insurance jargon 
such as “co-insurance,” “deduct-
ibles” and “donut hole,” can be dif-
ficult to grasp and confusing. Even 
when one is savvy enough to under-
stand these terms, it can be techni-
cally difficult to calculate the true 
annual costs associated with each 
plan, taking into consideration doc-
tor co-pays, prescriptions, labs and 
procedures. The plan with the low-
est monthly premium is not always 
the cheapest overall.

And finally, plans prices and 
benefits change every year. 
Reassessing the best plan to fit 
one’s needs should be an annu-

al activity, though most seniors 
tend to stay on the same plan 
despite increasing costs. Insurers 
have been known to exploit this 
behavior with “invest, then har-
vest” strategies, where prices are 
intentionally low initially but esca-
late more rapidly over time. 

Before purchasing anything, 
including healthcare, it’s important 
to do some research. Given the 
complexity involved in choosing 
the right health plan, the recently 
launched Calyx Advantage offers 
free consultations to help people 
find a Medicare plan that meets 
their needs and budget. The 
Medicare annual enrollment period 
is Monday, Oct. 15, through Friday, 
Dec. 7, and is a good time to review 
options.

Calyx Advantage, a health insur-
ance agency exclusively for Medicare 
plans, is located in the Alameda 
South Shore Center. To schedule a 
free consultation, call 629-4118 or 
visitcalyxadvantage.com.

Medicare: Can cost less
Continued from page 1

Sun Staff Reports
The City of Alameda Public 

Works Department announced last 
week it will offer two public pre-
sentations on the newly released 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) flood maps for 
Alameda. 

Two meetings have been set, 
both take place at 7 p.m., the 
first on Wednesday, Oct. 3, at 
the Community of Harbor Bay 
Isle Homeowners Association, 
Poppy Room, ground floor, 3195 
Mecartney Rd. The second meeting 
will take place Thursday, Nov. 15, 
at City Hall, 2263 Santa Clara Ave., 
in the Council Chambers, on the 
third floor. 

FEMA recently revised and final-
ized the flood maps within Alameda 
County, which may affect the flood-
plain designation of property in the 
Island City. The new maps become 
effective on Friday, Dec. 21, and 
have added approximately 2,000 
parcels within the City of Alameda 
to the special flood hazard area, 
commonly known as the 100-year 
floodplain. 

A view of the new flood maps 
and their relationship to parcels 
appears at right. They can also 
be explored in great detail on 
the City’s CommunityView web-
site at alamedaca.gov/permits/ 
communityview.

To see the flood maps, click on 
the “Legend” icon, scroll down to 
the “Environmental” heading and 
click on “FEMA100yr62018.” 

The areas shown in blue are in  
the 100-year floodplain

The city must adopt the newly 
revised flood maps in order to con-
tinue participation in the National 
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). 
The NFIP allows property own-
ers apply for federally managed 
flood insurance, federally backed 
mortgages, federal grants and fed-
eral disaster relief. The program 
also provides a means for prop-
erty owners to financially protect 
themselves, from risks not covered 
by standard homeowner’s insur-
ance policies. Parcels mapped in 

the new flood zone are required to 
purchase flood insurance if they 
have a mortgage. 

For information on the NFIP and 
the insurance requirements visit-
floodsmart.gov or call (888) 379-
9531. For more information, con-
tact the Public Works Department 
at 747-7930 or floodmaps@ 
alamedaca.gov between the hours 
of 8 a.m. and 6 p.m., Monday 
through Thursday.

Contact Sun staff at editor@ 
alamedasun.com.

City to Discuss FEMA Flood Maps

City of Alameda

The image above was 
taken directly from 
the City of Alameda’s 
CommunityView website. 
The site provides informa-
tion on the new flood plain 
maps and many other geo-
graphic topics.
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