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Resident-centered care is the cornerstone of Oakmont’s 
Assisted Living and Memory Care Programs. Our highly 
experienced care team creates a personalized experience 

for our residents and peace of mind for their families.

The community you’ve imagined…
the care your loved one deserves.

RCFE #019200530Tours Available Daily!

Oakmont of Mariner Point
2400 Mariner Square Dr

Alameda, CA 94501
510-328-4313

oakmontofmarinerpoint.com

Personalized care plan • Restaurant-Style Dining
Medication management • Purposeful activity programs

Nursing on-site 7 days a week • Diabetic Wellness Program
Breathtaking Bay Views and Walking Paths

STRAUS CARPETS
Over 40 Years in Business 

5-Star Rating on Yelp 
Green Certified

Formaldehyde Free 
Sustainable Options 

We believe the Alameda Sun provides local news and information that  
would not be covered by anyone or anything else. Opinions expressed by 

local residents on local matters would not have a voice anywhere else.  
We need to know if you read this ad.  

Please email Tom@strauscarpets.com and let us know.  
You may also call.

Express yourself. Listen to others. Support your local newspaper.

2828 Ford St. Oakland • 510.428.2828
www.strauscarpets.com

All meetings are scheduled to 
take place at City Hall, 2263 Santa 
Clara Ave., Council Chambers, 
third floor unless otherwise noted. 
For more information see www. 
alamedaca.gov.

Thursday, Sept. 13
n 7 p.m. Recreation and Park 

Commission. Meetings held 
the second Thursday of each 
month.

Monday, Sept. 17
n 6:30 p.m. Rent Review 

Advisory Committee. Special 
meeting. Independence Plaza, 
Ruth Rambeau Memorial 
Community Room, 703 Atlantic 
Ave. For more information see 
alamedarentprogram.org.

n 7 p.m. Public Utilities Board. 
Meetings held the third Monday 
of each month. For more informa-
tion see alamedamp.com/about-
us/public-utilities-board.

Tuesday, Sept. 18
n 7 p.m. City Council. 

Meetings held the first and third 
Tuesday of each month. 

Monday, Sept. 24
n 7 p.m. Planning Board. 

Meetings held the second and 
fourth Monday of each month. 

Tuesday, Sept. 25
n 6 p.m. Alameda Unified 

School District Board of 
Education. For more information 
see alameda.k12.ca.us/boe.

Thursday, Sept. 27
n 7 p.m. Social Service Human 

Relations Board. Meetings held 
the fourth Thursday of the month.

Monday, Oct. 1
n 7 p.m. Open Government 

Commission. Meetings held the 
first Monday of February and 
October and as needed.

Tuesday, Oct. 2
n 7 p.m. City Council. 

Meetings held the first and third 
Tuesday of each month.

Wednesday, Oct. 3
n 5 p.m. Civil Service 

Board Meetings held the first 
Wednesday of each calendar 
quarter.

City Meeting Calendar

Jacqueline Mitchell
Have you ever wondered where 

the batteries used in our daily appli-
ances come from? The batteries con-
tain cobalt, a raw material mined in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
and often mined by children. 

I am a senior at Alameda High 
School. I am writing to reach out 
to the community in hopes of 
expanding my committee to cre-
ate a sister city in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, ideally the city 
of Kolwezi.

But why? We are in the Bay 
Area, home to the Silicon Valley, 
the hub of the tech world.

Much of the new technology 
includes rechargeable batteries 
with cobalt sourced from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. 
We purchase these products and, 
therefore, have a strong link to 
those who live at the cobalt’s 
source.

As consumers, we sometimes 
forget the human toll our consum-
erism has on others around the 
world. The biggest driving factor 
for this project for me is cobalt 
sourced through child labor. While 
tech giants like Google and Apple 
have spoken out against this and 
stated that they do not use cobalt 
sourced from child labor, there is 
still much work to be done in terms 
of justice for miners young and old.

By establishing a sister 
city in Kolwezi or another city 
that exports cobalt from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Alameda can help bring awareness 
about the human toll of the cobalt 
trade. I think Alameda is the per-
fect option because it is a close-
knit town with plenty of families 
located in the heart of the tech 
world. My vision for this project 
is to someday bring cobalt min-
ers (young and old) to talk about 
their experience at a Technology, 
Entertainment and Design (TEDx) 
event.

I am aware that this project 
is not one that will be completed 
within a couple of years, it might 
even take a decade. It is a long 
and arduous process to create and 
sustain a sister city. This is why 

my primary goal before I head off 
to college in the fall of next year, 
is to leave a strong foundation for 
the next student director at the 
Alameda Sister City Association 
to pick up from.

I am looking for any individu-

als willing to join the committee 
and stick with the project for 
years to come. I want to leave an 
amazing team and a strong plan 
behind for the next student direc-
tor so that this project will not fall 
through. 

If you are interested, email me 
at jacquelinemitchell2019@gmail.
com.

Jacqueline Mitchell is the 
Alameda Sister City Association’s 
student director.

Help Create Congolese Sister City
Student director provides perspective on new project

As consumers, we 
sometimes forget 
the human toll our 
consumerism has 
on others around 
the world.

Commentary

Sun Staff Reports

The City of Alameda pub-
lished a new report last week 
titled, “Feasibility Study of 
Six Public Access Pathways 
on Fernside Boulevard and 
Eastshore Drive.” The report 
is the result of studying the 
six public access pathways 
along Fernside Boulevard and 
Eastshore Drive and assesses 
what recreational uses are pos-
sible there. 

The report is the result of 
field surveys, studying tidal 
conditions and site reconnais-
sance, assessment and map-
ping. Consultants utilized crite-
ria for neighborhood and path-
way safety, parking availability, 
shoreline and water connection 
as well as ADA accessibility 
compliance. 

The pathway report was 
drafted at the direction of City 
Council last year and includes 
multiple options and associ-
ated cost estimates for each 
of the six pathways, as well as 
challenges and opportunities at 
each site. 

City staff will now solicit 
community feedback, bring a 
recommendation on the uses 
of each of the pathways to 
the Recreation and Parks 
Commission and return to the 
City Council for final approval.

Residents of Alameda can 
weigh in on the status and 
future of these small parks at  
three upcoming events. 

Facilitated Walk
City staff then plans to lead 

a walk to the affected areas 
Saturday, Sept. 29, from 2 to 4 
p.m.

The tour will begin at the 
Fernside Boulevard side 
of Lincoln Park between 
Liberty and Central avenues. 
Comfortable walking shoes rec-
ommended. No dogs permitted.

Community  
Listening Sessions

Two public meetings the 
city calls “Community Listening 
Sessions” have been set on this 
topic for Saturday, Oct. 6, from 
10 a.m. to noon and Thursday, 
Oct. 11, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Both community meetings 
will be held at City Hall, 2263 
Santa Clara Ave., in the Council 
Chambers on the third floor.

At the meetings and the walk 
city staff will provide informa-
tion about the feasible options 
and associated costs for each 
pathway from the report and 
receive public input on these 
concepts.  

The full report is available to 
download online at alamedaca.
gov/publicaccess. 

An online survey is avail-
able that mirrors the choices 
being presented at the meet-
ings. Those who cannot attend 
the meetings or walk can com-
plete the survey and add their 
perspectives to the discussion. 
The survey can be found at 
surveymonkey.com/r/eastend 
pathways.

For information about the 
report, contact Amy Wooldridge, 
Recreation and Park Department 
Director at awooldridge@ 
alamedaca.gov or 747-7570.

Contact Sun staff at editor@
alamedasun.com.

City Walk, Talks Set on East End ‘Pathways’


