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OPEN HOUSE  
Sunday 2-4PM

Great opportunity to live on  
Bay Farm in Alameda. This G-3 town-
house in Garden Isle is spacious enough 
for all. The Bright living room and for-
mal dining is perfect for entertaining. 
The kitchen has a counter area that is 
open to the family room. The upstairs 
master bedroom has an extended area 
for an office or space to relax and read. 
The other bedrooms are down the hall. 
This home is close to the HOA clubhouse 
& pool, schools, parks, golf course, 
shopping, restaurants, public transpor-
tation, and the Harbor Bay Ferry.

Offered at $749,000

REMAX TRIBUTE  
CalDRE #01394083

2437 Santa Clara Ave
Alameda, CA 94501

www.DiscoverAlameda.com

510.813.5273

Sales • Residential
Multi-Unit • Commercial

Consulting

Looking for a career change or just looking for a change?  Give me a call!

For more information, 
contact Ruth Masonek 

at 510-912-5055 or 
ruthmasonek@gmail.com.

ROBERT BURKE ROOFING

CRAFTSMAN IN ALL TYPES OF ROOFING & WATER PROOFING
WE SERVICE RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ROOFING

FREE ESTIMATES AT NO CHARGE

24-HOUR EMERGENCY LEAK REPAIR

“Serving the Entire Bay Area!”“Serving the Entire Bay Area!”

510.326.1367 LIC.#822709

3 Generations of 
Roofing Experience

Former East Bay Regional Park
Trustee, Doug Siden, who saved
'Crab Cove' as Open Space, 
endorses Tony for City Council!

Dorothy Freeman, who is
working to stop over-

building along the estuary,
endorses Tony, too!

www.daysog.com
Lawn Signs Available

tonydaysog@berkeley.edu

DAYSOG   COUNCILfor

PAID for By DAYSOG for COUNCIL 2018 (FPPC #1404765)

Sun Staff Reports
Local business and property 

owners can take advantage of a City 
of Alameda economic development 
program to spruce up their store-
fronts and improve the appearance 
of the city’s retail districts. 

Under the Façade Grant 
Program, business and prop-
erty owners may be eligible for 
matching grants for exterior 
painting, new awnings and signs, 
and other façade improvements. 
Grant amounts range from $500 to 
$15,000, depending on the type of 
work proposed. 

This year’s program includes 
a new special promotion. For the 

2018-19 program only, awnings 
will be reimbursed at a high-
er level. This year the city will 
pay up to 80 percent of the 
cost for awnings, up to $5,000. 
This includes the cost for new 
awnings, re-covering existing 
awnings, awning signs and all 
associated permits. 

The Façade Grant program has 
four Thursday application dead-
lines for the 2018-19 fiscal year:

• Sept. 20, 2018
• Nov. 29, 2018
• Feb. 28, 2019
• May 9, 2019
To be eligible for a façade grant, 

the commercial property must 

be located in one of the following 
areas:  

• Webster Street Business 
District 

• Downtown Alameda Business 
District

• Historic Stations (Grand, 
Mastick, Bay, South High Street, 
Chestnut, Morton, Versailles, 
Willow, Fifth Street, Caroline, High 
Street North and Stanton)

• Retail buildings near gateways 
into Alameda

For more information, visit 
alamedaca.gov/business/facade-
grant-program or contact Amanda 
Gehrke, Management Analyst, at 
747-6896.

City Re-Opens Façade 
Improvement Program

Courtesy photo

Tap Out Fitness, formerly Citibank, on Webster Street took advantage of the city’s 
Façade Grant Program to refurbish their building.

All meetings are scheduled to 
take place at City Hall, 2263 Santa 
Clara Ave., Council Chambers, 
third floor unless otherwise noted. 
For more information see www. 
alamedaca.gov.

Tuesday, Aug. 14
n 7 p.m. Alameda Unified 

School District Board of 
Education. Meetings held the 
second and fourth Tuesday of 
each month. Info: alameda.k12.
ca.us/boe.

Wednesday, Aug. 15
n 5 p.m. Civil Service Board. 

Conference room 360. Meetings 

held the first Wednesday of each 
calendar quarter.

Tuesday, Aug. 28
n 7 p.m. Alameda Unified 

School District Board of Education. 
Meetings held the second and 
fourth Tuesday of each month. 
Info: alameda.k12.ca.us/boe.

City Meeting Calendar

Business property owners can receive financial help

AFD Can 
Help Those 
in Need

Sun Staff Reports
Alameda Fire Department’s 

Senior Safety and Accessibility pro-
gram provides much-needed servic-
es to low-to-moderate income resi-
dents older than 62 and to the dis-
abled of any age. The program pro-
vides and installs the newly required 
10-year-maintenance-free smoke and 
carbon monoxide detectors.

The program can also provide 
and install grab bars, handrails and 
raised toilets. Safety items includ-
ing nightlights, flashlights and 
grab sticks are also available. AFD 
recently expanded the program to 
include small ramps.

Alameda residents may call 
Maria Young at 337-2133 to qualify 
for the program.

Newspaper 101
Dennis Evanosky

On Dec. 4, I will celebrate my 
25th anniversary in the newspa-
per business. My career has been 
an interesting one. One aspect of 
my job often bothered me, how-
ever. I often watched in dismay as 
editors read letters they received 
and laughed at most of them. They 
sometimes posted them for further 
derision or scorn. Most of the edi-
tors would throw the letters into 
the trash can or delete them. The 
“victims” in this charade would call 
or stop by to ask about their letters 
and staff would simply lie to them. 

I promised myself if I was ever 
in charge of a newspaper not only 
would I never do this to anyone, but 
I would open my opinion pages as a 
community forum. When I became 
co-publisher of the Alameda Sun, I 
was delighted to learn not only did 
Eric J. Kos share my idea, he had 
been putting it in practice for years.  

We publish letters, all of them. 
However, in order to continue this, 
we need two favors from our let-
ter writers. Please stop writing 
letters that personally attack or 
make fun of anyone, directly or 
indirectly. Please do not dress your 
opinions as facts. If you have an 
opinion, state it as such. Over the 
last weeks, more and more letter 
writers are doing these things.

One recent writer attempted to 
share misinformation as facts, and 
then made fun of Doug Biggs at 
the Alameda Point Collaborative. 
A second letter writer decided to 
attack Vice-Mayor Malia Vella. We 
ran the first letter and edited it, 
as our policy clearly states we are 
allowed to do. We are not running 
the second letter.  

Biggs did not initiate the con-
cept of placing services for the 
homeless at Crab Cove; the fed-
eral government did. The letter 
writer implied that Biggs should go 
back to Alameda Point to a place 
she cruelly called a “permanent 
shelter for 500 homeless.” Does 

that include the abused women at 
Midway Shelter?  

The second letter writer failed 
to remember that an investiga-
tion cleared Vella of wrongdoing. 
Further, Vella did not draw up for-
mer City Manager Jill Keimach’s 
severance agreement. City Attorney 
Janet Kern and Keimach’s attor-
neys drew that up. Vella was one 
of two Councilmembers who voted 
against it.  

Why are no letter writers after 
Councilmember Jim Oddie who 
was not cleared of wrongdoing 
and voted for the settlement? Why 
is there no criticism of the other 
“Yes” votes, Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft 
and Frank Matarrese? Is it because 
they are people with the correct 
skin color?

Is everyone really welcome 
here?  

The Sun will no longer accept 
letters with personal attacks of any 
kind. Nor will it take on the task of 
fact-checking letters. If the Sun sees 
the need to fact-check a letter, it 
simply will not publish that letter.

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

Letter writers abuse Sun’s policies


