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STRAUS CARPETS
Over 40 Years in Business 

5-Star Rating on Yelp 
Green Certified

Formaldehyde Free 
Sustainable Options 

We believe the Alameda Sun provides local news and information that  
would not be covered by anyone or anything else. Opinions expressed by 

local residents on local matters would not have a voice anywhere else.  
We need to know if you read this ad.  

Please email Tom@strauscarpets.com and let us know.  
You may also call.

Express yourself. Listen to others. Support your local newspaper.

2828 Ford St. Oakland • 510.428.2828
www.strauscarpets.com

REMAX TRIBUTE  
CABRE #01394083
2437 Santa Clara Ave
Alameda CA 94501
www.DiscoverAlameda.com

510.813.5273

Sales
  Residential
    Multi-Unit
      Commercial
        Consulting

Looking for a career change or  
just looking for a change?  

Give me a call!

FOR SALE • OPEN HOUSE 1-4 • SUNDAY, APRIL 22   
3313 Eugenia Ct. • Offered at 1,299,000

This beautiful ranch home is first time ever on market. Built in 1966 an Alameda family has kept this home 
impeccably maintained. Pride of ownership shows through here. This 3 bedroom, 2 bath main home, has 
a large Family Room, Formal Dining, Sunken living room and refinished Oak hardwood floors with a Low 
maintenance rear yard. In addition there is an in-law unit in the rear of the home that has 1 bedroom, 1 bath, 
large entertainment area, laundry and a spacious bar/entertainment area.

Call Jimmi Ward • 510-918-WARD (9273)

In addition to certified Apple and 
PC computer services, we also offer 

web services and repair and recovery 
of smartphones and other devices.

WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS!

Put my 20 years of experience to work for you.

The Computer Ward

Data Recovery
Remote Services
Diagnostics
Hard Disk Replacement
RAM Upgrades
Cracked Screen Repairs
Expert Laptop Repairs
Virus Abatement
Computer Setup
Home & Office Networking
Maintenance & Troubleshooting 

Services Include:

IS YOUR COMPUTER SICK?
Well, the Doctor is IN!

All Operating Systems Supported

O’ Connell Electric Scooters
Bye Bye Gasoline...

Reliable Transportation • Perfect for Getting Around the Island
Sales • Service • Accessories • Adult • Industrial

We Service What We Sell

510-865-7255
2363 Mariner Square Dr., Suite 146, Alameda

oconnell0123@gmail.com

Oconnellelectricscooters.com

Disclosure: The information contained herein has been prepared solely for informational purposes 
and is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to sell any security. This may only be made by 
an Official Statement. For CA residents, the bonds may be exempt from Federal, CA State, and local 
income taxes. Ross, Sinclaire & Associates, LLC is a registered broker-dealer, a municipal advisor, an 
investment advisor registered with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), and a mem-
ber of FINRA, the MSRB, and SIPC. Registration with the SEC does not imply a certain level of skill or 
training. Investment Products are Not FDIC Insured, Offer No Bank Guarantee, May Lose Value.

Ross, Sinclaire & Associates LLC  
is pleased to announce that we will be a  

Co-Manager in an upcoming issue of tax-exempt 
bonds by the Alameda Unified School District.   

For information and a copy of the Preliminary or  
Official Statement (when it becomes available),  

please contact Dave Hart at 510-769-1039  
or dhart@rsanet.com.

R S A
Ross, Sinclaire & Associates, LLC 

Dennis Evanosky
At a closed-door meeting on 

Monday, the City Council unani-
mously voted to instruct City 
Attorney Janet Kern to “refer 
the audio recordings to the 
Alameda County District Attorney 
Nancy O’Malley.” Jill Keimach 
made the recordings of two City 
Councilmembers when she was 
serving as City Manager.  Some 
hope that O’Malley will turn the 
tapes over to a civil grand jury.  

Like other counties across the 
state and country, Alameda County 
has two types of grand juries: 
criminal and civil. Criminal grand 
jurors review evidence produced 
by the district attorney to deter-
mine whether persons should be 
indicted for criminal offenses. The 
civil grand jury, on the other hand, 
investigates the workings and effi-
ciencies of county and local govern-
ments. Among its several duties, 
a civil grand jury is charged with 
investigating charges of willful 
misconduct by public officials or 
employees. 

In the eyes of some, willful 
misconduct in this case involves 
Keimach’s surreptitious taping 
of Vice-Mayor Malia Vella and 
Councilman Jim Oddie. Keimach 
alleges that the pair were trying 
to pressure her into hiring the 
Alameda firefighters’ choice for a 
new fire chief, Domenick Weaver. 

In the eyes of others, the will-
ful misconduct involves Vella 
and Oddie allegedly interfering 
with Keimach’s hiring of Edmond 
Rodriquez instead of Weaver. Did 
Keimach break the law or was she 
protecting herself? Did Oddie and 
Vella break the City Charter or were 
they pressuring Keimach to hire the 
best person for the job?  

The legal answers to these ques-
tions now lie in O’Malley’s hands. 

This brings the matter full cir-
cle back to closed-door meetings. 
Did the City Council have the right 
to discuss these matters, hire an 
investigator at taxpayers’ expense, 

receive that report and vote on 
Keimach’s fate all behind closed 
doors?

Investigating matters that city 
councils choose to ponder outside 
the public eye is nothing new to the 
grand jury. During its last session 
the grand jury investigated com-
plaints that the Oakland City Council 
made important decisions about the 
development of city-owned prop-
erty behind closed doors. 

The grand jury examined City 
Council actions concerning three 
parcels of city-owned property. 
Council and staff held more than 
45 closed-session meetings for 
these projects, valued at more 
than $500 million. The grand 
jury found that the Oakland City 
Council “discussed key matters 
such as project vision, feasibil-
ity, and proposal requirements 
in closed session. In addition the 
Oakland City Council deliberated 
about and selected the project 

developers in private meetings 
not subject to public scrutiny. 

“When deliberations occur in 
closed sessions, the public and 
those doing business with the city 
are given the perception that back-
room deals are being made,” the 
grand jury stated as part of its 
conclusion in the matter. 

In addition the grand jury con-
cluded that people do not yield 
their sovereignty to the agencies 
which serve them. “The people, in 
delegating authority, do not give 
their public servants the right to 
decide what is good for the people 
to know and what is not good for 
them to know. The people insist 
on remaining informed so that 
they may retain control over the 
instruments they have created,” 
the grand jury stated. 

Will conclusions like these play 
out in any investigations stemming 
from the tapes the city will soon 
hand over to O’Malley?

Grand Jury May Loom 
on Council’s Horizon

City: Council meets to discuss City 
Manager’s future in closed session
Continued from page 1

All meetings are scheduled to 
take place at City Hall, 2263 Santa 
Clara Ave., Council Chambers, 
third floor unless otherwise noted. 
For more information see www. 
alamedaca.gov.

Monday, April 23
n 7 p.m. Planning Board 

Meeting. Meetings held sec-
ond and fourth Mondays of the 
month.

Tuesday, April 24
n 6 p.m. Alameda Unified 

School District Board of 
Education. Meetings held sec-
ond and fourth Tuesdays of each 
month. For more information, see  
alameda.k12.ca.us/boe)

Thursday, April 26
n 7 p.m. Social Service Human 

Relations Board. Meetings held 
fourth Thursdays of each month. 

Tuesday, May 1
n 7 p.m. City Council. 

Meetings held the first and third 
Tuesdays of each month. 

Tuesday, May 8
n 6 p.m. Alameda Unified 

School District Board of 
Education. Meetings held sec-
ond and fourth Tuesdays of 
each month. For more infor-
mation, see www.alameda.k12.
ca.us/boe.

n 6:30 p.m. Golf Commission. 

Special Meeting. Conference 
Room 360.

Wednesday, May 9
n 6:30 p.m. Library Board. 

Conference Room 224, Second 
Floor, Main Library, 1550 Oak 
St. Meetings held on the second 
Wednesday every other month 
at 6 p.m.

Thursday, May 10
n 7 p.m. Recreation and Park 

Commission. Meetings held sec-
ond Thursday of each month.

Tuesday, May 15
n 7 p.m. City Council. 

Meetings held the first and third 
Tuesdays of each month.

City Meeting Calendar

Alameda firefighter’s union president 
and Alameda Fire Department (AFD) 
fire captain Domenick Weaver as the 
new fire chief. Keimach wrote a let-
ter to the Council on Oct. 2 detailing 
her account. The next day she hired 
former Salinas Fire Chief Edmond 
Rodriguez. During her meeting with 
the investigator she told him about 
the secret audio recording.

“I gave the investigator the tape 
of the meeting,” said Keimach. “I told 
him what happened at the meeting. 
Then I told him, ‘if you interview 
Vella and she tells a different story 
I have the tape of what was said.’” 

Keimach said the investigator 
did not want the tape at first, but 
after he interviewed Vella he asked 
for the tape.

Keimach recorded the meeting 
because she “knew they were going 
to ask something of me that I knew 
wasn’t right.” In the days leading up 
to the meeting Oddie made it appar-
ent to her it would be beneficial for 
the council to hire Weaver to gain 
the union’s support.

According to the Alameda City 
Charter Section 7.3, “Neither the 

Council nor any of the members 
thereof shall interfere with the exe-
cution by the City Manager of his or 
her powers and duties.”

When Oddie and Vella asked 
Keimach for the meeting she felt 
uneasy.

“I was very nervous and very 
concerned,” said Keimach. “I asked 
the city attorney if I could record 
the meeting. She gave me approval. 
I did not have time to consult with 
my own attorney because the meet-
ing was unplanned.”

At the meeting Keimach said 
Oddie and Vella told her, among 
other things, “Weaver would be 
important to hire to avoid any 
morale issue and avoid a poten-
tial community public safety issue 
similar to the Raymond Zack con-
troversy.”

Making secret audio record-
ings in California is against the 
law. According to California Penal 
Code § 632, “California’s wiretap-
ping law is a “two-party consent” 
law. California makes it a crime to 
record or eavesdrop on any confi-
dential communication, including a 
private conversation or telephone 

call, without the consent of all par-
ties to the conversation.” However, 
there is flexibility of the law under a 
whistleblower clause.

California Penal Code 633.5 
states, “Nothing in Section § 632 
prohibits one party to a confiden-
tial communication from recording 
the communication for the purpose 
of obtaining evidence reasonably 
believed to relate to the commission 
by another party to the communica-
tion of the crime of extortion, kid-
napping, bribery, any felony involv-
ing violence against the person.”

Now the matter will be up to the 
Alameda County District Attorney 
to decide. Olson said he would 
be “very surprised if any charges 
resulted from this.” 

More than 30 people spoke at 
the public comment portion of the 
meeting. All but two supported 
Keimach with signs calling for her 
reinstatement.

The Sun reached out to Oddie 
and Vella for comment. Oddie chose 
not to comment, while calls to Vella 
were not returned.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@
alamedasun.com.


