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STRAUS CARPETS
Over 40 Years in Business 

5-Star Rating on Yelp 
Green Certified

Formaldehyde Free 
Sustainable Options 

We believe the Alameda Sun provides local news and information that  
would not be covered by anyone or anything else. Opinions expressed by 

local residents on local matters would not have a voice anywhere else.  
We need to know if you read this ad.  

Please email Tom@strauscarpets.com and let us know.  
You may also call.

Express yourself. Listen to others. Support your local newspaper.

2828 Ford St. Oakland • 510.428.2828
www.strauscarpets.com

REMAX TRIBUTE  
CABRE #01394083
2437 Santa Clara Ave
Alameda CA 94501
www.DiscoverAlameda.com

510.813.5273

Sales
  Residential
    Multi-Unit
      Commercial
        Consulting

Looking for a career change or  
just looking for a change?  

Give me a call!

COMING SOON!!!   
Beautiful ranch property, with additional living in the rear of lot  

for in-laws. Lot is approx. 10000 sqft.  
Living area is approx 2800 sqft.

Call Jimmi Ward • 510-918-WARD (9273)

In addition to certified Apple and 
PC computer services, we also offer 

web services and repair and recovery 
of smartphones and other devices.

WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS!

Put my 20 years of experience to work for you.

The Computer Ward

Data Recovery
Remote Services
Diagnostics
Hard Disk Replacement
RAM Upgrades
Cracked Screen Repairs
Expert Laptop Repairs
Virus Abatement
Computer Setup
Home & Office Networking
Maintenance & Troubleshooting 

Services Include:

IS YOUR COMPUTER SICK?
Well, the Doctor is IN!

All Operating Systems Supported

O’ Connell Electric Scooters
Bye Bye Gasoline...

Reliable Transportation • Perfect for Getting Around the Island
Sales • Service • Accessories • Adult • Industrial

We Service What We Sell

510-865-7255
2363 Mariner Square Dr., Suite 146, Alameda

oconnell0123@gmail.com

Oconnellelectricscooters.com

All meetings are scheduled to 
take place at City Hall, 2263 Santa 
Clara Ave., Council Chambers, 
third floor unless otherwise noted. 
For more information see www. 
alamedaca.gov.

Tuesday, April 3
n 7 p.m. City Council. 

Meetings held the first and third 
Tuesdays of each month.

Wednesday, April 4
n 5 p.m. Civil Service 

Board. Meetings held the first 
Wednesday of each quarter.

n 6 p.m. Public Art 
Commission. Meetings held the 
fourth Wednesday of each month 
in Room 360 and as needed.

Monday, April 9
n 7 p.m. Planning Board. 

Meetings held second and 
fourth Mondays of each month.

Tuesday, April 10
n 6 p.m. Alameda Unified 

School District Board of 
Education. Meetings held sec-
ond and fourth Tuesdays of 
each month. For more infor-
mation, see www.alameda.k12.

ca.us/boe.
n 6:30 p.m. Golf Commission. 

Special Meeting. Conference 
Room 360.

Wednesday, April 11
n 6:30 p.m. Commission on 

Disability. Meetings held sec-
ond Wednesday of every other 
month.

Thursday, April 12
n 7 p.m. Recreation and 

Park Commission. Meetings 
held second Thursday of each 
month.

Tuesday, April 17
n 7 p.m. City Council. 

Meetings held the first and third 
Tuesdays of each month.

Monday, April 23
n 7 p.m. Planning Board 

Meeting. Meetings held sec-
ond and fourth Mondays of the 
month.

Tuesday, April 24
n 6 p.m. Alameda Unified 

School District Board of 
Education. Meetings held sec-
ond and fourth Tuesdays 

of each month. (Info:  
alameda.k12.ca.us/boe)

Thursday, April 26
n 7 p.m. Social Service 

Human Relations Board. 
Meetings held fourth 
Thursdays of each month. 

Tuesday, May 1
n 7 p.m. City Council. 

Meetings held the first and third 
Tuesdays of each month.

Thursday, May 10
n 7 p.m. Recreation and 

Park Commission. Meetings 
held second Thursday of each 
month.

Monday, May 14
n 7 p.m. Planning Board. 

Meetings held second and 
fourth Mondays of each month.

Tuesday, May 15
n 6 p.m. Alameda Unified 

School District Board of 
Education. Meetings held sec-
ond and fourth Tuesdays of 
each month. For more infor-
mation, see www.alameda.k12.
ca.us/boe.

Calendar of Upcoming City Meetings

Dennis Evanosky
With this article the Alameda 

Sun continues its primer on the 
workings of city government. This 
week the Sun takes a look at the 
way individual residents can influ-
ence the quality-of-life decisions 
that the city makes. They can do 
so by sitting on one of Alameda’s 
13 boards and commissions or on 
its single committee. Serving with 
any of these entities gives residents 
a voice in their local city govern-
ment.

The differences between boards 
and commissions remain difficult 
to explain, because, in many cases, 
their roles overlap and, oftentimes, 
it simply comes down to pedantics. 
The role of most commissions is 
limited to advising the City Council. 
While boards also play an advi-
sory role, some — like the Planning 
Board and the Public Utilities Board 
— have administrative, regulatory 
or review authority. 

The city has eight boards, five 
commissions and one committee. 
Let’s have a look at each of them 
the roles they play and when they 
meet. 

n The Civil Service Board 
establishes and reviews the city’s 
Civil-service system policies and 
makes recommendations to the 
City Council. The board meets at 
5 p.m., the first Wednesday of each 
calendar quarter — January, April, 
July and October — in Conference 
Room 360 at City Hall. The board 
will meet next Wednesday, April 4. 

n The Historical Advisory 
Board advises the City Council 
about protecting historical resourc-
es that serve as visible reminders 
of Alameda’s history and heritage. 
The board meets at 7 p.m. the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month in the 
City Hall Council Chambers. The 
board’s next meeting is Tuesday, 
April 10. These meetings are often 
canceled when the board has no 
items on its agenda to consider. 

n The Library Board advises 
the City Council on matters per-
taining to the library. The board 
meets the second Wednesday 
of every other month at 6 p.m. 
in Conference Room 224 of the 
Alameda Free Library, 1550 Oak St. 
The board’s next scheduled meet-
ing is set to take place Wednesday, 
May 16. 

n The Pension Board admin-
isters the pension plans for the 
Alameda Fire and Police depart-
ments. The board meets the last 
Monday of January, April, July and 
October at 4:30 p.m. Meetings are 
held in Room 391 at City Hall. The 
board’s next scheduled meeting is 
Monday, April 30.

n The Planning Board inves-
tigates and recommends plans 
that pertain to Alameda’s develop-
ment and improvement. The board 
meets at 7 p.m., the second and 
fourth Monday of each month in 
the City Hall Council Chambers. 
The board's next meeting is sched-
uled for Monday, April 9. 

n The Public Utilities Board 
oversees Alameda Municipal 
Power’s policies and operations. 
The board meets at 7 p.m. the third 
Monday of each month in the City 
Hall Council Chambers. Its next 
meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m., 
Monday, April 16. 

n The Social Service Human 
Relations Board assesses and 
reports Alameda’s social-service 
needs to the City Council. The 
board also encourages the forma-
tion of private social welfare orga-
nizations to serve unmet social-
service needs. 

The board meets from January 

A look at the City of Alameda’s boards and commissions
Individual residents can influence the 
quality-of-life decisions that the city 
makes by sitting on one of Alameda’s 
13 board and commissions or on its 
Rent Review Advisory Committee. 

to October at 7 p.m., on the 
fourth Thursday of each month. In 
November and December, the board 
meets at 7 p.m. on the first Monday 
of the month. The meetings are held 
in the City Hall Council Chambers. 
The next scheduled meeting for 
the Social Service Board is set for 
Thursday, April 26. 

n The Successor Agency 
Oversight Board: On Feb. 1, 2011, 
the state of California dissolved 
some 400 redevelopment agen-
cies, including the one in Alameda. 
State law required the formation 
of “successor agencies” to over-
see the winding down of these 
redevelopment agencies. State 
law requires that each successor 
agency has an oversight board 
that supervises its work. 

The board is comprised of rep-
resentatives of the local agencies 
that serve the redevelopment proj-
ect area. These include the city, 
Alameda County, any special dis-
tricts and K-14 educational agen-
cies. This board has a fiduciary 
responsibility to holders of enforce-
able obligations, as well as to the 
local agencies that would benefit 
from property tax distributions 
from the former redevelopment 
project area. This board meets, as 
required, once a year.

n The Commission on Disability 
advises the Mayor, City Council, 
department directors and other 
boards and commissions on issues 
pertaining to the disability com-
munity. 

This commission meets on the 
second Wednesday of the even-
mumbered months at 6:30 p.m. in 
the City Hall Council Chambers. 

Get Directly Involved in 
Quality of Life Decisions 

The board’s next scheduled meet-
ing is Wednesday, April 11.

n The Golf Commission advis-
es the City Council on golf-course-
related issues. 

This commission meets the sec-
ond Tuesday of January, March, 
May, July, September and November 
at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall. The com-
mission has its next scheduled 
meeting set for Tuesday, April 10. 

n The Open Government 
Commission advises the City 
Council on appropriate ways to 
implement the Sunshine Ordinance. 
The committee meets the first 
Monday of the month as needed. 

n The Public Art Commission 
reviews proposals for art in the city 
required of private and municipal 
development projects with con-
struction costs exceeding $250,000. 

The commission meets on an 
as-needed basis. Meetings are 

typically scheduled for the fourth 
Wednesday at 6 p.m. in Room 360 
at City Hall. The commission will 
meet next on Wednesday, April 4.

n The Recreation and Parks 
Commission advises, coordinates 
and guides issues pertaining to 
parks and recreational facilities. 
This commission meets on the sec-
ond Thursday of each month at 7 
p.m. in City Hall Council Chambers. 
Its next scheduled meeting is 
Thursday, April 12. 

n The Transportation 
Commission advises the City 
Council on transportation policies 
and monitor implementation of 
approved plans.  

This commission meets on the 
fourth Wednesday of every other 
month on the odd numbered 
months at 7 p.m. in the City Hall 
Council Chambers. 

The next scheduled 

Transportation Commission meet-
ing is set for Wednesday, May 23.

n The Rent Review Advisory 
Committee helps support the dia-
log between Alameda’s landlords 
and tenants regarding rent increas-
es. The committee meets at 6:30 
p.m., the first Monday of the month 
at Independence Plaza, 703 Atlantic 
Ave.

Its next secheduled meeing is 
Monday, May 7. The committee’s 
schedule may vary depending on 
volume of rent increases submitted.

Most of the meetings listed above 
are held at City Hall, 2263 Santa 
Clara Ave. The Council Chambers 
are located on the third floor. 

To find out more about any city 
meeting or commission, visit www.
alamedaca.gov.

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.


