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Duane Watson
For the 23 years we’ve been doing this 

show, I’ve had the opportunity to meet some 
of the great car collectors from the Island 
City and beyond. These three people in par-
ticular have given a lot of time and energy to 
make Park Street’s show great.

 
Frank Ghiglione

Frank Ghiglione has been collecting cars 
for more than 45 years. His first car was a 
’38 Chevy. When he bought his second hot 
rod in 1970, he knew that he was hooked for 
life. It also helps to have an understanding 
wife. 

Winnie likes the collection and the joy it 
brings Frank. He has been to hundreds of 
shows over the years. He still likes hanging 
out with his buddies and talking shop. He 
now goes to about 10 shows a year. He also 
helps sponsor shows (check your T-shirt). 
His favorite car is a ’32 Ford. 

His collection includes neon signs and 
gas pumps. 

Frank’s advice: When buying a car, do 
your homework: Who built it? Is it metal or 
fiberglass? Is the builder credible? Watch the 
price. Oh, and do your homework. (He can’t 
say that enough.) 

When I asked Frank if he was done col-
lecting, he said, “Yes, for the time being.” 

We thank Frank and Rodgers Trucking 
for being there over the years. The Alameda  
Classic Car Show is better thanks to his 
efforts. 

Sandi Perry
A transplanted Texan, Sandi has called 

Alameda home for the last 45 years. Her first 
car was a 1969 Falcon. 

The fact that her father wanted a boy 
never stopped her. She started working on 
cars with her dad and never looked back.

She and her late husband, Larry, start-
ed showing cars in the ‘70s, when their 
Corvette landed on the cover of Car Craft. 
They would be gone for a show almost 
every weekend. Sandi now goes to about 10 
shows a year. 

Her favorite car is the 1965 GTO or 
T-Bucket. Her favorite show is the Park 
Street Classic Car Show. She only has four 
cars at the moment, because of space. 

She sees more women collecting cars 
now that there’s less stereotyping and more 
women in the garage. 

More people, especially empty nesters, 
are building and showing cars. It’s a great 
way to meet people and see old school 
friends. 

Sandi’s advice: You are better off buying 
a car that’s done and changing it to your 
liking. It’s cheaper that way. 

Steve Mentch
A local Alameda car builder, Steve built 

his first race car in 1953. He didn’t start 
driving until the next year. His career spans 
more than 60 years. He actively drove until 
1978. He drove cars for set-up and tuning 
well into the 1990s including stock and  
modified sprint.

He was six points out of 150 in ’74. He 
still owns the fastest time for a hard top at 
the Vallejo Speedway. Steve was crew chief 
for the 1992 NCMA car from 1994 to 1998. He 
won a championship in 1995. 

Steve has two sons, Eric and Ted, and a 
grandson, Kyle. They have all been involved 
in racing. As of this writing Kyle is six points 
out of first in the micro-midget class in 
Northern California. 

Over his career, Steve has served as 
referee, tech inspector and mentor. He is a 
member of the BCRA Hall of Fame in both the 
hard-top and midget classes. He especially 
likes car shows for their people and old cars. 

Steve’s favorite car is the ’64 Chevelle; 
his comeback car is the Buick Riviera and 
his favorite truck is the Vallejo. 

Steve’s advice to racers: Don’t be greedy. 
Be calm, cool and collected. 

Duane Watson is the owner of Lee Auto 
Supply, the organizer of the Classic Car Show 
and the Treasurer of the Downtown Alameda 
Business Association.

Longtime Collectors Contribute to Show
Event organizer Duane Watson of Lee Auto Supply honors key people who make the Classic Car Show possible each year

Kevin Barrett
Without car collectors contributing their time energy and expense, scenes 
like this wouldn’t be possible. Don’t miss the amazing collections coming to 
Park Street this Saturday, Oct. 8. 


