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NOW IN STOCK!
AN ANOVA BOOK, WRITTEN BY THE PUBLISHERS OF 

THE ALAMEDA SUN

DENNIS EVANOSKY & ERIC J. KOS

LOST SAN FRANCISCO
142 PAGES OF STORIES AND PHOTOGRAPHS

ON THE LOST LANDMARKS OF SAN FRANCISCO

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW.

$20 + $5 SHIPPING = $25
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO ALAMEDA SUN AND MAIL 

TO: 3215J ENCINAL AVE. ALAMEDA, CA 94501

COPIES ARE AVAILABLE AT THE ALAMEDA SUN OFFICE 
(3215J ENCINAL AVE.) NOW!

Chuck Bianchi, CRS, ABR, e-PRO 
(510) 749-9866

Lovely 2 bedroom/2 bath condo with skylights in 
entry and bath. Also includes updated kitchen and 
baths, plush carpeting, laminate wood floors and 
laundry in unit. Located in a secure building close 
to BART. 1400Carpentier434.bianchis.biz

TOP FLOOR 
CONDO

1400 Carpentier #434
Asking $169,900

PENDING “Leading “Leading 
You You 

Home”Home”

Nancy Evans-Bianchi, CRS

(510) 908-9023

http://bianchis.biz

(Alameda) — A free work-
shop is being held for the par-
ents of college bound high 
school students at the Alameda 
High School Media Room on 
Tuesday, August 28. 

The workshop will focus on 
little-known ways of getting 
money for college, what you 
should be doing if you're the par-
ent of a freshman, sophomore, 
junior, or incoming senior, no 
matter how much income you 

make, or how good of a student 
you have, and how you can save 
$10,000.00 to $25000.00 if you 
act now. The class will include 
such topics as how to double or 
triple your eligibility for free 
grant money, the secret to send-
ing your child to a private or UC 
school for less than the cost of 
a junior college, and the single 
biggest mistake that 9 out of 10 
parents make when planning for 
college. 

The workshop date is Tuesday, 
August 28 at 6:30 p.m. The work-
shop will be held at the Alameda 
High School Media Room. The 
workshop is being taught by 
College Planning Specialists of 
the Bay Area, the nation’s leading 
expert on paying for college.  

The workshop is free, but lim-
ited by the size of the room. 
To reserve a seat, call 877-924-
3726 or register on line at www.
baycollegeplanners.com

Free workshop reveals 
7 ways to slash college costs

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

EAT. GOOD. FOOD.
Website coming mid-August!

Richard W. Rutter
At 6 p.m., Friday, July 27, the 

Alameda Unified School District 
(AUSD) school board convened a 
public meeting. On the agenda was 
the “Approval of a Property Lease 
Agreement with Legacy Partners I 
Alameda, LLC (a Delaware Limited 
Liability Company) for 26,720 
square feet of space in a building 
located at 2060 Challenger Drive, in 
the Marina Village.”

 The lease will run at an esti-
mated annual cost of $552,000 for 
six years. At the end of the lease, 
AUSD has the option to purchase 
the building outright. Oh yes, there 
is a $100,000 security deposit due 
upon signing the lease. 

If all goes according to plan, 
the AUSD administrative offices 
— some 80 employees — will be in 
brand-new, custom-built offices at 
this new location in early October. 

The stated reason for this move 
is the imminent hazard of Historic 
Alameda High School’s east wing’s 
total collapse in a large earth-
quake centered on the Hayward 
Fault. AUSD administration has 
stated that they have looked at 
all options in deciding where to 
relocate the existing administrative 
offices. They deemed the location 
described in the lease agreement 
as the “most fiscally neutral” over 
time. Alternative locations, if evalu-
ated, have not been publicly dis-
closed.

In their meeting, the school 
board approved the lease agree-
ment with a three-to-two vote. It 
cements AUSD’s commitment to 
rent a large amount of space off 
existing school property for an 
extended amount of time. It also 
assures the abandonment of all 
but the center portion of Historic 
Alameda High School for the fore-
seeable future. 

A significant amount of limited 
existing funds will, of necessity, 
now be committed to this move. 
Perhaps most disturbing, however, 
is the management decision for an 
extended relocation of the school 
district administrative staff to an 
outlying region, distant from the 
daily hustle and bustle of the dis-
trict’s campuses.

To illustrate this concern, I 
would like to relate the tale of the 
rise and fall of Umberslade Hall.

At the end of World War II, 
Europe and Japan struggled to 
recover from the near total physi-
cal, societal and economic dev-
astation wrought by war. Foreign 
exchange was key in resurrect-
ing collapsed economic systems, 
in order to house and feed large 
populations on the verge of starva-
tion. In dollar value, the three larg-
est exports from England during 
those early years were cars, Scotch 
whisky and motorcycles. 

At that time, the British motor-
cycle industry was by far the larg-
est in the world. Triumph exported 
60 percent of its annual produc-
tion, and BSA exported 80 percent. 
Other British motorcycle firms had 
similar figures. By the 1960s how-
ever, the Japanese, unencumbered 
by undercapitalization, antiquated 
factories, draconian union work 
rules, and unreliable products, were 
beginning to surpass the British by 
producing machines having supe-
rior reliability, performance, styling 
and service support. 

The British motorcycle industry 
imploded. Seeing foreign exchange 
and British jobs on the line, the 
British government guaranteed 
loans to the most viable compa-
nies that remained standing. In 
their own turnaround attempt, 
BSA-Triumph Group hired outside 
management, marketing and styl-
ing consultants. 

To house them, they leased a 
vacant 17th-century Baronial manor 
in the English countryside named 
Umberslade Hall. Ensconced in 
Umberslade Hall, the new manage-
ment team never had to cross paths 
with those denizens of the factories 
who might attempt to impart “a les-
son of the past,” or to cast doubts 
by saying, “That won’t work, and 
here’s why.” Quickly, “Umberslade 
Hall” became publicly known as 
“Slumberglade Hall.”

Perhaps the most egre-
gious byproduct of the time at 
“Slumberglade Hall” was a new 
common motorcycle frame design 
to be shared by the large capac-
ity BSA and Triumph machines. 
It was put into production with-
out delay. When large numbers of 
the new frame reached Triumph’s 
Meriden Works, it was discovered 
on the assembly line that the 
Triumph engine wouldn’t fit into 
the frame. 

The new frame created a seat so 
high that only those over six feet 
tall could straddle it. People of nor-
mal stature struggled to keep the 
bike upright at a stop.  Untold thou-
sands were spent by the factories, 
and by dealers who received initial 
batches of these machines, to make 
them right. But the damage was 
done. The customers turned ugly, 
and departed for Japanese product 
showrooms. 

Management’s residence at 
Umberslade Hall was a scant four 
years, from 1968 to 1972, when the 
BSA-Triumph Group itself implod-
ed. The consultants and attorneys 
all got paid, but the British tax-
payer was on the hook for the loans 
gone bad. Factories were closed, 
throwing several thousand workers 
out of work. Hundreds of motor-
cycle dealers around the globe saw 
their businesses fail as well.  

If anything is to be learned from 
the rise and fall of Umberslade Hall, 
it is that management needs to have 
direct contact with the workers. 
When others in a group observe a 
strong commitment which sets a 
positive example, they will willingly 
follow that example. If a sacrifice 
must be made, then all must make 
it. The cohesiveness and efficiency 
of an organization quickly dete-
riorates when positive leadership 
examples are lacking.  

AUSD’s commitment of already 
scarce funds on a long-term basis 
for new custom built administra-
tive office space, located in the 
countryside, brings to mind the tale 
of the rise and fall of Umberslade 
Hall, and of the collateral damage 
it inflicted.

Dick Rutter is an Alameda 
resident.

Gene Kahane
This coming year marks my 17th 

year as a teacher at Encinal High 
School (EHS) and the 17th year that 
the Alameda Community Learning 
Center (ACLC) has been part of 
the EHS community. “AACLC,” as 
it was known then, was a new 
concept school that later became 
ACLC when it left the district and 
became a charter school. 

Throughout the last 16 years 
the relationship between the two 
schools has often been awkward. 
It has deteriorated to where we are 
now. I’m going to share my rather 
unique perspective because I am 
both a teacher at EHS, and the 
father of two ACLC grads. I am writ-
ing because I firmly believe that 
ACLC students should absolutely 
be allowed to participate in EHS 
sports. 

In the early years, students 
from both schools were able to 
cross over and take classes at 
EHS/ACLC. One year a teacher 
taught in both programs, and for 
several years ACLC seniors were 

able to par-
ticipate in the 
g r a d u a t i o n 
ceremony at 
EHS. My two 
sons took the 
majority of 
their classes 
at ACLC, but not all. They stud-
ied French, English and science 
at EHS. 

EHS and ACLC leadership stu-
dents have planned events togeth-
er, they share in the production of 
a school newspaper and ACLC stu-
dents have attended EHS dances 
and proms. One year I was invited 
to help paddle the faculty boat for 
the ACLC cardboard boat race. 

The friction between the two 
schools has many sources: two dif-
ferent philosophies, different stu-
dent populations, a forced sharing 
of facilities, and administrative 
conflict. But once upon a time 
what many of us acknowledged 
and said out loud was this: They 
are all our students. And they are. 

We share the same larger facil-

ity, are pas-
sionate about 
our programs, 
have terrific 
kids, great 
teachers/facil-
itators and 
s u p p o r t i v e 

parents. We’re all about learning 
and achievement. 

For the past few years there 
have only been a few places where 
the kids from both schools could 
be together, on the sports fields 
and the drama stages. Athletes 
and actors competed and per-
formed together while their par-
ents and friends sat side by side 
and cheered. 

And as a sports fan and drama 
director, I never ever, not once, 
heard anyone complain about 
this. 

But here is my complaint now: 
All around us, in our neighbor-
hoods, within this country and all 
over the world there is division 
and separation. There are red and 
blue states, walls built to keep 

out undesirables, and laws enacted 
that keep people apart. 

And it is all ugly, the worst of 
who we are as people. We, then, 
in this community should take a 
stand against that kind of attitude 
and behavior and we can do so in 
a really simple way: Let the chil-
dren from these two schools play 
together.

Gene Kahane is an Alameda 
resident.

Stop the EHS-ACLC Separation
Commentary

The Rise and Fall of Umberslade Hall
The cohesiveness 
and efficiency of 
an organization 
quickly deterio-
rates when posi-
tive leadership 
examples are 
lacking.

What many of us 
acknowledged and 
said out loud was 
this: They are all 
our students. 

Letters: To 
the editor
Continued from page 6

A job well done
Editor: 

Did anybody take any notice of 
how well the old Good Chevrolet 
property was emptied?  (“CVS 
Plans New Location,” Aug. 16). 
As a preservationist at heart and 
a new resident of Alameda I was 
amazed at how well all the parts 
were used. 

It took a long time to sort, stack 
and save all those bricks. Particular 
attention was paid to the sorting 
of metal pieces and sheetrock to 
really clear that space for reuse. 
I watched and noticed and was 
amazed; a job very well done.  

I notice Alameda already has 
two CVS stores and I would assume 
one of them will be able to now 
occupy this well emptied space. If 
Sebastopol didn’t want a building 
because it was “associated” with a 
bank, one does wonder: What new 
building is not associated with a 
bank? 

It would just be wonderful if 
our CVS was associated with our 
Bank of Alameda! CVS would be a 
good project and I would suggest 
that, in its day, Good Chevrolet 
probably encouraged traffic as 
well.

— Wendy Markel 

Commentary

40TH ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL!40TH ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL!
COLOR & CUTCOLOR & CUT

- OR -- OR -
PARTIAL HIGHLIGHT & CUTPARTIAL HIGHLIGHT & CUT

JUST $50!JUST $50!

HAIR FEATHERS $10 EACHHAIR FEATHERS $10 EACH

(LONG HAIR EXTRA)(LONG HAIR EXTRA)

SHOOT THE PHOTO!SHOOT THE PHOTO!

SAY: CHEESE!

Then send it to 
FAAS PET PHOTO CONTEST at 

https://www.360photocontest.com/152 
or phone (510) 337-8572

FAAS first annual calendar needs 13 photos.

Advertising paid for by anonymous donor.

Friends of the 
Alameda Animal Shelter

1590 Fortmann Way, Alameda
(510) 337-8565

Park Street and at 1:05 p.m. on the 
2500 block of Webb Avenue.

Property recovered at 9:23 a.m. 
on the 1600 block of Union Street.

Injury (dog bite) reported at 
7:12 p.m. on the 2800 block of 
Encinal Avenue.

Suspicious activity reported at 
7:54 p.m. on the 1300 block of 
Marina Village Parkway.

Arrests: two for DUIs at 12:54 
a.m. at the intersection of 29th 

Avenue and Glascock Street and 
at 1:35 a.m. on the 2700 block of 
Fernside Boulevard; for vandalism 
at 11:22 a.m. on Fernside; for pos-
session of narcotics at 5:36 p.m. on 
the 900 block of Marina Village; for 
public intoxication at 9:25 p.m. on 
the 1400 block of Park Street; for 
being under the influence of a nar-
cotic at 11:38 p.m. on the 800 block 
of Oak Street; and for an outside 
warrant at 11:40 p.m. on the 1700 
block of Webster Street.

Police: Crime reports
Continued from page 3

boat by firing a precision rifle at its 
outboard engines.  

The Morgenthau’s law enforce-
ment crew then took custody of the 
suspects and recovered the floating 
bales which tested positive for co-
caine.

“These very large seizures at sea 
are the most effective way to keep 
cocaine off the streets of America,” 
said Capt. Gregory Burg, command-
ing officer aboard the Morgenthau. 

Contact Sun Staff at editor@
alamedasun.com.

Briefs: On 
local news
Continued from page 1
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