
Alameda Sun      www.alamedasun.com August 15, 2013     11

Ce
le

br
at

in
g 

W
om

en
 in

 B
us

in
es

s

Diane Hayes, Owner
As the proprietor of one of the last original shade shops, Diane Hayes has 
continued the family business with resounding success, offering a wide range of 
authentic Victorian window shades both locally and nationally with the aid of 
her website, shadeshop.com. Her business prides itself in its offering of a wide 
range of antique and modern styles reflecting the local flora of tastes, and its 
dedication to customer service. Diane’s background as a machinist and her 
contractor’s experience ensures that she will not sell a product that she does 
not stand behind. Besides her handcrafted roller shades, Diane’s shade shop 
offers all forms of window coverings to her local customers- anything from 
drapes to verticals, and everything in between. Because of her investment in 
the community, Diane urges customers to come into the shop and see for 
themselves her full and stunning gallery of window coverings.

Susan L. Jeffries Attorney-at-Law
Attorney Susan L. Jeffries is both a divorce lawyer and  tax attorney who has operat-
ed her own family law firm in Alameda since 1990. Susan L. Jeffries & Associates 
is the only local multi-lawyer firm that specializes exclusively in divorce and family 
law issues. The firm offers full case management and litigation of all issues and 
trials. In addition clients come to the Jeffries firm for consultation, coaching 
and document preparation when they want to manage their own divorce. 
Tax analysis and business advice are unique features of this firm. The 
firm can answer all your family law questions regarding property settle-
ment, custody and visitation, pre- and post- marital agreements, child 
support, spousal support and financial and tax advice. Voted “best 
attorney” since 1993 by the Alameda Newspaper Group, the Jeffries 
team will be there for you.

Law Offices of Susan Jeffries • 865-6664
2121 Central Ave. • www.susanjeffries.com

Alameda Shade Shop • 522-0633 
914 Central Avenue • www.alamedashadeshop.com

Diana Redding
Diana Redding, J.D., L.L.M., M.B.A, is an Associate Attorney 
at the Law Offices of W. Lance Russum, A Professional 
Corporation, who practices law in the areas of Estate Planning, 
Probate, Trust and Probate Litigation, Taxation and Family 
Law.  Diana offers practical advice to assist her clients. 
Diana is a member of the Alameda County Bar Association’s 
Lawyer Referral Service (LRS). Most LRS referrals are low 
income which gives Diana an opportunity to give back to her 
local community. She is also part of the Educating Seniors 
Project through the State Bar of California. Diana attended 
Golden Gate University in San Francisco, where she 
received her J.D., M.B.A. and L.L.M. degrees. Diana 
holds a black belt in Karate and is also an avid runner. 

Law Offices of Lance Russum • 522-6900
2500 Santa Clara Ave. • dredding@russumlaw.com

Deb Knowles 
Financial Advisor

Deb’s years of professional experience in the Financial Services industry includes senior level leadership 
positions within Wells Fargo, VISA and Deloitte & Touché.  Academically, Deb possesses a BA & 

MBA Financial Management and various industry licenses and designations.  Today Deb works direct-
ly with individual investors and emphasizes a well-balanced portfolio and buy-and-hold strategy. Deb 

embraces the importance of building long-term, face-to-face relationships with her clients, help-
ing them to understand and make sense of the investment options available today. Deb’s earliest 
training in structure, discipline and patience came courtesy of the United States Marine Corps, 

where she is a retired officer. Deb serves on the Alameda Rotary Endowment Foundation, 
Friends of the Alameda Animal Shelter (FAAS) and Park Street Business Association boards 

as a director. She is also an ambassador for the Alameda Chamber of Commerce and sponsors 
organizaed youth sports here on the Island..  In her spare time, Deb is an avid golfer.

Edward Jones Investments • 749-0403
1336 Park Street, Ste. D • deb.knowles@edwardjones.com

Julia Park Tracey
Julia Park Tracey is the editor of The Doris Diaries, a multime-
dia project designed to showcase women’s history of the 20th 
century. Her new book, I’ve Got Some Lovin’ to Do: Diaries of 
a Roaring Twenties Teen (1925-1926), is the first book in the 
series. 

Julia was the founding editor of the Alameda Sun in 2001 
and became publisher in 2007. She was associate editor 
at Alameda and Oakland magazines and The East Bay 
Monthly. Julia is a freelance writer available to speak, 
teach and do contract work.

She is currently accepting manuscripts for consulta-
tion, feedback and writing revision. Mentorship and 
coaching also available.

Follow The Doris Diaries
Available at Books, Inc. • www.thedorisdiaries.com

Author

Attorney-at-Law

Debbie Pham is both a Realtor and co-owner of Alameda Auto Body. In a 
traditionally male-dominated business, Debbie gains success through focusing 
on excellent customer service and trust. Alameda Auto Body’s repeat customer 
base speaks volumes about the business. Debbie is also a real estate agent with 
Gallagher & Lindsey Inc. in Alameda. Licensed since 2004, she helps clients 
buy and sell single family homes and income producing properties. Debbie 
has a Bachelor in Business Administration, is an Enrolled Agent and Real 
Estate Agent. She is a member of Worldwide Who’s Who, The Alameda 
Association of Realtors (AAoR) and California Association of Realtors. She 
is running for Treasurer of AAoR. She is former tax manager of the San 
Francisco office of Ernst & Young, LLP. She volunteers with Rhythmix 
Cultural Works, AAoR, Junior Achievements, Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance, Alameda Food Bank, Meals on Wheels and more. 

Debbie Pham • (510) 862-1301
Alameda Auto Body • Gallagher & Lindsey, Inc.

Debbie Pham Realtor, business owner

McKay Ave. (Registration required: 
888-327-2757, option 2,3) 

n 1:45 to 3 p.m. Podiatry and 
Blood Pressure Screening: Free 
consultation, by appointment, with 
Dr. Dale Wright. Offered every third 
Tuesday of the month. Mastick 
Senior Center, 1155 Santa Clara 
Ave. (Info, reservs: 747-7506) 

Wednesday, Aug. 21
n 10:30 a.m. “Baby’s Changing 

Needs: Starting Solids, Nutrition and 
Weaning”: La Leche League meeting 
offering information and support for 
nursing mothers. Babies and tod-
dlers are welcome. Gathering time 
is 10 a.m. (Info, address: Melanie, 
864-0745 or Virginia, 521-4867)

n 6:30 to 8 p.m. Pet Loss 
Support Group: Free to the pub-
lic. Friends of the Alameda Animal 
Shelter, 1590 Fortmann Way. (Info: 
337-8565)

n 7 p.m. Singer/Songwriters’ 
Open Mic Night: Open mic, fol-
lowed by an original act at the end 
of the evening. High Street Station, 
1303 High St. (Info: Billie, 995-8049)

Thursday, Aug. 22
n 10:45 a.m. to noon: Little 

Latkes: Drop-in playgroup for chil-
dren from birth through 4, accom-
panied by their caregivers. Free. 
Temple Israel. 3183 Mecartney 
Road. (Info: 522-9355) 

n 1 p.m. Mastick Movie Matinee: 
Jack Reacher. Free for seniors. 
Mastick Senior Center, 1155 Santa 
Clara Ave. (Info: 747-7506)

n 1:30 p.m. Music Appreciation: 
William Sturm will present “The 
Art of Variation,” a discussion 
and performance of variations by 
Beethoven and Mozart. Free for 
seniors. Mastick Senior Center, 
1155 Santa Clara Ave. (Info, prereg-
istration: 747-7506) 

n 2:30 p.m. Drumming Circle: 
Improve circulation in your hands 
and body, loosen stiff joints and 
stimulate the mind with a musi-
cal experience featuring the Mercy 
Retirement Community Drumming 
Circle. Free for seniors. Mastick 
Senior Center, 1155 Santa Clara 
Ave. (Info: 747-7506)

n 7 p.m. Meet the Authors: Tony 
Johnson will discuss his book The 
Captain and Mr. Shrode and Bill 
Weinreb will share his novel The 
Gift of Sleep. Free to the public. 
Books Inc., 1344 Park St. (Info: 522-
2226) 

n 7 p.m. Alameda Citizens 
Task Force (ACT): Public discus-
sion of matters of civic interest. 
Free to the public; light refresh-
ments. First Congregational 
Church, 1912 Central Ave.

n 7 to 9 p.m. Knitting Circle: 
Knitters of all levels and ages wel-
come. Free to the public. Julie’s 
Coffee and Tea Garden, 1223 Park 
St. (Info: 865-2385) 

Friday, Aug. 23
n Noon to 6 p.m. Mobile 

Blood Drive: Alameda Hospital, 
Conference Room A. 2070 Clinton 
Ave. (Info, appts.: 1-800-733-2767 
or www.redcrossblood.org; spon-
sor code: ALAMEDA)

n 2 to 3:30 p.m. HIV and Hep 
C Testing: Free and confidential 
testing and support referrals. For 
information and location, call 
Alameda Family Services, 629-
6300.

n 7 p.m. Meet the Author: 
Pulitzer Prize nominee and 
National Book Award finalist Gary 
Soto will share his memoir What 
Poets Are Like. Free to the public. 
Books Inc., 1344 Park St. (Info: 
522-2226) 

n 8 p.m. Taize — Prayer 
Around the Cross: An ecumeni-
cal candlelight service of mantra-                                   
style chants, meditation, contem-
plation and reflection, silence, 
solitude and serenity. Free to the 
public. St. Joseph Basilica, 1109 
Chestnut St. 

n 9 p.m. Zydeco Music and 
Dance: Featuring Andre Thierry 
and Zydeco Magic. 18th anniver-
sary of the Zydeco Dance Party. 
Dance lessons at 8. Tickets sold 
at the door; $15. Eagles Hall, 2305 
Alameda Ave. (Info: 522-7626 or 
415-285-6285) 

SneAk Peek 

n Aug. 24, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Neighborhood Block Party: 
Lunch, music, games, jumpy 
house, McGruff the Crime Dog, 
door prizes and more. Free to 
the public. Alameda Christian 
Reformed Church, 2914 Encinal 
Ave. (Info, registration: 521-
0112 or www.acrcvbs.wix.com/
acrcvbs)

n Aug. 25, 7 p.m. Caminos 
Flamencos: Spanish music, dance 
and flamenco performances. 
Tickets: $15 in advance; $20 

at the door; $10 for youth 12 
and younger. Rhythmix Cultural 
Works, 2513 Blanding Ave. (Info: 
865-5060 or www.rhythmix.org)

n Aug. 27, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Mobile Blood Drive: Abbott 
Diabetes Care, American Red 
Cross Bus, 1420 South Loop Road. 
(Info, appts.: 1-800-733-2767 or 
www.redcrossblood.org; sponsor 
code: ABCARE)

n Aug. 29, 7 p.m. “The Chicago 
World’s Fair and the ‘Rise’ of 
the Skyscraper”: Featuring U.C. 
Berkeley professor Greg Castillo. 
Part of the Alameda Museum 
Lecture Series. Alameda Museum 
members, free; non-members, 
$10. Alameda Museum, 2324 
Alameda Ave. (Info: 748-0796 or 
www.alameda-museum.org)

n Aug. 31, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Pistang Bata: Celebrate the cul-
ture of the Philippines at this sum-
mer youth festival. Community 
talent show, storytelling, games, 
food trucks, local food vendors 
and more. Suggested donation: 
$5 to $10 at the door. Rhythmix 
Cultural Works, 2513 Blanding 
Ave. (Info: 865-5060 or www.
rhythmix.org) 

n Aug. 31, noon to 1:30 p.m. 
“Late Season Edible Gardening”: 
Discussion and demonstration. 
Free to the public. Ploughshares 
Nursery, 2701 Main St. (Info: 
www.ploughsharesnursery.com) 

n Aug. 31, noon to 3 p.m. 
Closing Reception: 20th anni-
versary book launch; members’ 
sales boutique and closing of the 
silent auction at 2:15. Presented 
by Alameda Women Artists. 
Auction proceeds benefit the 
AWA Scholarship Fund support-
ing art education in Alameda. 
Alameda Museum, 2324 Alameda 
Ave. (Info: 521-1233)

n Aug. 31, 5 to 7 p.m. Summer 
Beats: Summer family concert 
series featuring ’60s, ’70s and 
’80s pop/soul with Pride & Joy. 
Face-painting, henna tattoos, 
bounce house. Free to the pub-
lic. Center Court, Alameda South 
Shore Center, Park Street and Otis 
Drive. (Info: 521-1515 or www.
alamedasouthshorecenter.com)

n Sept. 7, noon to 1:30 p.m. 
“Turf Alternatives Talk: Natural 
History Meets Cultural History”: 
Discussion and demonstration. 
Free to the public. Ploughshares 
Nursery, 2701 Main St. (Info: 
www.ploughsharesnursery.com) 

events: In the Island City this week
Continued from page 9

compliance criteria for immigration 
attorneys such as filing a $100,000 
bond with the state bar, in addition 
to already stringent state bar rules 
that every California-licensed attor-
ney must follow. 

The additional requirements 
would be mandatory in connection 
with legal services based on com-
prehensive immigration reform. 
While the bill may be well intended 
as a consumer protection measure, 
it is shortsighted in that it would 
unduly burden only the ranks of 
ethical and compliant lawyers, 
serving to raise their legal fees to 
the point of unaffordability. 

Meanwhile, unscrupulous attor-
neys as well as immigration con-
sultants, or notarios, would simply 
sidestep the rules and continue 
taking advantage of those in need. 
This proposal misses its mark of 
protecting immigrants’ rights and 
undermines the high standard to 
which the majority of immigration 
lawyers practice. 

— katy Chase
 Immigration Attorney

How to make smoking 
ordinance pay
editor:

I am a non-smoker who has 
been forced to breathe (now ille-
gal) poisonous, noxious cigarette 
smoke all along Park Street.

I shook my head in disbelief 
when I read City Manager John 
Russo’s remarks that the new 
smoking ordinance was complaint 
driven (“Smoking Ordinance Lacks 
Enforcement,” Aug. 1). 

So tell me, Mr. Russo, when I’m 
confronted with a smoker spewing 
poison in the air, I should call the 
police and complain. 

What if I left my cell phone in 
the car? Should I rush into the near-
est business and insist on using the 
phone? And I’m sure an officer will 
rush right over to address the fact 
that someone is threatening my life 
with their second-hand smoke. 

In all reality, by the time an offi-
cer arrives, the smoker will have 
either disappeared or finished 
smoking and tossed his disgusting 
(and sometimes still smoke-spew-

ing) cigarette butt into the street 
or onto the sidewalk, claiming the 
butt must have belonged to some-
one else. 

I wonder just how much tax-
payer money goes to then cleaning 
those up, but for now, I’ve got an 
idea to line my own pockets thanks 
to this ordinance. 

I’m planning on talking to an 
attorney friend to see if I can sue 
the city for poisoning me with the 
illegal leavings that smokers leave 
(both in the air and on the ground). 
The city made smoking on Park 
Street against the law. Now I’m tak-
ing action. 

I’m going to start photo-
graphing these smokers (like the 
Alameda Sun did). I’m going to take 
notes every time I see a smoker 
on Park Street. And I’m going to 
count and photograph all those 
disgusting cigarette butts all over 
the place. Then I’m going to wrap 
up my information and give it to 
my attorney. 

Who says smoking doesn’t pay? 
Ka-ching.

— Peter Johnson 

Continued from page 6
Letters: To the editor this week

Eric J. Kos

Too Much Hot Sauce
Last Friday morning staff at La Penca Azul at the intersection of Park Street and 

Santa Clara Avenue received a surprise in the form of a smoldering car directly in 
front of their business. By the time an Alameda Fire Department crew arrived min-

utes later, the impromptu bucket brigade had largely cooled the fire. 


