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The taxpayer is the real 
loser in this case
Editor:

It’s time to throttle back on 
the East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict (EBRPD) lawsuit and the 
city’s rhetoric in the media over 
the federal government’s former 
land near Crab Cove and get to a 
solution. Neither the lawsuit nor 
the rhetoric serves the public’s 
interest, on the Alameda side, 
maintaining a certifi ed housing 
element or on the park district’s 
side, protecting and enhancing 
one of its premier coastal parks, 
Crab Cove. 

Both the park district’s lack of 
funds to secure the land at auction 
and the city’s assertion that the 
district did not attend hearings or 
give input to the City Council’s de-
cision in July to rezone the prop-
erty raise lots of questions. 

But, behind the questions, 
looms the long-term concern 
over the gulf in communication 
between the city and the park dis-
trict. This is a divide that would 
be disastrous for future parks: the 
Alameda Beltline, Estuary Park 
and the parks of the future at Al-
ameda Point. Neptune Pointe, as 
the former federal installation 
land has been dubbed, is already 
secured by STL Companies LLC. 
The stakes for undoing the deal 
are high, given the value thanks to 
the new zoning. 

Even if EBRPD prevails in court 
and forces the city to re-do the 
process, there is no real chance 
that the land deal between the 
federal government and STL will 
be nullifi ed. If the city’s defense 
against the suit is successful, the 
zoning will most assuredly remain 
as is.

Regardless of the outcome, the 
taxpayer is the loser with tax dol-
lars spent on both sides for litiga-
tion rather than spending those 
dollars to maintain parks or city 
services.

The EBRPD needs drop the 
suit before more money is wasted 
and the city needs to step up and 
work with the park district on the 
development’s design features to 
protect Crab Cove and to provide 
as much public access and use of 
the shoreline as possible. 

This planning must be done 
together, not only for the sake of 
protecting Crab Cove and reduc-
ing the impact of the potential de-
velopment, but to ensure the suc-
cess of future parks in Alameda. 

— Frank Matarrese
Former City Councilman

ICRA mischaracterized
Editor:

I am writing regarding the letter 
in castigating Island Cat Resources 
and Adoption (ICRA) for alleg-
edly trapping her cat resulting in 
much personal distress (“Beware 
of ICRA,” Nov. 22).

I know the original organizers 
of ICRA and many of the organiza-
tions current volunteers. These are 
conscientious, humane-minded and 
ethical individuals and not of the 
kind described by Keane. Likewise, 
ICRA does not operate in such an 
haphazard manner. The volunteers 
work at their own expense and, at 
times, personal peril. To my knowl-
edge it is not their practice to 
trespass on private or commercial 
property but enter such only upon 
invitation. It is certainly possible 
to capture somebody’s pet cat but 
if that animal is collared with an 
I.D. tag or city license it would be 
immediately released.

I appreciate Keane’s aggrava-
tion at finding out that her pet 
had been trapped and taken to a 
veterinary facility (where it was 
most likely examined and well 
cared for) but did she contribute 
to her own problem by not having 
her cat collared and identified/
licensed? 

— Bruce Elerick

Cat was trespassing
Editor:

I’m responding to Suzanne 
Keane’s letter (“Beware of ICRA,” 
Nov. 22).  If Keane were a respon-
sible pet owner she wouldn’t have 
to be so upset about the actions 
of Island Cat Resources and Adop-
tion (ICRA) because her cat would 
be inside at night and her cat 
would be identifi ed as a non-stray 
by way of a collar and/or ID tag.

And the trap she speaks of was 
set on private property in a fenced 
backyard so technically one could 
say Keane’s cat was “trespassing.”

I am incensed that Keane seeks 
to blame ICRA for the trouble she 
caused by allowing her unidenti-
fi ed cat to roam the neighbor-
hood at night; shame on her.  I am 
Keane’s neighbor and am quite 
pleased that ICRA is helping to 
ensure that our local community 
does not become overwhelmed by 
rapidly multiplying feral cats.  

— Jenny McLaury 

ICRA is the best
Editor:

In her letter (“Beware of ICRA” 
Nov. 22), Suzanne Keane criticizes 

Stewart Chen
I would like to thank my family, 

friends and supporters for helping 
me win my seat on the City Coun-
cil. This victory is not just for me, 
but for every one of you who be-
lieved in me. 

Thank you for believing in me 
and my goals. It has been a long 
and arduous campaign, but we 
did it. We won against formidable 
odds. I would like to thank my mom 
for her unrelenting support; my 
wife for her love and understand-
ing; my extended family for their 
dedication; my friends, Jeff DelBo-
no, Linda Perry, Karen Fong, Jeff 
Cambra, Neil Tam, Max Baylosis, 
Rob Bonta, Leland Yee, Jean Quan, 
Marie Gilmore, Lena Tam, Frank 
Matarrese, Hadi Monsef, Karin Lu-
cas, Bill Withrow, Mike McMahon, 
Mike McCormick, Andy Slivka, Lil 
Arnerich, Gray Harris, Jim Oddie, 
Wilma Chan, Trish Spencer, Berna-
dette Roco, Mike Henneberry, Ling 
Chong, Monica Valerio, Tom Hur-
tubise, Carole Chan, Carl Chan, 
Sue Chong, Irene Dieter and many 
others, for the advice and wisdom 
they shared.

I would also like to thank the 

business communities on Park 
Street, Lincoln Avenue, Central 
Avenue, Santa Clara Avenue, and 
Webster Street for their strong 
show of support.

Last, but certainly not least, I 
want to salute my faithful group 
of volunteers and supporters for 
their trust and confi dence in me. I 
am deeply honored to have friends 
and supporters like you and I will 
do my best to live up to your ex-
pectations. 

I would also like to tip my hat 
to all the other City Council candi-
dates who ran a tough, but clean 
campaign. Each and every one of 
them would have been qualifi ed to 
serve our city. 

We all know that winning a seat 
in the City Council is just the begin-
ning. Our city faces many challeng-
es and I am ready to serve as your 
humble public servant. I am com-
mitted to improving the quality of 
life here in Alameda while preserv-
ing those traits that made this city 
one of the best in the Bay Area. 

I understand the problems fac-

ing our city and I will do my best to 
fi nd the best solution to each one. 

I will help ensure that our city 
maintains a balanced budget; I will 
work with our public employees 
to reach a mutually benefi cial and 
feasible solution to our pension 
issue; and I will start the long-
overdue process of developing 
Alameda Point while preserving 
our natural history and wildlife 
habitats. 

As an Asian-American of Chi-
nese and Filipino descent, I know 
the importance of recognizing di-
versity. I will continue to encour-
age diversity in housing, employ-
ment, and in leadership. I promise 
to represent all the citizens of Al-
ameda and be their voice. I truly 
consider this victory as a victory 
for all of us and a step toward a 
better Alameda. Let us build on 
this momentum and make great 
strides to maximize our potential. 
The possibilities are boundless. 

Thank you again for all your 
help and support. I could not have 
done this without you.

Stewart Chen will take his seat 
on the City Council on Dec. 18. 

Mike Henneberry
History took place in November 

and a good chunk of it took place 
right here in Alameda. The San 
Francisco Giants took the World 
Series in a four-game sweep, a se-
ries many thought, if it happened 
at all, would go to at least fi ve or 
six games. 

President Obama was reelect-
ed to a second term, and on that 
momentum the California legisla-
ture saw its highest percentage of 
Democratic offi ce holders put in 
place since the 19th century.

Proposition 32, an anti-worker 
sham, went down in fl ames. The 
Alameda City Council, in a his-
toric fi rst, is comprised mostly of 
women. Alameda’s own Rob Bonta 
was elected to the state Assembly 
making him California’s fi rst Filipi-
no Assemblyman, a very historic 
fi rst.

And, in another milestone, Al-
ameda saw its fi rst labor dispute 
in the grocery industry since 
1995. Your neighborhood grocery 

workers at Raley’s-Nob Hill were 
forced to strike after 15 months 
of fruitless negotiations with their 
employer. Raley’s-Nob Hill entered 
negotiations in fall of 2011 with a 
new negotiator and a new head of 
labor relations well versed in the 
art of “union avoidance” (busting) 
and strikes. 

From the beginning Raley’s 
objective was to apply the same 
standards the chain has in its 
non-union stores to the rest of the 
unionized chain. The goal of the 
company was to shift union mem-
bers out of the jointly run union-
employer health and welfare medi-
cal trust and into a company-run 
plan where workers would have no 
say over plan design, retiree ben-
efi ts or, in the long run, whether 
there would be benefi ts at all. The 
company also wanted to perma-
nently eliminate holiday premium 
and Sunday pay.

From the time picket lines went 
up until they were taken down, the 
conduct of picketers was deter-
mined, disciplined and respectful. 

During the strike, in another 
Alameda fi rst, a rally of well up-
wards of 300 people took place in 
front of the store. Strikers, teach-
ers, fi re fi ghters, members of the 
community and Teamsters, most 
of whom were from Alameda, ral-
lied to support the strike. Clearly 
the community was on the side 
of the strikers and that message 
resonated in the company’s cor-
porate suites in Sacramento.

While customers continued to 
stay away in droves marathon bar-
gaining for a settlement resulted in 
a tentative agreement on Tuesday, 
Nov. 13. 

The pact provides for contin-
ued union benefi ts and livable 
wages, the primary objective of 
the strikers and the targets of 
the company. Picket lines came 
down around 11 a.m., although in 
Alameda a new kind of line went 
up with strikers signs announcing: 

New Councilman 
Thanks Community

Commentary

Community Support Helped Strikers
Commentary

the nonprofi t, volunteer animal res-
cue group Island Cat Resources and 
Adoption (ICRA). Her comments are 
misguided and misinformed. 

My wife and I have met with 
many animal rescue groups over the 
years and, without a doubt, ICRA is 
the hardest-working, most-profes-
sional and most-caring organization 
we have encountered. ICRA works 
tirelessly to provide food, shelter 
and medical care for the countless 
homeless and abandoned feral cats 
in Alameda. 

The volunteers open up their 
homes and spend untold hours car-
ing for cats that no one else will care 
for. When we found abandoned feral 
cats behind my wife’s offi ce building 
ICRA was there when no other res-
cue group could help with the sick 
and injured cats. The volunteers 
helped with the spaying of the cats 
to prevent more unwanted feral kit-
tens. They also trapped and domes-
ticated several kittens and found 
them good homes through ICRA’s 
adoption service. 

We have observed ICRA in all as-
pects of its organization  and have 
only seen the volunteers provide 
the highest level of care, treatment 
and love for poor, frightened ani-
mals. 

I would counsel anyone to visit 
ICRA at Petco at the South Shore 
Shopping Center any Saturday after-
noon and see how these wonderful 
volunteers care for foster cats that 
are available for adoption. See how 
they have an extensive history with 
each of their foster cats and provide 
a thorough screening process for 
each prospective adoption family.

Simply put: ICRA is the best.
— Michael Gong 

Kudos to ICRA
Editor: 

I would like to respond to Su-
zanne Keane’s letter (“Beware of 
ICRA,” Nov. 22). Earlier this year, I 
adopted two kittens from Island Cat 
Resources and Adoption (ICRA), 
a all-volunteer nonprofi t animal 
rescue group in Alameda. I would 
like to offer a different perspective 
about ICRA than the one that Keane 
offered. 

In all my interactions with its 
volunteers I have found ICRA to be 
compassionate, trustworthy and 
fully competent in dealing with cats 
and kittens, including feral ones. 

ICRA is a very attentive and 
responsible volunteer group that 
freely gives and untold amount of 
time, energy and personal expense 
to ensure that Alameda’s feline pop-
ulation does not grow irresponsibly 
and that loving homes adopt cats 
and kittens. 

I appreciate all of ICRA’s efforts 
and am grateful for what the organi-
zation does for the community and 
Alameda’s feline population. 

— Deidra Jow

It’s about family 
and friends
Editor:

Alamedans don’t always agree 
on everything but I think it’s safe to 
say we all love our Little Ice Rink.  
Last year was such a huge success 
along Park Street, the rink has re-
turned and in full operation at South 
Shore in the spot usually occupied 
by the Saturday food trucks. 

Open every day well into Janu-
ary, it’s a real bargain and skates up 
to men’s size 15 are available along 
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Jon Spangler
The defensive and adversarial 

tone of City Manager John Russo’s 
commentary on the McKay Avenue 
property was truly unfortunate: It 
failed to contribute to resolving 
the complex multiparty confl ict 
over this key Alameda real estate 
(“Park District Lawsuit Irrespon-
sible, Nov. 23). 

Russo’s retaliatory words, stra-
tegic or not, needlessly infl amed 
this long-brewing confl ict. Every-
one involved, especially Alameda 
offi cials, should stop escalating 
and negotiate in good faith to re-
solve this dispute before it goes to 
trial.

Recent political and land-use 
decisions over these 3.89 acres of 
surplus federal property (across 

McKay Avenue from the Crab 
Cove Visitor Center and Robert W. 
Crown Beach State Park) are full 
of missteps, miscommunication 
and a lack of cooperation by all 
parties. 

1. The General Services Ad-
ministration (GSA) ignored public 
needs, federal law, and the park 
district when it auctioned off the 
property to developer Tim Lewis 
Communities (TLC) instead of 
transferring it to the East Bay Re-
gional Park District (EBRPD). The 
district could only submit a bid 
“based on the appraised fair mar-
ket value of the property,” accord-
ing to its Assistant Counsel Carol 

Victor. (The sale to TLC has still 
not closed its extended escrow.) 

2. The EBRPD did not actively 
participate in the city of Alame-
da’s public hearings on the city’s 
new Housing Element and multi-
family housing zoning overlay 
(2008-2012).

3. The developer’s current pro-
posal for 49 single-family residenc-
es falls far below the 93 multifam-
ily units (126 with density bonus) 
allocated to the McKay Avenue 
property in Alameda’s Housing 
Element. (The state owns McKay 
Avenue and might not permit the 
utility easements needed for any 
private housing development.)

4. Perhaps most inexplicable 
is Russo’s failure to support non-

City Manager Should Tone It Down
Commentary
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