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MEET THE GREERS!
AlAmedA FunerAl And  

CremAtion ServiCeS

Please stoP by and Meet  
Harry & Valerie!

Harry W. Greer,  
Funeral Director

(CA License FDR 745)

Harry W. Greer and Valerie 
Crithfield Greer, Owners

510-522-6020 
(Longtime Alameda residents)

Harry Greer Cell
510-368-3892

We ARe not AFFiLiAteD With 
GReeR FAmiLy moRtuARy or  
GRAnt miLLeR - John Cox  

moRtuARy which are owned by  
houston, texAs-based  

Corporation Carriage services

1415 Oak Street • Alameda

Alameda’s only family owned and 
operated Funeral service Provider

Lic. #FD 2139

Courtesy photo

Tony Kuttner, current 
president of GABA, is 
with Heartland Payment 
Services, a leading pro-
vider of merchant services 
and payroll processing.

A Letter from the President of GABA

1300 Encinal Avenue
Alameda
victor@ISellRE.com

INCOME PROPERTY SALES

Victor Jin, crB
Licensed Real Estate Broker
DRE#00578937

(510) 523-1115
www.ISellRE.com

PROPERTY INVESTMENT SERVICES

PLEASE VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE
www.russumlaw.com
To learn about our full suite of legal services  

available to you, including: 
Wills & Trusts u Probate Litigation

Conservatorships u Family Law
Elder Law & Medi-Cal Planning

Tax Planning u Mediation
Business & Real Property

Diana Redding
JD, MBA, LLM

W. Lance Russum, JD  
Since 1966

522-6900 / Fax: 523-9516
2500 Santa Clara Ave. • Alameda

The Law Offices of  
W. Lance RussumLR

We care about you!

Take a deep breath. 
Exhale slowly. Repeat 
until your heartbeat 

slows to a relaxing rhythm. 
Now enjoy the moment of 
calm before the holiday 
hullabaloo kicks into high 
gear.

The Greater Alameda 
Business Association wants 

to help you prepare for the 
upcoming festivities by hav-
ing its non-holiday November 
Mixer on Thursday, Nov. 
21, at the Bank of Alameda 
South Shore branch from 
5:30 to 7 p.m.

This is not a Thanksgiving 
event, nor a Christmas, 
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa or 

Festivus celebration. It is 
instead our renowned Brown 
Bag Wine Tasting. Bring a 
bottle to enter in the blind 
wine tasting contest, with 
prizes going to the winning 
entries.

The event is sponsored 
by the GABA board of direc-
tors, and we’ll be speaking 
briefly about our plans for 
2014, both letting you know 
what’s ahead and asking for 

your input. And if you wish 
to donate prizes for our raffle 
or have questions about 
the mixer, you can contact 
GABA event coordinator Judi 
Friedman at GABAemail@
gmail.com.

Don’t hang up
Note the name in the 

above paragraph — Judi 
Friedman. She’s been help-
ing out GABA as our event 

coordinator, reaching out 
to current members, lapsed 
members and future mem-
bers in an effort to coordi-
nate our upcoming calendar. 
We’re very happy to have her 
on board.

So when your message 
slip or voicemail shows that 
Judi called, now you know 
why.

Almost the season
The opening to this let-

ter may seem like we favor 
Scrooge over Santa, but in 
fact GABA welcomes the 
holiday season. We’re happy 
to see the telltale signs of 
the coming holidays — the 
Little Skating Rink at South 
Shore, the vacant lots being 
prepared for the Christmas 
tree sellers.

In fact, we’re look-
ing forward to joining our 
friends at the Chamber of 
Commerce, the Park Street 
Business Association and 
the West Alameda Business 

GREATER ALAMEDA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
www.gabaonline.org • 510-869-5848 • REPRESENTATION • NETWORKING • CO-OP MARKETING • EDUCATION

with us without having a business 
license for Alameda. It raised a 
number of concerns with them, and 
caused us considerable irritation 
as well.

This is clearly just an attempt to 
raise revenue by broadly interpret-
ing the business licensing require-
ments in Alameda. The fact that they 
used an outside company to raise 
the funds indicates their intent.

All vendors contacted by MAS 
refused to pay the license fee, and 
so informed the city, which wisely 
and subsequently did not even 
respond, much less attempt to 
enforce the collection of charges.

This new effort sounds simi-
larly suspicious — and for the 
small amount to be collected — is 
not justifiable vis-à-vis the nega-
tive impression it makes on the 
Alameda business community.

I would think that Alameda 
would encourage good relation-
ships with one of their main 
sources of income. I suggest that 
Alameda city management con-
sider the trade-off to be made in 
transactions of this type — which 
amounts to harassment of the busi-
ness community by a contracted 
outside agency. If Alameda wish-
es to enforce business licenses 
(fees, not permits, by the way) in 
such detail, they should free the 

resources to do so, and suffer the 
consequences of their actions. By 
so doing, they will quickly realize 
the marginal financial benefit of 
such activities and the long-lasting 
negative impressions left on the 
businesses in this city.

We don’t need another overlay 
of oppression from an organization 
that makes its business to feed off 
the profit generated by the hard-
working private sector. This is just 
another case of biting the hand 
that feeds you and is bound to 
create the specter of an insensitive 
government organization operat-
ing from a position of entitlement 
rather than service.

— Robert Schrader

Thanks, Bank of 
Alameda
Editor:

The other day I went to the 
Bank of Alameda’s Park Street 
Branch. The bank has a wonderful 
hometown atmosphere and we are 
blessed to have them here. 

Two years ago I found myself at 
Costco with no checks in my check-
book. When I tried to use my ATM 
card it was refused. 

I called the bank and they 
explained that there is a limit on 
the amount that you can access 
with your ATM during any one 
specified period of time.

They knew who I was, however, 
and assured me that she would 
take care of raising the limit for 
me so that I could complete my 
transaction at Costco. I hate to 
think of what hoops I would have 
to go through if I had been banking 
at one of the “big” banks with a toll-
free phone number and someone 
on the other end who knew me only 
by my bank account number. 

Thank you, Bank of Alameda, 
for being such a wonderful com-
munity bank.

— Sue Spiersch

Letters: To the editor continue
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Dennis Evanosky

The city celebrated the reopening of its permit center with a party and ribbon cutting 
Tuesday, Nov. 5. The center opened to the public Tuesday.

Remodeled Permit Center Now Open
Sun Staff Reports

The city of Alameda’s 
Community Development 
Department opened its newly 
remodeled permit center Tuesday. 

The center, located in Room 190 
at City Hall, 2263 Santa Clara Ave., 
will be open for walk-in business 

Monday through Thursday from 
7:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. 

The remodeled center features 
a new, larger counter, a more com-
fortable and welcoming waiting 
area, public Wi-Fi and a dedicated 
workstation for self-help permit 
histories and online permits. A 

large aerial photograph of the city 
now covers a portion of the waiting 
area’s floor.

The Planning and Building 
staff will take appointments on 
Mondays and Wednesdays, from 
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. for expedited 
permit processing.

Night Out Set
Sun Staff Reports

In an effort to bring together 
adults in the community with kids 
at the Alameda Boys & Girls Club, 
the club has announced Kids Nite 
Out for Friday, Nov. 15, from 6 to 9 
p.m. Kids Nite Out is an opportunity 
for residents to meet and socialize 
with the kids the club serves, learn 
their stories and show them that 
the community cares about them. It 
is also includes games, dinner and a 
photo with club buddy.

The club will thank the partici-
pating adults for their support at 
an after-party at 9 p.m. Cost is $50.

For more information, call 522-
4900. The club is located at 1900 
Third St. in the rear building.

Association at the annual 
Holiday Evening Mixer on 
Wednesday, Dec. 11, at 
Cardinal Point at Mariner 
Square, 2431 Mariner Square 
Drive. It’ll be from 5:30 to 7 
p.m., and we’re looking for-
ward to seeing you there.


