
Born in California to the late 
Henry Garaventa and Mabel Tribble, 
Al passed away 
peacefully in Alameda 
on Oct. 26, 2013. 

Preceded in death 
by his sister Valeta 
Albright, Al was a lov-
ing father to his twin 
daughters Lisa Quisito 
and Lori (Mark) Hart, 
uncle to twin niec-
es Sharon Albright 
and Karen Red Elk, 
grandfather to Tiffany 
(Jason) Santos and great-grandfather 
to six-year-old Jason. He was also 
a devoted partner to longtime girl-
friend Vera Martin.

Al was a lifelong Bay Area res-
ident and was well known in the 
Montclair area of Oakland, some-
times being called the “Mayor of 
Montclair.” After a short time in 
the U.S. Navy, he had a career as 

an accountant before semi-retir-
ing and putting his energy into 

the things he loves 
the most, including 
his passion for real 
estate.

Al took pleasure 
in spending time with 
Vera and his loved 
ones, going to church 
and enjoying meals 
out. He will be missed 
by his family and all 
who knew him. 

Family and friends 
may visit between 10 a.m. and noon 
on Friday, Nov. 1, and are invited 
to attend the funeral service also 
on Nov. 1, at noon, all at Greer 
Family Mortuary, 2694 Blanding 
Ave., Alameda. Donations may be 
made to the charity of your choice. 
Greer Family Mortuary    FD 1408

www.greermortuary.com
(510) 865-3755
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AS
Coupon valid Friday, Nov. 1st, through  
Sunday, Nov. 3rd, for this special price!

1100 Lincoln Ave., Alameda
522-1345

P-3051Locally owned and operated in the  Alameda community for over 50 years!

SO MUCH MORE THAN A HARDWARE STORE
ALAMEDA, CALIFORNIA U.S.A.

2298-E South Shore Center Alameda, CA 94501
510-769-7540

BLUE POLY TARP 9x12

SALE PRICE $689
OVER 50% OFF! 

Limit two (2) per customer   SKU#700533 

35th Annual Home Town

ALAMEDA 
HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE

Free Admission
Two Floors of:

ARTS, CRAFTS,  
FOOD GIFTS & ANTIQUES
Friday, November 1 l Noon to 8PM

Saturday, November 2 l 10AM to 4 PM
  Veterans’ Memorial Building
  2203 Central Ave. (corner of Walnut & Central)  

  Outside ramp and inside elevator
  Sponsored by Alameda Recreation and Parks Department

Shop 
Locally

!

Support  
Local Artists 

& Youth 
Groups

New address: 1516 Oak Street, Ste. 104

Local Deaths
Vernon M. Lisse

Aug. 18, 1928 – Oct. 11, 2013
Resident of Oakland

Vernon M. Lisse, longtime res-
ident of Oakland, passed away 
peacefully on Oct. 11, 2013. 

He was the son of Pete and Doris 
Lisse, Vern was born in Oakland on 
Aug. 18, 1928. He attended Oakland 
Tech High School, where he was 
on the track team. He was preced-
ed in death by his parents, wife, 
Margaret, his sisters, Yvonne Dier, 
Dolores Lieurance, Anne Taylor, 
and Lucille Nordlander, his uncles, 
Mike, Nick, Frank, and Vlaho.

He is survived by his loving 
nephew, Mike Alexander, nieces, 
Jean Alexander, Joanne Shepherd, 

and Joan Nordlander.
Vern was an avid sports fan and 

a great card player. He spent many 
hours honing his skills at the Oaks 
and Key clubs’ card rooms. He 
loved all animals and would fill his 
pockets with peanuts to feed the 
squirrels on his morning walks to 
get the newspaper. His cats were 
his special companions. 

There will be a private memorial 
service. Donations may be made at 
the East Bay SPCA. 
Greer Family Mortuary    FD 1408

www.greermortuary.com
(510) 865-3755

comprising the animal care coordi-
nator (behavior specialist), opera-
tions manager, volunteer manager 
and executive director.

The toughest decisions involve 
otherwise healthy animals that are 
simply too dangerous to exercise 
any option other than euthanasia. 
Some are animals that have bitten 
people or other animals; others 
have acted so aggressively towards 
people or other animals that we be-
lieve they will attack someone. 

They represent about 2 percent 
of the animals we take in during the 
year. We know that these severe 
behavioral problems are not the an-
imal’s fault and may be caused by 
breeding, abuse or bad ownership, 
but that doesn’t negate the danger 
they present to the community. 

We recognize that not everyone 
agrees with our policy to euthanize 
animals deemed to be behaviorally 
unsafe for the community. Recent-
ly, some FAAS volunteers were up-
set that we euthanized a dangerous 
dog named “Zeus” who had bit 
someone. 

We made this decision after 
careful deliberation because FAAS 

has a legal and moral responsibili-
ty to ensure that no pets who are 
adopted into the community harm 
people or other animals. Nobody 
wants to see a pet euthanized, but 
neither does anyone want to live 
next door to a dangerous pet that 
might injure or kill a person or an-
other pet. 

While we are never, ever happy 
about euthanizing an animal, we 
carry out this emotionally difficult 
task as responsibly, compassion-
ately and humanely as possible, 
knowing that we must do this for 
the safety of our community. 

FAAS depends not only on the 
financial support of the communi-
ty but its moral support as well. 
We hope that all animal lovers 
will understand the tough choices 
we sometimes face and provide 
us that support, knowing that we 
make these decisions with a heavy 
heart.

Nancy Evans is board president 
and Mim Carlson is executive di-
rector of Friends of the Alameda 
Animal Shelter, a non-profit organi-
zation that operates the Alameda An-
imal Shelter on behalf of the City of  
Alameda.

Continued from page 6
Shelter: Responds

most people driving to the new pro-
posed Cardinal Point facility will 
also use.

The problem is not Cardinal 
Point, as Spees rightly points out. 
The problem is each of these devel-
opments is treated individually, as if 
none of the others exists. The real-
ity is, we, Alameda’s residents, will 
not just live with Cardinal Point, we 
will live with the cumulative effect 
of all the development — and that 
cumulative effect is more and more 
likely to be traffic gridlock.

In this, as in many things, the 
whole will be much greater, and I 
fear, much worse, than any of its 
individual parts and parcels. Our 
“leaders” are thinking small, one 
parcel at a time. Alamedans, I hope, 
will think large: not only about a 
proposed Cardinal Point or Ala-
meda Point, Harbor Bay or Neptune 
Point, but about all of Alameda, and 
the way we wish to live.

The island is rapidly changing, 
and once it changes, it will change 
for good, which in this case is prob-
ably bad. Alameda needs a safe, 
sensible traffic plan for people en-
tering and exiting the Island and for 
people driving on the Island before 
more development takes place. 

One look at the draft environ-
mental report for Alameda Point 
makes clear the “plan” they have 

is dubious and questionable, prob-
ably because the “leaders,” like ev-
eryone else, know, short of building 
more bridges and tunnels, there’s 
not much more that they can do. 

Knowing that should make peo-
ple prudent and slow down devel-
opment, but our “leaders” seem 
to want to speed it up. It took a 
public outcry and resolution to the 
“leaders” to keep them from giving 
the public golf course to a private 
developer; there’s at least one law-
suit to keep the city from giving 
Neptune Point to another private 
developer; at Alameda Point, the 
“leaders” are moving ahead and 
having discussions with their own 
hand-picked private developers 
without having gone through a pub-
lic bidding process. 

In the words of Bob Dylan, “It 
doesn’t take a weatherman to know 
which way the wind blows”: more 
houses, more offices, more shops, 
more businesses; more shoppers, 
workers, clients, and visitors — and 
all of their concomitant cars. 

Hello, gridlock, my old friends. 
When I moved to Alameda several 
years ago, I thought I’d left most of 
it behind — but with the current de-
velopment plans and lack of a credi-
ble traffic plan, it appears the worst 
is yet to come. 

Mark Greenside is an Alameda 
resident.

Continued from page 6
Gridlock: Looms large

AUSD Kindergarten Information Nights!
Interested in AUSD’s kindergarten programs? Information 
nights will be held at every traditional elementary school  

November 14, 2013, from 7-8 pm.  
(Note: Maya Lin Elementary School’s information night will be November 19, 2013.)

Other dates:
Online enrollment begins: November 15, 2013. 
In-person enrollment begins: January 21, 2014. 
Kindergarten tours: December 9 - December 20  

& January 6 - January 20, 2014.
For more information, call 337-7000 or visit www.alameda.k12.ca.us

Edwin Wallace Finnell, 94, of 
Alameda passed away on Saturday, 
Oct. 26, 2013. He was born in Ector, 
Tex., on Aug. 1, 1919, 
the son of Eli and 
Jessie Mae Finnell. His 
siblings: Bill Finnell, 
King Finnell and Mary 
Pennington, preceded 
him in death. He is 
survived by nieces 
Candy Kiesaw and 
Betty Ann Sellers 
and a nephew, Allen 
Pennington, all of 
Texas. 

He was married to Pat Finnell for 
51 years and they had two daugh-
ters: Janice Severs of Castro Valley 
and Sandra Finnell of Alameda, who 
preceded him in death. He is sur-
vived by four grandchildren: Jacob, 
Luke, Sara and Hannah Severs of 
Castro Valley.

His first wife, Martha, had 
five children: Mary Ann Slaby of 

Washington, D.C.; John Finnell 
of Dayton, Nev.; Linda Hilken of 
Alameda, Nina Finnell-Hernandez 

of Antioch and Al 
Finnell of Matthews, 
North Carolina. He 
is survived by eight 
grandchildren: Lisa 
Shoffner of Castro 
Valley; Cindy Finnell 
of Alameda; Brenda 
Ellis of Fort Benning, 
Ga.; Rachael, Stephen 
and Kimberly Finnell 
of North Carolina; and 
three great-grandchil-

dren: Sebastian Rojas Finnell of 
Alameda; Deirdre and Oren Ellis of 
Fort Benning, Ga.  

Funeral Services were held at 
Greer Family Mortuary on Oct. 30 
followed by burial at Mountain 
View Cemetery in Oakland.
Greer Family Mortuary    FD 1408

www.greermortuary.com
(510) 865-3755

Edwin Wallace Finnell
Aug. 1, 1919 – Oct. 26, 2013

Resident of Alameda

Scenes from the Haunted Isle
Local residents have really enjoyed decorating their homes this year. Here’s a sample of their work.

Alwin (Al) R. Garaventa
Dec. 20, 1923 – Oct. 26, 2013
Lifetime Bay Area Resident

so that no business gains an unfair 
advantage by not paying or under-
paying taxes. 

The city has tasked MAS with 
uncovering unlicensed businesses 
and compelling them to obtain li-
censes and pay taxes like everyone 
else. MAS will also audit existing 
business licenses to ensure they 
are neither paying too much nor 
too little tax.  

This campaign might ring famil-
iar with Alameda business owners. 
In 2004, the cities of Martinez and 
Clayton hired MAS to identify unli-
censed businesses and collect fees 
from them. The result? Clayton’s 
business license revenue increased 
by about $30,000 and Martinez saw 
its revenue rise by some $47,000. 

Perhaps inspired by its Con-
tra Costa County counterparts, 
Alameda hired the same firm the 
following year to go after out-of-
town consultants and contractors 
who carried on any business at the 
city. This included anyone who sat 
down with a client here to talk busi-
ness over a cup of coffee or a meal 
in the city.

In 2005 San Francisco Chroni-
cle writer Ilana DeBare spoke with 

then-Mayor Beverly Johnson about 
the matter. Johnson told the Chron-
icle that she didn’t know how the 
law was being enforced until she re-
ceived complaints from some out-
of-town businesses.

“As a businesswoman herself, 
(Johnson) was perplexed,” DeBare 
stated. “(Johnson) said she would 
look into the issue.

“I am an attorney,” Johnson told 
DeBare. “(What) if attorneys had to 
get business licenses in every city 
where we went to court? It can’t be 
that way ... It does seem like there 
should be some minimal amount of 
business you have to do, especial-
ly if you do business all over the 
place.”

Alameda’s real estate communi-
ty has expressed that very concern 
to Mayor Marie Gilmore. To para-
phrase Johnson’s 2005 remarks, 
“(What) if real estate agents and 
brokers had to get business licens-
es in every city where they sold a 
home? It can’t be that way.”

What Alameda did in 2005 and 
is repeating some seven years later 
is well within the city’s ordinances. 

What should raise eyebrows are 
the collection-agency tactics em-
ployed by the entity that will take 
40 percent of what it collects. 

The question is not whether 
business owners have heard from 
MAS about deficiencies in their li-
censing, but how MAS is treating 
those businesses. The Sun would 
like to hear your stories, both pos-
itive and negative. You may remain 
anonymous. 

Contact the Sun at editor@ 
alamedasun.com or at 263-1470. 

Continued from page 1
Check: On licenses offending business

 

To make a vehicle donation, visit our website: 
www.AlamedaAnimalShelter.org

or call Donate for Charity  
at (866) 392-4483 

Advertising paid for by anonymous donor.

IS YOUR OLD CAR 
GOING TO THE DOGS? 

You Can Help Alameda’s Animals 
With YOUR Vehicle Donation!

PROCEEDS GO TO:
Friends of the  
Alameda Animal 
Shelter (FAAS)
1590 Fortmann Way

Photos by Dennis Evanosky and Eric J. Kos


