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2500 Central Ave. Ste #202A
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(510) 809-5244
Professional organic skin care  
treatments, LED light therapy,  

full body waxing, and brow tinting

20% off first skin care  
treatment — OR — 

$5 off first waxing service

GREATER ALAMEDA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
www.gabaonline.org • 510-869-5848 • REPRESENTATION • NETWORKING • CO-OP MARKETING • EDUCATION

   

               Call now for your FREE Brochure:
       8 Critical Mistakes that can cost you $$ if

   you've been injured in an accident

(510)337-1600 / 800 856-7508
         WWW.LEWELLYNLAW.COM

Personal Injury Attorney
Auto Accidents, Slip & Fall, Wrongful Death

AV Martindale-Hubbell
Peer rated top 5% of all attorneys nationwide

(510) 337-1600 / 800 856-7508
www.lewellynlAw.com

A law practice devoted exclusively to 
Estate Planning, Trusts and Probate 

• Living Trusts / Inheritance Protection Trusts
• Elder Law / Medi-Cal Planning / Special Needs
• Asset Protection / Business Succession Planning

 510-523-2100
 www.HuntEstateLaw.com
1001 Marina Village Pkwy, Suite 400

HARRY HARTMAN  
INSURANCE SERVICES

Lic. #0701575
1516 Oak Street • Ste. 208

814-0572 or (800) 585-0572
e-mail harry@hartmaninsurance.com

www.hartmaninsurance.com

PERSONAL & 
PROFESSIONAL

PLANNING
FOR YOU, YOUR FAMILY
AND YOUR BUSINESS

Top carriers 
and best rates available!

STOP

Free Consultation
www.BayareaDeBtLaw.com

Save your Home
Keep your aSSetS

510-893-7383
reaSonaBLe rateS

payment pLanS
Alameda Bankruptcy Attorney

PAtrick J. McNAMArA
State Bar # 75614
D.r.E.# 1515158

a DeBt reLIeF 
aGency

BANKRUPTCY
ForecLoSureS ~ coLLectIonS 

taX LevIeS ~ GarnISHmentS!
chapters 7 & 13 Debt relief  

42 years experience

Stop by and meet our family.
“In 1997 when Greer Family Mortuary became part of our family  

of businesses, we continued the tradition of Family serving Family.”

Greer® Family Mortuary
2694 Blanding Ave. 865-3755 

FD1408

GABA’s Mission Statement
The Greater Alameda Business Association is dedicated to the 

The Alameda Sun —  
printed with 

petroleum-free inks  
on recycled paper  

containing 40 percent  
post-consumer  

waste.

Alameda Food Bank  
provides nutritious food to 
low-income Alamedans. To 
donate food or money or to 
receive services, call us at: 

523-5850
SINCE 1977
You can help!

visit www.alamedafoodbank.org

 Law Office of

Cassandra C. Massey
Comprehensive estate  
planning for families

• Living Trusts/Wills
• Incapacity Planning
• Kids Protection Planning
• Guardianship Nominations

Upcoming Event: Saturday, Nov. 23,  
11 a.m.-Noon at Rhythmix, 2513 Blanding Ave. 
Estate Planning 101 for Parents: How to Protect your Kids 
Please RSVP to www.freekidsprotectionworkshop.com

email: cassandra@masseyestatelaw.com • www.masseyestatelaw.com

M 2219 Santa Clara Ave. Suite C 
(510) 992-6773

Banker Joël Vuylsteke, 83, 
passed away Nov. 5, 2013. Born in 
Belgium, he was the son of Willy 
and Lulu Vuylsteke, and a graduate 
of the University of Geneva. Joël 
and his wife Joanne 
(Hale) who pre-
deceased him, met in 
Geneva and moved to 
Alameda more than 40 
years ago with their 
young son, Bill. They 
were married for 57 
years and were active 
members of the com-
munity. Joël was a 
strong supporter of 
many of the city’s 
civic and business organizations. He 
was the chief executive officer of 
the Alameda First National Bank and 
went on to be one of the founders of 
the Bank of Alameda and was still on 
the board of directors at his death. 

He was incredibly happy know-
ing that through his professional 
work and personal contributions 
he had been able to help people 
and businesses start and thrive 
throughout Alameda. 

His love of the water and owner-
ship of several boats took him to 
the Aeolian Yacht Club, and then the 
Encinal Yacht Club where he met 
regularly with his friends. He also 
enjoyed many happy hours playing 
rounds of golf with them. He was 
past president of the Rotary Club 

and served for several years on the 
board of the Alameda Hospital. 

He was deeply involved with 
the Boy Scouts of America, Sea 
Scouts and the Oakland Museum. 

He had been on the 
board of the Listo 
Pencil Company and 
the Boys & Girls 
Club. 

In his retirement 
he and Joanne trav-
eled extensively. Joel 
particularly loved 
cruising and they 
visited many differ-
ent countries around 
the world. Often in 

the summer they joined family 
and friends at the family seaside 
house in Spain. He helped build, 
and spent as much time as pos-
sible at their house in Murphys, 
where they entertained friends and 
attended the local theatre and the 
Bear Valley Music Festival. 

Joël recently became engaged 
to be married to Wendy Markel. 
Joël is survived by his beloved 
family: his son, Bill, daughter-in-law 
Joanne, grand-daughter Joelle, and 
extended family members in both 
America and Europe. The family 
suggests that gifts in Joël’s mem-
ory may be made to the Alameda 
Rotary Endowment Foundation or 
the Alameda Council Boy Scouts of 
America. 

Joël Vuylsteke
Jan. 7, 1930 – Nov. 5, 2013

Local Deaths

snacks and drinks, a reception for 
the artist to share his or her cre-
ative perspective.

I discovered this resource as 
a ceramic and mixed media artist 
given the opportunity to share my 
work in my hometown; it will be 
on display through the month of 
November.

Thank you to the library staff and 
library board of directors for this 
opportunity. I particularly want to 
recognize David Hall who gracious-
ly made time on a weekend for me 

money have been better spent on 
effective enforcement of the exist-
ing codes? On the few occasions 
over the years, going back to at 
least 1999, when I have contacted 
this department to make an inquiry 
about a possible code violation, I 
have been given the same answer 
each time. “We have a backlog of 
1,200 cases with a priority on safe-
ty.” (Translation: fill our a form but 
don’t hold your breath.) 

This caseload number answer 
has not changed in over a decade 
leading me to believe that either 
Alameda is on the brink of collapse 
due to easily violated building stan-
dards or, the whole process is not 
managed very well. Unless, that 
is, the goal is to actively discour-
age people from filing complaints 
which, in my case, was successful. 
Another end result is that the per-
mit process is easily evaded. The 
permit-less construction related 
project I was requesting be investi-
gated proceeds unabated.

Apparently, there is only one per-
son assigned to investigate com-
plaints. That person would have to 
successfully investigate and remedy 
nearly five cases each workday (250 
days) for a year just to clear the 
existing backlog. Seem likely? Since 
the flow apparently remains con-
stant at 1,200, it seems to me this is 
a mathematical improbability.

So, if this 1,200-case backlog 
answer is the standard response 
by the permit center. I am not sure 
what the answer is, but the whole 
upgrading the office while not effec-
tively addressing code complaints, 
puts me in mind of the old saying 
about “putting lipstick on a pig.” My 
suggestion is that the city manage-
ment look into this situation.

— Tom Hyland

Privileged to be  
part of shelter team
Editor:

I’m happy to be a friend of the 
Alameda Animal Shelter. I have 
been since 2006, when my daugh-
ter, then in the seventh grade, was 
looking for a job to fulfill her com-
munity service requirements for 
school. Together, we volunteered 
to walk dogs and help in the canine 
department of what was then a 
city-run shelter. Today, almost eight 
years later, we are still committed 
to our two-hour-a-week shift to help 
the homeless dogs of Alameda, as 
well as volunteer for other shelter 
events when needs arise. 

At the beginning of 2012, the 
city entered into agreement with 
the non-profit group, Friends of the 
Alameda Animal Shelter (FAAS) and 
handed us the job of caring for 
Alameda’s homeless pets and find-
ing them new homes. As a result, we 
have seen our shelter go through 
many changes throughout the 
years. 

As a mother of a special needs 
child, who teams up with me at 
the shelter, I feel there are now 
safeguards in place, which weren’t 
there before, in terms of written, 
posted information about the dogs’ 
behavior, character, and habits — 
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a kennel to leash up an animal. This 
kind of shared information makes 
me feel more confident than ever 
about letting my child come in con-
tact with the animals there. 

Another improvement at the 
shelter is the renewed commit-
ment to education. We volunteers 
have more opportunity than ever to 
attend obedience classes, leashing 
classes, canine enrichment classes 
and even, just last month, a class 
taught by a representative from 
Our Pack, a San Jose-based pit bull 
advocacy and rescue group. 

During these classes, we receive 
hands-on instruction on how to 
make our time with these homeless 
friends more valuable than ever. 
Gone are the days when we just 
throw on a leash and take a dog for 
a walk, although burning off steam 
is a big part of it. In addition, we’re 
encouraged to socialize with our 
guests in the kennel, where frank-
ly, they spend most of their time, 
to make it a happier, more secure 
place. In fact, my daughter has been 
invited to sit with a dog and read to 
him or her. 

It’s good for my daughter. It’s 
good for the dog. We’re instructed 
on teaching basic commands. I’ve 
even seen some of our dogs being 
the happy recipient of a doggie mas-
sage. All these opportunities not 
only make the shelter a safer place 
for those of us who work with the 
animals, but it makes our dogs more 
adoptable and perhaps most impor-
tantly, it makes their time with us, 
even in a homeless shelter, happier. 
That’s something we all, staff and 
volunteers, care deeply about. 

In this effort to make our home-
less guests happier, the staff has 
even established a “spa retreat” 
opportunity of sorts for our dogs. 
Sensitive to the fact that some dogs 
can go “kennel krazy” in a shelter, 
the team has lined up a group of 
dependable foster parents, who will 
take a dog home with them for a 
“spa weekend” or even longer, just 
to give them a break from the shel-
ter atmosphere. 

As an animal lover, I’m privi-
leged to be part of an organiza-
tion devoted to truly rehabilitat-
ing abandoned and lost animals 
through patient attention, disci-
pline and love, so that they may 
quickly find their forever homes. As 
a mom, I consider myself fortunate 
to have found a place on our island 
where my daughter can witness the 
fruits of love, compassion and hard 
work every time we enter the door 
of the shelter. 

— Marcy Morrison Pearce

City biting hand  
that feeds it
Editor: 

As a business owner in Alameda, 
I have had previous experience with 
Alameda city government using 
Municipal Auditing Services (MAS) 
to outsource business license fee 
collection — a very bad practice 
in my mind, and indicative of the 
city government’s insensitivity to 
the effect that this practice has on 
its relationship to local businesses.

A few years ago, a few of my 
vendors received notices from, 
effectively, the city stating that they 
could not conduct any business 

to hang my work and then ensured 
publicity, the availability of com-
puter equipment, refreshments — 
and even made an announcement 
at the library on the eve of my  
presentations.

— Susan Galleymore

Unwarranted criticism
Editor:

I am writing in response to the 
harsh and, in my experience, com-
pletely unwarranted criticisms lev-
eled at the Alameda Animal Shelter 
and the Friends of the Alameda 

Animal Shelter (FAAS) (“Taking 
Issue with Animal Shelter,” Oct. 31).

I typically spend 10 to 15 hours 
a week as a volunteer at the shelter. 
I am trained to work with both cats 
and dogs. I have worked with all 
of the FAAS staff and with many 
of the other volunteers. I can say 
with great confidence that I have 
found all the staff to be profession-
al, hardworking and caring people 
who are devoted to the welfare of 
the animals at the shelter. They take 
their responsibilities to the animals 
very seriously. And I believe the 
volunteers demonstrate that same 
concern and sense of responsibility 
for the animals.

I have been aware of several 
situations where animals have had 
to be euthanized, either to end 
their suffering from overwhelming 
medical issues or because they pre-
sented an unmanageable threat to 
the safety of other animals, staff or 
volunteers.

As an animal lover, I am of 
course saddened when this hap-
pens, but I understand that in some 
situations (and fortunately these 
are rare situations) there is no via-
ble alternative. In talking with FAAS 
staff members about these situa-
tions, I’ve admired how conscien-
tiously and reluctantly they reach 
the difficult decision to euthanize 
an animal — thoughtfully, caringly, 
and only after fully exploring all 
other possibilities.

To suggest otherwise is unwar-
ranted and unfair, and it will be a 
great tragedy for the shelter and the 
many animals it rescues, nurtures, 
supports and outplaces into loving 
homes if these kinds of charges 
lead to a decrease in community 
support or in the enthusiasm and 
dedication of the FAAS staff and vol-
unteers. FAAS is doing great work 
in our community. It deserves our 
support, now more than ever, and it 
has definitely earned that support.

— Susan Getman

Thanks for the ride
Editor:

Bike Walk Alameda would like 
to thank city staff for being great 
partners to work with. We created 
the ride together and we are very 
pleased with the large turnout. 
Everyone had a great time, biked 
more than 9 miles and learned 
something.

We’ve worked with city staff 
before on the Bike plan update 
ride in 2006 and continue to work 
with Alameda Rec and Park on the 
Alameda Walks events. Thank you 
to Patty St. Louis for organizing 
the details and all the Bike Walk 
Alameda volunteers, especially ride 
leader Anthony Di Salvo. They make 
these events possible. 

— Lucy Gigli, President  
Bike Walk Alameda

Perfume on a pig
Editor:

I see that the city’s permit cen-
ter spent some money upgrading 
its facilities (“Remodeled Permit 
Center Opens Tuesday,” Nov. 7). My 
question is; “why?” Could not the 
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Dorothy Silver, 
a former long-time 
resident of Riverside, 
passed away in 
Alameda on Nov. 
10, 2013. Wife of the 
late Marvin Silver. 
Mother of Sharon 
(Allan) of San Rafael, 
Paula Silver-Manno 
(Tony) of Alameda 
and Alan Silver of Orange County. 
Grandmother of Marcus, Annalise 
and Nina. Dorothy is also survived 
by many family and extended family 
members. Dorothy and Marvin raised 
their three children in Riverside. She 
retired from the Riverside County 
Election Dept. after 25 years at the 
age of 72. Ten years after her retire-

ment she moved to 
Alameda to be closer 
to her children.

Family and 
friends are invited 
to attend graveside 
services Friday, Nov. 
15, at 10 a.m. at the 
Olivewood Memorial 
Park, 3300 Central 
Ave., Riverside. In lieu 

of flowers memorial contributions 
may be made to the Sutter Care at 
Home Hospice, 1900 Powell St., Suite 
300, Emeryville, CA 94608. For fur-
ther information call Harry W. Greer, 
Funeral Director (FDR-745). 

Alameda Funeral and  
Cremation Services FD-2139
1415 Oak St.  (510) 522-6020

Dorothy Silver
Oct. 6, 1923 – Nov. 10, 2013

growth and prosperity of indepen-
dent business in Alameda. GABA 
conducts monthly meetings, which 

provide its members with educa-
tional seminars and an opportunity 
to network. GABA keeps members 

informed of current issues before 
City of Alameda agencies and offers 
its members subsidized and shared 

advertising. Founded in 1987, GABA 
is funded by its membership dues 
and fundraising efforts.


