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2500 Central Ave. Ste #202A
Alameda

(510) 809-5244
Professional organic skin care  
treatments, LED light therapy,  

full body waxing, and brow tinting

20% off first skin care  
treatment  — OR — 

$5 off first waxing service

  Art SAilS             Framing
Personal Service, Quality Work Since 1977

Free upgrade to 
Conservation  
Glass w/any order 
of $100 or more!

HOURS:  
Tues-Fri: 10-5,  

Sat: 10-4

12x12 and 16x16 square 
framed beveled mirrors 

while they last. Your 
choice: $79.95

2000 ENCINAL AVE.
522-4494

R&B Cellars
Alameda's largest and oldest  

family owned winery.
Superb award-winning wines at affordable prices

Office: 1835 San Jose Ave. Alameda
TASTing ROOm:  Alameda Vintners club 

(510) 749-8477 | info@rbcellars.com | www.rbcellars.com

The Improviser: Double Gold Medal, 98 Points,  
“Best of Class” of Appellation - California

- State Fair Wine Competition, 2012

TASTING 
ROOM
NOW  

OPeN
at Angela’s  

Bistro & Bar
2301 Central Ave.

A Shopping Destination of Distinction

Chestnut enCinal 
station

that exists is you and this luxuri-
ous, decadent, delicious morsel, 
which you enjoy to the last nibble. 

The Pullman is available in 
three styles: warmed Niman Ranch 
Ham, with melted Swiss cheese, 
grilled onions, sage and mayo; 
house-roasted turkey with melted 
provolone, pancetta, tomato and 
mayo; and house-roasted beef with 
caramelized onions, pepperoncini, 
melted cheddar and mayo. 

While the Pullman’s inherent 
perfection renders any attempts at 
improvement superfluous, Baron’s 
Eats provides additional condi-
ments, like bacon-mustard, catsup, 
(shudder) and chipotle mayo. 

Baron’s Eats has also kept 
the Alameda Marketplace’s glow-
ing legacy of great burgers alive.
(The Culina burger, and Season 
to Taste’s juicy bleu cheese burg-
er were the Baron’s Eats burgers’ 
beloved parents.) 

Local foodies will be delight-
ed to know that Baron’s owner 
Samiljan is a burger purist, who 
fastidiously prepares his burgers to 
almost religious standards. He likes 
a five-ounce patty of his Baron’s 
Meats Five-Dot ranch choice-grade 
beef freshly ground, then grilled 
medium rare. The patty has to be 
ensconced in a fresh roll from next-
door neighbor Feel Good Bakery. 

The burger must then be 
adorned with either Cheddar, Swiss 
or Provolone cheese. The requi-
site garnishes have to be crisp 
iceberg lettuce, sliced tomato, red 
onion, pickles and mayo. Please 
note that Samiljan, a true patriot, 
would never put catsup on a burger 
— an abomination that is patently 
un-American. 

Samiljan saves the catsup for 
use on his delectable, shoestring 
fries, which are cooked to CIA 
standards, meaning twice-fried; 
thus cooked to crispy, golden per-
fection. 

Other goodies at Barons Eats 
include a variety of Samiljan’s 
house-made sausages, grilled and 
served on fresh Feel Good Bakery 
rolls, with fixings that include pep-
pers and onions, sauerkraut, hot 
Calabrian chili, and diced red and 
caramelized onion. 

There is also a grass-fed beef 
hot dog, a variety of cold sand-
wiches on fresh Feel Good breads, 
and several sides, including those 
great fries, “Black Dragon” beans, 
cole slaw and a terrific house-made 
potato salad. 

Given how good the eats at 
Baron’s Eats are, you’d better go 
grab a Pullman soon, to avoid the 
lines. 

Grasping for a Pullman at sats-
fats510@mailstation.com 
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Thursday, Nov. 7
n Noon: East Bay Retired 

Teachers, Division 2: Meeting and 
a special program. Mastick Senior 
Center, 1155 Santa Clara Ave.

n Noon to 3 p.m. Alameda 
Oakland Homelearners: Meet for 
fun and idea exchange. Lincoln 
Park, High Street and Santa Clara 
Avenue. (Info: www.aohl.net)

n 1 p.m. “The Last Gift Box: A 
Present for Those Who Follow Me”: 
Tina Cole Kreitz will present a “to 
do” book for individuals to plan, 
organize and plot their exit, remov-
ing the questions that arise when 
someone dies. Free for seniors. 
Mastick Senior Center, 1155 Santa 
Clara Ave. (Info: 747-7506)

n 7 to 9 p.m. Literary Night: Sign 
up to read your own work or listen 
as others do. Free to the public. 
Julie’s Coffee and Tea Garden, 1223 
Park St. (Info: 865-2385) 

n 7:30 p.m. Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, Post 9919: Meeting. Veterans 
Memorial Building, 2203 Central Ave. 

n 7:30 to 9 p.m. Veterans 
Speaker Forum: Guest speakers will 
address the state of health, hous-
ing, employment and education for 
Bay Area veterans. Free to the pub-
lic. Rhythmix Cultural Works, 2513 
Blanding Ave. (Info: 865-5060 or 
www.rhythmix.org) 

Friday, Nov. 8
n 2 to 3:30 p.m. HIV and Hep C 

Testing: Free and confidential test-
ing and support referrals. For infor-
mation and location, call Alameda 
Family Services, 629-6300. 

n 6 to 9 p.m. Veterans Voices 

IV: The exhibit features paintings, 
sculpture, collage and video by 
local veterans. Free to the public. K 
Gallery, Rhythmix Cultural Works, 
2513 Blanding Ave. (Info: 865-5060 
or www.rhythmix.org) 

n 9 p.m. “SUBHUMAN-True 
Tales From Beneath the Sea”: 
Ed Holmes performs a one-man 
show that chronicles his days as 
a mechanic aboard a diesel sub-
marine in the 1960s. Suggested 
donation: $10 to $25; all pro-
ceeds benefit the veterans’ orga-
nization, The Mission Continues. 
Rhythmix Cultural Works, 2513 
Blanding Ave. (Info: 865-5060 or 
www.rhythmix.org) 

n 9 p.m. Zydeco Music and 
Dance: The birthday party for 
Dana DeSimone will feature Andre 
Thierry and Zydeco Magic. Dance 
lessons at 8. Tickets sold at 
the door: $15. Eagles Hall, 2305 
Alameda Ave. (Info: 415-285-6285) 

SNEak PEEk 

n Nov. 9, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Blood 
Drive: St. Barnabas Catholic Church, 
1400 Sixth Ave. (Info, appts.: 800-
733-2767 or www.redcrossblood.org: 
sponsor code, STBARNABAS) 

n Nov. 9, 7:30 p.m. “Love in the 
Spring … Or Any Other Season”: 
Kol Truah Jewish Choir of the East 
Bay presents a program of songs 
in Yiddish, Hebrew, Ladino, Italian 
and English by contemporary 
Jewish composers. Temple Israel. 
3183 Mecartney Road. (Info: 522-
9355) 

Mastick Senior Center, 1155 Santa 
Clara Ave. (Info: 747-7506) 

n 1 p.m. Mastick Book Club: 
Eventide by Kent Haruf. Free to 
seniors. Mastick Senior Center, 
1155 Santa Clara Ave. (Info: Kevin 
Brunetti, 747-7512) 

n 7 p.m. Alameda Stamp Club: 
Meeting for collectors and prospective 
members. Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
1420 Lafayette St.; enter on Chestnut. 
(Info: Barbara Herbert, 522-6503) 

Wednesday, Nov. 6
n 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. AARP 

Driver Safety: One-day refresh-
er course program designed for 
motorists 50 and older who have 
taken the two-day course within 

the past four years. Fee: $12 for 
AARP members; $14 for non-mem-
bers. Preregistration is required. 
Mastick Senior Center, 1155 Santa 
Clara Ave. (Info, registration: 747-
7506) 

n 6 to 8 p.m. Lawyers in the 
Library: Free legal service. Signup 
at 5:30 for lottery draw at 5:50. 
Alameda Free Library, 1550 Oak St. 
(Info: 747-7713) 

n 7 p.m. Singer/Songwriter’s 
Open Mic Night: Open mic, fol-
lowed by an original act at the end 
of the evening. High Street Station, 
1303 High St. (Info: Billie, 995-8049)

n 7 to 9 p.m. Alameda Island 
Poets: Open mic and featured read-
ers. Books Inc., 1344 Park St. (Info: 
522-2226)
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Events: This week, and beyond, in the Island City

Claudia Bowman
A friend of mine, Bill Hayes 

of Alameda, invited me to attend 
the Oct. 16 ceremony held at the 
Paramount Theater in Oakland for 
his wife, Siriporn Hayes, and other 
candidates who were to be sworn 
in as United States citizens. 

Siriporn, originally from 
Thailand, studied diligently with 
Bill and a neighbor to pass the test, 
which included civic questions as 
well as English reading and writ-
ing. More than 1,200 people from 
101 countries around the world 
prepared to be sworn in as new cit-
izens, with their friends and family 
in attendance.  

It was a beautiful ceremony; 
on screen President Obama wel-
comed the new citizens. The mas-
ter of ceremonies, Randall Ricks 
from Immigration Services, per-
sonally welcomed the guests in 
many languages including Russian, 
Tagalog, Mandarin, Hindi and 
Spanish. Sharon Rummery, Public 

Affairs Manager, sang the National 
Anthem a capella and the Oakland 
Symphony Chorus sang “This Land 
Is Your Land.” Then, another of my 
friends, Robin Barrett, of United 
States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services, read off the 101 countries 
alphabetically. 

As the name of their countries 
of origin were read, the people to 
be sworn in stood up and remained 
standing. After the 101 countries 
were called off, there were more than 
1,200 people standing in the theater. 

Barrett then led them in the 
Oath of Allegiance to the United 
States of America. They were now 
officially United States citizens. It 
was a proud and moving moment 
to be living in a country that cele-
brates inclusiveness and to share 
the mutual joy of freedom with 
people from all parts of the world.

Claudia Bowman, an Oakland 
resident, was so moved by the cere-
mony that she submitted this article.

Resident Becomes Latest Citizen

Claudia Bowman

Left to right: Robin Barrett with Alameda residents 
Siriporn and Bill Hayes. 

Schools See 
Shutdown

Sun Staff Reports
The report of a man with a 

gun caused a 13-minute shutdown 
last Friday of Island High School, 
Alternatives in Action, Woodstock 
Child Development Center, Nea 
Community Learning Center and 
the Alameda Academy. The cam-
puses were locked down between 
9:47 and 10 a.m. 

Police located the suspect at 
Fifth Street and Lincoln Avenue and 
cited him on suspicion of posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. Police 
believe that witnesses mistook his 
cell phone for a gun.

they would lose their views and 
recreational space — a key selling 
point — if two- and three-story 
homes were erected on 8.39 acres 
of club property.

“This is a serious quality of life 
issue for us. Two- to three-story 
homes would significantly block ex-
isting views Centre Court residents 
enjoy,” Chuck Headley said. “Cen-
tre Court residents have a view of 
trees and open sky. That sense of 
openness would be lost if it were 
replaced by three-story homes 
along our fence line.”

Others questioned whether it 
would be safe to move the club a 

few miles away. Richard Berman 
questioned whether it would be 
safe for older residents to be forced 
to drive the two to three miles to the 
new site past Amelia Earhart School. 
He said he found records listing the 
addresses of only two registered 
sex offenders living on Bay Farm Is-
land. He said that club patrons don’t 
know who might be working at Har-
bor Bay Business Park.

“In an industrial park, there are 
all kinds of people working there 
— strangers, druggies — we don’t 
know,” Berman said. “Where the 
club is now is … a safe environ-
ment for children.”

One of those workers, Richard 
Nordyke, said he works for the Unit-

ed States Tennis Association. He said 
he’s concerned about the reduction 
of tennis courts proposed in the 
move. Nordyke said the courts are 
needed to support tournament play. 
HBIA’s board has voiced its support 
for the club’s proposed move.

Another resident supported the 
move. She said that she wanted the 
three pools being promised by the 
developer and that the club’s 18 
tennis courts are often vacant.

“Any given day a child has a 
problem in the pool, and the pool is 
vacated. You have crying children 
because they can’t figure out why 
they can’t swim,” Cammie Schum-
acher said. “For those of you who 
love to swim, there’s a family pool 

and a children’s pool. They’re going 
to break that up.”

One resident asked whether the 
housing and club projects could be 
considered separately, something 
Knox White said should be stud-
ied as part of the environmental 
report. An attorney representing 
the developer also suggested in 
an Oct. 14 letter to Thomas that a 
hotel and conference center also 
be considered. It didn’t appear that 
the suggestion was under consider-
ation Monday night.

Residents also asked that sea- 
level rise and earthquake hazards 
be considered, and Planning Board 
members said they wanted to en-
sure that road and other access 

issues are addressed.
“If this is serving the neighbor-

hood, it seems preposterous to me 
that there would be no neighbor-
hood access to the club,” Planning 
Board president David Burton said 
of the homes that would border 
one side of the proposed club.

The report could take up to six 
months to create, and the public will 
have 45 days to comment on wheth-
er it adequately addresses the im-
pacts of the proposed development. 
Finalizing the report could take 30 
days and then the Planning Board 
would consider it. The City Council 
would also consider the adequacy of 
the report, 30 days after that.

Thomas said the fate of the 

project won’t necessarily hang on 
the outcome of the environmen-
tal study. And he said additional 
approvals will be needed – and 
public hearings held — before 
any decision is made. In an email 
Harbor Bay Isle’s Ron Cowan sent 
to the private accounts of Mayor 
Marie Gilmore and City Manager 
John Russo that was leaked to a 
local blogger, Cowan claims the 
plan “was the city’s idea” and that 
Hoppen had been “expressly clear” 
about Gilmore’s support of it.

“Just to be clear with every-
body, there’s no final decisions on 
this project tonight,” Thomas said.

Read more Alameda news at 
http://webh.it/alamedasun. 
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