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OPINION

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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SUN STAFF

Crystal Ball Peers 
into City’s Future
Shenanigans at City Hall could bring interesting changes

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of the letter from City Coun-
cilman Tony Daysog addressed to 
City Attorney Janet Kerns

Ms. Kern:
At the last (City Council) 

meeting, I used Twitter to tweet 
a few observations. There is 
now a write-up on the local blog 
“Blogging Bayport” on my use 
of Twitter. In particular (blogger 
Lauren Do) made a reference to 
my tweets in the context of the 
Sunshine Ordinance. 

“At Tuesday night’s City Coun-
cil meeting, apparently Tony 
Daysog felt the need to keep his 
social media going at the exact 
same time the meeting was going 
on.”

Is tweeting during a City 
Council meeting specifically pro-
hibited under the Sunshine Ordi-
nance?  Is real-time communicat-
ing during a City Council meeting 
via any electronic devices prohib-
ited under the ordinance? I did 
not see any reference to the use 
of electronic media such as Twit-
ter in the Sunshine Ordinance.  

I believe the Sunshine Ordi-
nance argument is that Twitter 
is not a medium available to all, 
so any discussion using Twitter 
represents a reduction of access. 
I find this argument — if I am sum-
marizing it correctly — not per-
suasive, for several reasons.  

First, people can either physi-
cally attend the meeting or can 
attend the meeting “virtually” via 
the Internet (or cable television). 
This means that access to a meet-
ing per se is not precluded. 

— Tony Daysog
                    City Councilman

Editor’s note: At the entry in ques-
tion Lauren Do supplies the reader 
with the stream of Tweets from Day-
sog.  She then comments:  

“Maybe what we see on Twitter 
is actually the stream of conscious-
ness that occurs in Tony Daysog’s 
head. Perhaps this was a social me-
dia experiment to see how he could 
successfully juggle actively partici-
pating in the meeting and providing 
updates for people in front of Twitter 
but not watching the meeting.  

“Whatever it was it was (1) 
weird, (2) has the appearance of him 
not actually paying attention, and (3) 
weird.

“Look, I’m no Luddite, I love 
technology. Technology woohoo! But 
there’s a time and a place for it. And 
while an Ipad maybe really nifty to 
view agendas and supporting docu-
ments, leave it on those pages and 
stop playing with them so much so 

that we know that you are actually 
looking at an agenda and not liking 
status updates on Facebook.”

Expensive solution for 
imaginary problem
Editor:

City staff promises to bring the 
Shore Line Bike Lane Project in 
front of City Council next month. In 
spring 2012, staff proposed restrip-
ing Shore Line Drive to add bike 
lanes at a cost of $400,000. They 
scrapped that approach in favor of 
the new “cycle-track solution” at a 
cost of $1 million. 

This project is promoted using 
two clear falsehoods. Regarding the 
current bike/pedestrian path, staff 
claims that “it’s congested.”  At or 
near capacity? No, 

I can tell you from decades of us-
ing that path, it is never congested, 
nor even busy. Nothing is offered to 
substantiate this claim.  If there is 
no problem, why do we need a solu-
tion?

Next, they claim “the major-
ity of Alamedans are in favor of the 
cycle-track solution.”  Only about 
100 residents attended community 
meetings and got a sales pitch from 
staff. I can say this for sure: 95 per-
cent of the people invited to the 
community meetings didn’t feel that 
there was a problem or didn’t want 
to spend time talking about it.

Last-minute changes to the proj-
ect (no time for a community meet-
ing) include removing crosswalks 
because cycle track makes them too 
expensive. 

They also want to remove handi-
capped parking and a bike lane 
and add something called “bicycle 
boxes” (even the Transportation 
Commission didn’t know what 
those are!). This is all about using 
up some federal dollars plus some 
city funds. What about our public 
participation policy? To learn more 
about this project visit http://alam-
edaca.gov/public-works/shore-line-
drivewestline-drive-cycle-track.

— Rion Cassidy

How about a Cowan-
vention Center?
Editor:

I don’t want Ron Cowan’s 80 
homes at the site of the Harbor 
Bay Club, right next door to Amelia 
Earhart Elementary School. I also 
don’t want a hotel and conference 
center there. Now we’ve seen Plan 
A (houses), Plan B (hotel) I have 
to ask, “What is plan C?”  A Ron 
Cowan amusement park if plans A 

B don’t fly?   
Maybe it’s time to take his name 

off the parkway. After all, Cowan 
and his cronies are the only ones 
who could possibly benefit from 
any of these schemes. 

I have a great idea. Keep Harbor 
Bay Club where it is and let Cowan 
build whatever he wants at “his” 
business park. Another gym? Wait! 
Don’t the Raiders already have one? 
So how about building a Cowan-
vention Center, or maybe a gentle-
man’s club. Whatever Cowan wants, 
as long as he builds it in his busi-
ness park.

—Mike Lano

Thank you, ABN
Editor:

The Alameda Welfare Council 
Board and its members send a 
huge “thank you” to the Alameda 
Business Network (ABN) for its con-
tribution to our non-profit agency. 
The Alameda Welfare Council has 
been in existence since 1928 and 
has been supporting only Alameda’s 
non-profit agencies through the 
years.  

Through ABN’s efforts its fun-
draiser and mixer “Arms around 
Alameda” at the Alameda Elks 
Lodge raised $10,000, which was 
donated to the Alameda Welfare 
Council for distribution to many of 
the nonprofits in Alameda. The ben-
eficiaries were not only the Welfare 
Council, but the Alameda Food 
Bank, and Toys for Tots as well. The 
guests donated food and toys, then 
toured auction tables and bid on 
items and tried their luck at several 
big-ticket prizes.

The Palacios Brothers hosted a 
delicious buffet and DJ by the Bay 
provided live music. This is truly an 
example of charity beginning and 
staying at “Home in Alameda!”

Thank you for a wonderful event 
that was very well organized, fun 
to attend and will benefit the needs 
in Alameda. This was a win-win for 
Alameda, Alameda Welfare Council 
and our many nonprofits

— Dee Keltner
President 

Alameda Welfare Council 
Board off Directors 

What’s next on Bay 
Farm? 
Editor:

I just read your Dec. 19 story 
“Developer Wants Hotel at Club 
Site.” First, 80 luxury homes and 
now a hotel and conference center?  
What’s next, an Indian casino?

— Steve Burich

Classroom donors 
brighten holidays 
Editor:

Thanks to our generous donors, 
the holidays will be a little brighter 
for 11 Alameda public school teach-
ers and their students, recipients 
of Alameda Education Foundation 
Adopt A Classroom (AAC) presenta-
tions. The program provides class-
room teachers with $500 grants to 
enrich learning experiences. I would 
like to thank these donors:

The Casper/Iron and the 
Roemer/Buckner families; Linda 
Schowalter on behalf of Noel and 
Lily Hecht; The Seiberling fam-
ily and the Wells Fargo Foundation; 
Wellguard Insurance Solutions 
Inc.; McConville, Murray-Phillips, 
Valle, Aced-Moina, Brune Families; 
Alameda Kiwanis Foundation; 
Jensen and Cochran families and 
friends in memory of Helen Cochran; 
Karin and Neal Fox; The Keenan 
and Alessio families and Perforce 
Foundation; Perforce Foundation on 
behalf of employee Michael Alessio;  
Perforce Foundation on behalf of 
employee Enrique Del Campo.

Teachers were adopted at 
Alameda High School and at 
Earhart, Edison, Franklin, Lincoln, 
Lum, Paden and Ruby Bridges. 
Since September, we have adopted 
115 teachers; $55,500 that has gone 
directly into the hands of classroom 
teachers. Our goal for the 2013-2014 
school year is 150 adoptions. More 
information about the program is at 
www.AlamedaEducation.org.

— Kathleen C. Woulfe
Adopt A Classroom Chair

Alameda Education 
Foundation

Merry Go RoundRobert Sullwold
In keeping with the time-honored 

tradition of political columnists, the 
Alameda Merry-Go-Round presents 
its predictions for the coming year 
in Alameda politics.

Fire station No. 3” State Assem-
blyman Rob Bonta will attach an 
amendment to an earthquake safety 
bill appropriating $6 million in state 
funds for construction of a new Fire 
Station No. 3 in Alameda.  

The funds will be raised by de-
ferring seismic work on the Posey 
and Webster tubes. “Why should we 
protect automobile drivers instead 
of our firefighters?” Bonta will ask.

Thanks to the efforts of newly 
hired lobbyist Don Perata, the Bon-
ta amendment will sail through the 
legislature, and Gov. Jerry Brown 
will sign it. 

Brown will join Bonta, Mayor Ma-
rie Gilmore and former International 
Association (IAFF) Local 689 presi-
dent and current fire chief Mike 
D’Orazi at a combination fundraiser 
and ground-breaking ceremony the 
week before the election.

Waterfront Town Center: Plans 
to develop a waterfront town cen-
ter at Alameda Point will hit a snag 
when the American Association of 
Retired Persons (AARP) files suit to 
enjoin the project on the grounds 
that it discriminates against older 
people who don’t ride bikes and 
can’t afford to shop at high-end re-
tail stores.

The suit also will challenge the 
last-minute decision by the Planning 
Board to promote cardiovascular 
health by replacing elevators with 
stairways in the high-rise apartment 
buildings envisioned by the plan. 

In an effort to settle the litiga-
tion, City Planner Andrew Thomas 
will announce that the city has 
changed its mind. It will now all-
low retail development at the Point 
to include a Walmart store, where 
AARP members can be employed as 
greeters.

Pensions: The city’s contribu-
tion rate for public safety employee 
pensions will rise from 39.5 percent 
to 49.5 percent as the result of an-
other change made by the Califor-
nia Public Employees Retirement 
System (CalPERS) in its methodol-
ogy for computing annual required 
employer payments. 

Assistant City Manager Liz 
Warmerdam will assure the City 
Council that the city will be able to 
maintain a balanced budget despite 
the increased payments to CalPERS 
by projecting surpluses in future 
years and “carrying back” the prof-
its to the present. 

No cost-sharing will be sought 
from public safety employees, 
whose new contracts limit increas-
es in employee contributions to 1 
percent per year.  

“Let ‘em try and claim that was 
a mistake,” IAFF Local 689 political 
director Jeff DelBono will say.

The swap: Developer Ron Cowan 
will propose a real-estate transac-
tion in which he swaps the land on 

which the Harbor Bay Club is now 
located with the “surplus” federal 
property adjacent to Crown Beach. 

Under the proposal, the East 
Bay Regional Parks District would 
dismiss its pending suit against the 
city and take over operation of the 
Club.

Cowan would then acquire the 
Crown Beach site from the fed-
eral government and build luxury 
homes there. A ferry will convey 
passengers across San Francisco 
Bay between the two locations.

Cowan will credit former Assem-
bly speaker Willie Brown for com-
ing up with the idea for the swap.  

“Willie is a master of the ‘Heads 
I win, tails you lose’ solution,” Cow-
an will say. “They ought to name a 
bridge after him.”

Campaign finance reform: The 
League of Women Voters (LWV) will 
complete its efforts to draft a cam-
paign finance reform law by propos-
ing an ordinance limiting campaign 
contributions in municipal races.  

The ordinance will apply, how-
ever, only to contributions by cor-
porations; unions will be exempt 
because, in the words of longtime 
LWV president Kate Quick, “we can-
not still the voice of the working 
family.”

The proposed ordinance also 
will prohibit door-to-door distribu-
tion of campaign literature except 
by licensed process servers or off-
duty members of IAFF Local 689.  
Brochures and flyers must use the 
words “transparent” and “sustain-
able” in the same sentence. 

Russo for mayor of Oakland: 
City Manager John Russo will shock 
political observers by announc-
ing that he is resigning his post in 
order to run for mayor of Oakland.  
“I’ve saved Alameda,” Russo will 
say.  “Now it’s time for a challenge 
worthy of my talents.”

Russo will promise that, if he is 
elected, Oakland City Council meet-
ings will follow the format currently 
used in Alameda.  

City Councilmembers and citi-
zens who favor the administration’s 
plans will be offered staff-prepared 
talking points. Opponents will be 
held to a strict three-minute time 
limit, with Russo given unlimited 
opportunity to ridicule them.

Under a severance agreement 
with the city, Russo will continue to 
be paid his full salary and benefits 
for the period remaining under his 
contract.  He will, however, be re-
sponsible for his own dental insur-
ance upon retirement.      

Mayor’s race: Mayor Marie 
Gilmore will run for re-election on 
a platform proclaiming that she 
has secured labor peace, balanced 
the budget, and obtained Alameda 
Point from the Navy for free.  

Fact-checkers will point out  to 
Gilmore that the labor peace cost 
the city not less than $6.2 million 
in wage and benefit increases; that 
the budget was “balanced” only by 
drawing $2.5 million from reserves, 
and that development of Alameda 

Point is unlikely to result in any 
significant net economic benefit 
to the city. No one will care, and 
Gilmore will be re-elected in a 
landslide.

Council races: Having done 
nothing in the last two years to 
offend his core constituencies, 
Councilman Stewart Chen, D.C., 
will be easily elected to a full 
term. The other open council 
seat will be hotly contested be-
tween former Councilmember 
Frank Matarrese and current 
Planning Board member John 
Knox White. Matarrese will at-
tack Knox White for having sup-
ported SunCal; Knox White will 
attack Matarrese for not having 
supported SunCal.  

No one will know what they’re 
talking about.In the end, the race 
will go to Matarrese after his 
supporters leak to the Alameda 
Sun a photograph of Knox White 
pumping air into his bicycle tires 
from a city-owned air pump lo-
cated at Fire Station No. 1.

Robert Sullwold authors the Mer-
ry Go Round. Check it out at http://
alamedamgr.wordpress.com/

Plans to develop 
a Waterfront 
Town Center at 
Alameda Point 
will hit a snag 
when the AARP 
files suit on the 
grounds that the 
center discrimi-
nates against 
older people who 
don’t ride bikes 
and can’t afford 
to shop at high-
end retail stores.


