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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller
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fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
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to 250 words.
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Irene Dieter
The legal dispute between the 

East Bay Regional Park District 
(EBRPD) and the city of Alameda 
continues over a parcel of land ad-
jacent to Crab Cove Visitors Center 
at Crown Memorial State Beach. 
EBRPD claims the city failed to 
prepare an adequate environmen-
tal impact report and violated its 
charter and general plan when it 
adopted a housing element. The 
city hotly denies the allegations. 
Many in the community wonder 
how we got here. Below is a time-
line based on publicly available 
documents.

2006-2008
2006: EBRPD becomes aware 

the U.S. General Services Admin-
istration (GSA) is consolidating 
operations on McKay Avenue 
(Neptune Pointe) adjacent to Crab 
Cove and might sell a portion of its 
seven-acre property.

2006-2007: EBRPD tries to work 
with GSA to acquire the parcel at 
no cost through a public benefi t 
conveyance or at the appraised 
fair market value, pointing to en-
vironmental impacts on the state 
beach and the limited street ease-
ment rights available to private 
developers.

2008: GSA announces its plans 
to sell a 3.89-acre portion of its 
Neptune Pointe property through 
a competitive auction. 

July 2008: EBRPD includes a 
line item for “acquisition of sur-
plus federal property to complete 
Crown Beach” as part of ballot 
Measure WW.

August 2008: City council en-
dorses Measure WW, which voters 
enact in November 2008.

2009
March: City identifi es the entire 

seven-acre GSA Neptune Pointe 
site as an area to be included in its 
draft housing element.

June 15: State Department of 
Housing and Community Develop-
ment (HCD) deems Alameda’s draft 
housing element insuffi cient based, 
in part, on its lack of analyses of 
identifi ed housing sites and poten-
tial governmental constraints.

2010
Feb. 4: EBRPD writes to GSA 

(1) contesting GSA’s belief that 
the highest value and best use 
for the property is a residential 
condominium development, by 
informing GSA of the constraints 
on the property — namely, street 
easement rights and Measure A, 
a charter provision that bans the 
construction of anything larger 
than a duplex, and (2) asking for 
delay of the auction so that EBRPD 
can obtain an appraisal and par-
ticipate as a bidder. 

Spring: GSA responds to 
EBRPD’s Feb. 4, 2010 letter, saying 
it will delay the start of its auction 
so that EBRPD can obtain an ap-
praisal and participate as a bidder. 
(EBRPD by law can only bid the 
appraised value. In this case, that 
value was based on the property’s 
“government offi ce” zoning in ef-
fect at the time of the auction.) 

Summer: EBRPD follows up 
with city planning staff about po-
tential impacts of housing devel-
opment adjacent to Crown Memo-
rial State Beach.

2011
March 21: GSA produces a You-

Tube video to attract investors/
bidders, featuring Crown Memo-
rial State Beach.

May 3: At a city council meet-
ing, John Russo is appointed city 
manager, and Mayor Marie Gilmore 
reports on a meeting she had with 
Alameda’s EBRPD representative 
Doug Siden, saying the Neptune 
Pointe property is going to auc-
tion, that EBRPD wants the land, 
and that EBRPD owns the street. 

June 1: GSA opens its auction. 
There are fi ve active bidders, in-
cluding EBRPD.

June 11: Planning board adopts 
proposed draft amendments to the 
general plan and municipal code, 
related to the housing element. 

Summer: EBRPD meets with 
newly hired City Manager John 
Russo about its interest in obtain-
ing the Neptune Pointe property, 
voicing concern about changing 
the zoning at Neptune Pointe to 
residential, which would under-
mine EBRPD’s efforts to make 
it part of Crown Memorial State 
Beach. Private developer Tim 
Lewis Communities wins the GSA 
auction.

Nov. 11: Renewed Hope hous-
ing advocates threaten the city 
with a lawsuit if the city doesn’t 
adopt a housing element, citing 
the need for affordable housing for 
lower income families.

Nov. 17: City responds to an 
EBRPD inquiry about the process 
to rezone Neptune Pointe, assur-
ing EBRPD that “you will be en-
couraged to share your concerns” 
before the planning board and city 
council when they consider gen-
eral plan and zoning amendments.

Dec. 12: Planning board en-
dorses a public participation 
schedule to consider proposed 
amendments to the draft housing 
element prior to fi nal consider-
ation by the city council.

Neptune Pointe Timeline
Events leading up to the lawsuit between city, EBRPD

Isle SayOn Dec. 3, the city 
filed a notice for 
a settlement meet-
ing, tentatively 
scheduled for 
Dec. 17, 2012.

Time to act
Editor:

Given the tragic events 
recently, what are we going to 
do regarding the open campus 
security at Bay Farm Elementary 
School? There are no words for 
the tragedy in Newtown, Conn.

If the PTA and principal Babs 
Freitas continue to ignore campus 
security — it could happen to us! I 
have made several attempts to re-
quest meetings to discuss safety 
issues and now parents are asking 
me what happened as a result of 
the campus security meetings we 
had. I have said basically, nothing. 
I was ignored. I was told the prin-
cipal didn’t have time — she was 
too busy!

It is sad that the PTA and the 
principal have chosen to not ad-
dress the safety issues of the open 
campus at Bay Farm Elementary 
School. To make matters worse 
the school board has now entrust-
ed 7th and 8th graders next year 
to irresponsible and oblivious 
people. Shame on you!

I am left with no choice but to 
gather others and notify them of 
the lack of campus security to en-
sure our children’s safety.

I do not want to bury my 
daughter because the PTA and 
principal were too busy or too 
concerned about how the school 
looks as opposed to protecting 
our children.

Tonight another parent and 
I had to speak to our daughters 
who attend Bay Farm Elementary 
School about the tragedy in New-
town and schedule a meeting to 
teach our girls what to do if a gun-
man comes to Bay Farm Elementa-
ry since the authorized personnel 
do not seem concerned. Our girls 
are six and seven years old.

Even if the concerned rational 
parents are asked to leave, the 
threat is still real and exists. What 
are we going to do as responsible 
and alert adults to protect our 
children on an open campus?

Can someone please outline a 
plan and communicate the plan 
to all the concerned parents or do 
we continue to wait and hope we 
have good luck or buy insurance 
policies to bury our elementary 
school children?

— Laurie L. Lacey

Setting the 
record straight
Editor:

The main point of my letter 
criticizing Island Cat Rescue and 

Adoption (ICRA), which seems 
to have been completely missed, 
is that ICRA makes no attempt to 
determine whether cats are feral 
or pets before transporting them 
to a vet for neutering. I cannot 
understand why an organization 
with the expertise of ICRA cannot 
make such a determination after 
trapping and before transporta-
tion to a vet.

There have been misstate-
ments in the letters in response to 
my letter.

1.) The vet my cat was brought 
to told me personally that my cat 
was not examined by him before 
he anesthetized and tranquilized 
him in preparation for surgery, 
and even he was somewhat upset 
that a pet cat had been brought to 
him.

2.) As for my cat “roaming at 
night,” he wouldn’t have been had 
he not been trapped and unable 
to get home.

3.) The yard in question at 
the time of the trapping was un-
fenced.

4.) My cat did have a break-
away collar, which obviously had 
broken away.

As for my cat “trespassing,”  
that is such a ridiculous state-
ment I cannot even think of an ap-
propriate answer; other than the 
yard was unfenced, and I guess he 
didn’t realize he was trespassing!

— Suzanne Keane

Slowpokes, loud music 
mar golfing
Editor:

While I am in agreement with 
some of Conrad Branson’s up-beat 
commentary about the Chuck Co-
rica Golf Complex (“Golf Complex 
Updates Bringing Out The Best,” 
Dec. 13), I would like to add that, 
as a regular golfer at the complex, 
there are some disturbing ele-
ments to the Greenway approach 
to making golf “fun,” so much so, 
that this led to one of my regular 
foursome writing a letter of com-
plaint to them. 

The biggest issue is slow play. 
This is the bane of the keen golfer. 
Right after Greenway took over, we 
faced a situation where two groups 
in front of us were dragging their 
feet and fell two complete holes 
behind. These two groups were 
buddies, bantering back and forth 
at the tees or across the fairways, 
taking their time.

They rebuffed with disdain our 
gingerly made and polite request 
to speed it up a little. When we 
asked the friendly “Ambassador” 

Susan Galleymore
At the risk of developing a 

reputation as the “city scold,” I 
take issue with Planning Manager 
Andrew Thomas’s letter (“Clearing 
things up,” Dec. 13). Plainly put: It 
is disingenuous. With a suit pend-
ing, why is Thomas commenting 
publicly at all?

This letter takes the tack that 
anyone who disagrees with the 
city’s development plans does 
so because of the city’s “decision 
to adopt a city-wide Housing Ele-
ment… to comply with state law.” 

I am not privy to the East Bay 
Regional Park District’s (EBRPD) 
strategy but the suit alleges that 
the city fails to comply with one 
set of state laws in an attempt to 
comply with another set of state 
laws, such as the California En-
vironmental Quality Act (CEQA), 
failure to adequately notify the 
public and EBRPD.

I attend Planning Board meet-
ings, I’m on their email notifi ca-
tion list, and I understand that 
Bay Area cities must comply with 
state law. Moreover, I live in what 
is known as “high density hous-
ing” right across the street from 
Neptune Pointe, the development 
lot under contention. 

Last summer I received via 
snail mail a one-page sheet print-

ed on both sides with a list of up-
coming developments around the 
city. Neptune Point was on that 
list with address, assessor par-
cel number information and few 
other details. 

I don’t know who else received 
one of the 1,000 notices Thomas 
sent but, apparently, EBRPD 
— located adjacent to Neptune 
Pointe — did not. Or, perhaps 
they received a notice like mine: 
minimal information tucked into a 
list of minimal information about 
10 other development properties 
and no invitation to comment. 

Let’s take the Dec. 11 Planning 
Board meeting to review Alameda 
Landing’s residential plan as an 
example of the Planning Depart-
ment’s noticing process.

Thomas stated he received no 
comments from 300 notices sent 
about building 275 residences at 
Alameda Landing.  

The former Fleet Industrial 
Supply Center Alameda area, the 
development zone (also a brown-
fi eld) has been empty for years 
but has affected neighborhoods in 
the area including: Bayport, Shin-
shei Gardens, College of Alameda, 
North Coast Guard Housing and 
Marina Village.

Surely 300 is an inadequate 
number of notices for this area, 
and ineffective for collecting 
meaningful comments. 

Since everyone on or near 
Webster Street will be affected 
(increased traffi c, etc.) shouldn’t 
everyone — including me and the 
300-plus families in my complex 
have been noticed, too? 

Yes, this city and cities across 
California are under pressure to 
comply with the state’s housing 
element. Yes, this city is under fi -
nancial strain. Yes, it sees increas-
ing tax revenue as an effective 
solution. 

But the Planning Department 
can do better than playing a 
zero-sum game with one of our 
city’s most scenic areas, squeez-
ing more people into more un-
imaginative high-density hous-
ing, and putting more vehicles 
onto Webster Street and McKay 
Avenue, which is an easement 
and not a city street. 

Why not admit errors were 
made with Neptune Pointe (and 
learn from them vis-à-vis Alam-
eda Landing), then knuckle down 
to work coherently and collabor-
atively with EBRPD and West End 
residents for win/win solutions? 

Susan Galleymore is an 
Alameda resident.

Admit Mistakes and Knuckle Down
Commentary

 NEPTUNE: Page 13

if he could ask them to keep up with 
the groups in front, he told us that 
these were regulars and they al-
ways played slow! (I play there most 
weeks and had never seen this.) 

Given that these tee times were 
near the beginning of the day, the 
selfi shness of the golfers, plus the 
unwillingness of Greenway to keep 
up the accepted pace of play, meant 
that the enjoyment of subsequent 
groups throughout the day would 
be compromised at the expense of 
these guys having fun. I would ac-
cept that if this was a one-time in-
cident then I should not grouse. I’m 
not looking for compensation; that 
was just an example. 

Having boycotted the course 
for a few rounds (lost revenue for 
Greenway), we signed up again this 
week and were subjected to another 
fi ve-hour 40-minute round (normal-
ly around four and a half hours) due 
to obviously slack marshaling. Not 
good.

The second major issue, and, 
more of a concern, I feel, is the loud 
music constantly blaring in and out-
side the clubhouse. I don’t see how 
loud music equates with fun on the 
golf course, unless one wants to 
attract, I suspect, a younger and, I 
would argue, less-committed (yet 
greater beer-consuming) golfer. 

There are also plans to be able 
to play your iPod through speakers 
on the carts! Just great. Music blar-
ing all around the course! 

The Greenway philosophy about 
“fun” is the main problem here. I 
am amazed at the reasoning behind 
choosing a company that states on 
the website:

“We are not in the golf business; 
we are in the entertainment busi-
ness. As such we welcome you to 
experience the fun at Chuck Corica, 
one of California’s most valued and 
treasured golf destinations.”

And, “Let the music play at 
Chuck Corica! Enjoy the music play-
ing around the club and on fi rst tee. 
Or even more fun: bring your own 
music to enjoy on the course.”

Despite Branson’s enthusiasm, 
I can tell you that Chuck Corica 
will not remain “one of California’s 
most valued and treasured golf 
destinations” for long, if Greenway 
keeps up this approach. It will be a 
hacked-up track played by drunken 
yahoos who don’t really care much 
for the game or being courteous to 
their playing compatriots.

I can only hope that they see rea-
son and strive to understand that 
fun on a golf course usually equates 
to the playing of golf. 

Perhaps Greenway can have 
designated “fun days” to attract the 
demographic they’re after, so the 
more traditional golfers amongst us 
know when to stay away and when 
we can come and play a truly fun 
round of golf. 

I am not a golf pro or a golf snob. 
I just want my one chance to play 
golf each week to be pleasurable and 
not compromised by Greenway’s at-
tempts to turn Chuck Corica into a 
tacky amusement park such as seen 
in Caddyshack II. 

— Bernard F. Clark 

A total letdown
Editor:

This lawsuit between the city 
and parks district feels like fam-
ily members squabbling over their 
rights to a fellow family member’s 
estate. It’s horrifying to see these 
groups “working for the taxpayers” 
by suing each other. Shame!

— Coho Jerkins
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